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would be “unacceptable.”
An interception by Leon 

Hall set up Dalton’s go-ahead 
11-yard TD run in the third 
quarter. Then Wallace Gilber-
ry picked up Bryce Brown’s 
fumble and ran it back 25 
yards for another score and 
an 11-point lead.

BenJarvus Green-Ellis ran 
for 106 yards, including a 1-yard 
TD run in the first quarter for 
Cincinnati. Dalton tossed a 
5-yard TD pass to A.J. Green 
in the fourth to cap a 24-point 
outburst in a span of 3:23.

The Eagles committed 
three turnovers on three 
straight possessions at one 
point and then fumbled a 
kickoff when defensive line-
man Cedric Thornton let the 
ball fall through his hands on 
a short kick.

The Eagles snapped a 
drought of 22 quarters with-
out a turnover by recovering 
two fumbles in the second. 
Both led to field goals by Alex 
Henery, helping Philadelphia 
to a 13-10 halftime lead.

Rookie Nick Foles made 
his fifth straight start for Mi-
chael Vick, who just returned 
to practice this week after sus-
taining a concussion on Nov. 
11. Foles threw for 182 yards, 
one TD and one interception.

Down 13-10, the Bengals 
started their rally with a turn-
over. Hall intercepted Foles’ 
deep pass and returned it 44 
yards to the Eagles 40.

Green made an acrobatic 
catch for an 11-yard gain on 
third-and-9 a few plays before 
Dalton ran for the score to 
put the Bengals up 17-13.

Foles, who threw for 381 
yards to lead a comeback 
against the Bucs, hit Riley 
Cooper on an 11-yard TD 
pass to cut it to 10-7. Foles 
connected with Jeremy Ma-
clin on a 46-yard pass during 
the drive.

The Eagles then forced 
their first turnover since Nov. 
5 against New Orleans. Bran-
don Graham sacked Dalton, 
the ball popped loose and 
Trent Cole recovered at the 
Bengals 29.

Just two plays in, Maclin 
fumbled after a 6-yard catch. 
Carlos Dunlap recovered and 
the Bengals started at the 
Eagles 44. Green-Ellis ran 
29 yards on first down and 
scored a few plays later for a 
7-0 lead.

It got uglier for Philadel-
phia on the next possession. 
Mat McBriar punted into his 
own blocker, Daniel Herron 
picked it up and ran 3 yards 
to the Eagles 11. But Graham 
sacked Dalton and Cincinnati 
settled for Brown’s 24-yard 
field goal that made it 10-0.

The Eagles were again 
without running back LeSean 
McCoy and tight end Brent 
Celek also sat out. Both play-
ers also are recovering from 
concussions. McCoy missed 
his fourth straight game, but 
returned to practice this week.
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Philadelphia’s Jeremy Maclin 
(18) had the ball swatted from 
his grasp by Cincinnati’s Carlos 
Dunlap in the first half Thursday.
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“Would they better off taking 
their football and playing on 
their own?” 

This kind of speculation 
is the inevitable result of the 
consolidation that continues 
to widen the gap between 
college football’s haves and 
have-nots. The big-time foot-
ball schools, with their huge 
TV contracts, have less and 
less in common with their 
more modest brethren, and 
are rightly starting to wonder 
why they should be subject 
to the same rules. Look no 
further than the proposal, 
tabled almost a year ago, to 
allow schools to offer athletes 
a $2,000-a-year stipend in 
addition to their scholarships. 
It was an idea that the likes 
of Ohio State supported and 
the likes of Ohio University 
detested. 

So why don’t the power 
conferences just leave the 

NCAA and create their own 
organization? Let’s call it the 
Big-Time College Football As-
sociation, for the purposes of 
this thought experiment. It’s 
not as crazy as it sounds. 

Practically speaking, the 
NCAA does almost nothing 
for college football. It doesn’t 
draw up schedules, market 
teams or negotiate TV con-
tracts. All the NCAA does, 
really, is set and enforce the 
rules, on and off the field. 
It wouldn’t be hard for the 
BTCFA to write its own rule-
book — picking and choos-
ing from the NCAA’s — and 
create its own enforcement 
arm. Done. NCAA replicated. 

Except for one thing, of 
course: Membership in the 
NCAA has long protected 
schools from lawsuits chal-
lenging the amateur status 
of their players, which is 
another way of saying that it 
has allowed schools to avoid 
paying their athletes. 

The BTCFA could con-
tinue to press this specious 

claim to the courts, arguing 
that even without the cover 
of the NCAA, it is no less 
committed to the “Athenian 
concept of a complete educa-
tion derived from fostering 
full growth of both mind and 
body.” (Over-the-top language 
courtesy of the U.S. District 
Court for the Middle District 
of Tennessee.) 

Or it could drop the fig 
leaf, start paying taxes and 
show itself in its full, naked 
commercial glory. 

That sounds self-destruc-
tive — who breaks up their 
own cartel, let alone a tax-
exempt one? — but it might 
actually be the smarter move. 
Ironically, unleashing the free 
market on college football 
could help save members of 
the BTCFA from their own 
greed and short-sightedness, 
which has left many of them 
crying poverty, like wealthy 
bankers who can’t afford to 
service the debt on their 
Gulfstream jets. 

Here’s the problem, as 

explained by the sports 
economist Andy Schwarz: 
Under the current arrange-
ment, player costs are artifi-
cially low. 

That doesn’t mean univer-
sities necessarily spend less 
money; it just means that 
they spend it on other things, 
such as coaches and stadiums 
and players-only dormitories 
outfitted like luxury hotels. 

A lot of schools are mak-
ing a lot of bad economic 
decisions about their football 
programs. “It’s so tempting 
to jump in,” Schwarz told 
me. “But then you realize 
how everything else is more 
expensive than you thought.” 

Let schools pay players, 
Schwarz said, and “money 
would flow toward talent.” 
If a member of the Big-Time 
College Football Association 
wanted to upgrade its pro-
gram, it could do so by buy-
ing better players instead of 
building bigger fieldhouses. 
Not only would this save the 
school money in the short 

term, if it didn’t pan out, the 
school would be out the price 
of a few years of salaries, 
rather than the cost of a 
20,000-square foot, athletes-
only weight room. And places 
like Rutgers wouldn’t wind up 
using student fees to cover 
the multimillion-dollar losses 
of its athletic department. 

Some schools, seeing their 
costs more clearly, might 
drop football altogether, or 
more likely find a level of 
talent that better fits their 
budget. The end result would 
be a system that is both more 
rational (from a financial 
standpoint) and more fair 
(from a player’s). 

Not that any of this is go-
ing to happen. For all of the 
upheaval and veiled threats 
from the power conferences, 
Emmert’s NCAA will almost 
certainly hold together. It’s 
awfully hard to walk away 
from a legally sanctioned 
price-fixing scheme — even 
when it’s in your own best 
interests to do so.
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New University of Ken-
tucky head football coach 
Mark Stoops brought two 
more assistants officially into 
the fold on Thursday with the 
expected hiring announce-
ments of Chad Scott and 
Vince Marrow.

Scott, a former UK run-
ning back, will be an assistant 
coach for the offense. Mar-
row, a former NFL tight end, 
will coach that position for 
the Cats.

Stoops’ staff now includes 
offensive coordinator Neal 
Brown, defensive coordinator 
D.J. Eliot, offensive line coach 
John Schlarman, Scott and 
Marrow.

According to a report by 
Footballscoop.com, the Cats 
will bring aboard Jimmy 

Brumbaugh to coach the de-
fensive line. A former All-
Southeastern Conference 
defensive lineman at Auburn, 
Brumbaugh has been an assis-
tant at East Mississippi Com-
munity College, Syracuse, 
Louisiana Tech and LSU.

Scott has spent the past six 
seasons coaching running backs 
with new offensive coordinator 
Brown at both Troy and Texas 
Tech. His position assignment 
will be finalized when the staff 
hiring is complete.

“He has had tremendous 

success coaching in this sys-
tem, and his familiarity with 
Coach Brown, along with his 
experience with the Kentucky 
program, will help our transi-
tion with the team,” Stoops 
said in UK’s news release. 
“He also is known as an out-
standing recruiter and I’m 
confident he will help us in 
that area as well.”

A native of Tampa, Fla., 
Scott enrolled at Kentucky in 
2000, rushing for 611 yards 
as a true freshman. Scott’s 
sophomore season with UK 

was limited because of injury 
and he transferred to North 
Carolina to complete his col-
legiate career.

Scott said he is excited to 
continue working with Brown. 
We’ve had a great relationship 
coaching together the past six 
years and we’re very eager to 
bring success to the Kentucky 
program,” he said.

“Kentucky is a special 
place to me and my family.  
It’s an honor to return to the 
school where I began my col-
lege career and is my wife’s 
alma mater.”

Scott’s wife is the former 
Shambrica Jones, who played 
basketball at Kentucky.

Marrow comes to Kentucky 
from Nebraska, where he 
coached the Cornhuskers’ tight 
ends the past two seasons.

“I’ve known Mark Stoops 
for a lot of years and this is 
a great opportunity to come 
here and work with him,” 
Marrow said. “I’m excited to 
be here and looking forward 
to the new era of Kentucky 
football.”

Marrow, who played high 
school football with Stoops in 
Youngstown, Ohio, played pro-
fessionally with Buffalo, Caro-
lina, the New York Jets, Chica-
go and San Francisco. Marrow 
wrapped up his playing career 
in the XFL in 2000.

“His diverse experiences 
as a coach and NFL player 
will be invaluable to our play-
ers and our program,” Stoops 
said. “He also is a great re-
cruiter, especially with his 
outstanding connections in 
Ohio.”
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Rob Tenyer, who has 
served as an assistant football 
coach at Morehead State Uni-
versity the past 12 seasons, 
was named the 14th head 
coach in school history on 
Thursday.

Tenyer replaces Matt Bal-
lard, who was fired after a 
4-7 season in 2012, the team’s 
fourth consecutive losing 
campaign.

“This is a great day,” Te-
nyer said during his introduc-
tory news conference. “Today 
is a new era in Morehead 
State football. Today is a new 
era of championship football. 
So that’s exciting.”

Tenyer thanked Ballard for 

being a friend and a “tremen-
dous mentor.” Ballard was 
Morehead State’s head coach 
for 19 seasons.

“My wife asked me this 
morning, ‘How are you go-
ing to get up there without 
crying?’ I said, ‘There ain’t 
no crying in football.’ But 
I’m sure at some point I’ll 
get emotional. This is a great 
place with great people. For 
me that’s what it’s about.”

Tenyer has served as More-
head State’s offensive coordi-
nator the past two years after 
four seasons as recruiting 
coordinator. He has coached 
running backs all 12 years 
with the Eagles, in addition 
to stints as receivers coach, 
strength and conditioning 
coordinator and equipment 
coordinator.

“Rob earned this opportu-
nity, it wasn’t handed to him,” 
Morehead State Director of 
Athletics Brian Hutchinson 
said. “He has always exhibited 
tremendous passion for our 
program and when I began to 
think about who should lead 
it, it became evident that Rob 
had the requisite experience 

and plan to do so.”
In Tenyer’s two years as 

a coordinator, the Eagles’ of-
fense set 29 school records.  
He also worked with MSU’s 
special teams, where seven 
university standards were es-
tablished in 2012.

The Morehead State of-
fense paced the Pioneer Foot-
ball League in five statistical 
categories in 2011 and six in 
2012. 

The Eagles led the PFL in 
points, total yards and pass-
ing yards both seasons.

Tenyer joined the More-
head State staff after serving 
as an assistant coach at Cen-
tre College from 1998-2000 
and a graduate assistant at 

California University (Pa.) 
from 1996-97. He also worked 
as a player/coach with a pro-
fessional team in Landsberg, 
Germany, in 1996.

Tenyer played football, bas-
ketball and baseball growing 
up in Michigan. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Olivet 
College in Michigan in 1995 
and a master’s degree from 
Morehead State in 2007. He 
was a four-year letter winner 
as a quarterback at Olivet.

Tenyer is married to the 
former Jane Kelly, a Morehead 
State graduate who is the uni-
versity’s assistant director of 
fitness, wellness and student 
development. The couple has 
one daughter, Brooke.

Longtime assistant taking over Eagles
Herald-Leader Staff Report

MOREHEAD STATE

Rob Tenyer, 
an assistant for 
12 years, was 

offensive coor-
dinator the past 

two seasons.

Herald-Leader Wire Services

Interim Coach Lance 
Guidry says it best: “There’s a 
lot of stuff going on at West-
ern Kentucky.”

The Hilltoppers are prepar-
ing for their first bowl game 
since joining college football’s 
top tier in 2009. And then, 
after accepting a bid to the 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, 
Western Kentucky lost Coach 
Willie Taggart and made a 
huge splash by hiring Bobby 
Petrino to replace him.

Guidry, who was the 
team’s defensive coordinator, 
will coach the bowl against 
Central Michigan. It’s not 
the first time he’s been asked 
to guide a team through the 
post-season on a temporary 
basis. Guidry was Miami of 
Ohio’s interim coach for a win 
over Middle Tennessee in the 
2011 GoDaddy.com Bowl.

Taggart left to take over 
the program at South Florida, 
and Western Kentucky moved 
quickly to hire Petrino less 
than a year after he was dis-
missed at Arkansas when it 
was learned he had hired his 
former mistress to work in 
the football department. His 

hiring has almost overshad-
owed the fact that the Hilltop-
pers still have another game 
to play.

“At least it’s out of the way 
now. The younger guys know 
who their head coach is going 
to be next year,” Guidry said 
Thursday at a media luncheon 
for his team’s Detroit-based 
bowl. “They know that they’re 
mine right now, and they’re 
good with that.”

For seniors like tight end 
Jack Doyle, the focus needs to 
be on the present.

“I know a lot of the play-
ers are excited about at least 
knowing who their new coach 
is going to be,” Doyle said. 
“We’re excited to get this 
bowl going.”

The Dec. 26 game isn’t just 
a run-of-the-mill post-season 
trip for WKU, which is in its 
fourth season in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision.

“I think they’ve got a chip 
on their shoulder. These se-
niors, they’ve been through so 
much,” Guidry said. “As fresh-
men, they went 0-12. Then 
the next year, I think we had 
a 26-game losing streak, and 
they finally broke it. Then the 

following year, we start off 
0-4, then we won seven of our 
last eight games.”

Around the nation
Washington State: Wash-

ington State gave Coach 
Mike Leach a positive finding 
Wednesday in its internal re-
view of allegations by former 
receiver Marquess Wilson of 
abuse in the football program.

Still to come is an inde-
pendent investigation by the 
Pac-12, with an unknown 
timetable for release.

In his report to WSU 
President Elson Floyd, Ath-
letic Director Bill Moos wrote 
of Leach, “another central 
theme is that the head coach 
is firm, fair and most of all 
consistent.”

On a conference call after 
the summary of the report 
was released, Moos told re-
porters, “It’s very demanding 
here, and I want it that way. 
That’s one of the reasons I 
hired Mike Leach.”

Internal documents ob-
tained by the Seattle Times 
through a public-records re-
quest revealed few of the par-
ticulars of the investigation, 

which Moos said included in-
terviews with a cross-section 
of 12 players and officials who 
oversee various aspects of the 
football program.

Tennessee: Butch Jones’ first 
staff at Tennessee will have a 
distinct Cincinnati flavor.

Jones announced his entire 
staff Thursday aside from the 
wide receivers coach, a posi-
tion that remains vacant. The 
staff features six people who 
worked with Jones at Cincin-
nati this season: offensive co-
ordinator/quarterbacks coach 
Mike Bajakian, defensive co-
ordinator/linebackers coach 
John Jancek, offensive line 
coach Don Mahoney, tight 
ends coach/special teams co-
ordinator Mark Elder, defen-
sive line coach/assistant head 
coach Steve Stripling and 
strength coach Dave Lawson.

Stripling is Cincinnati’s in-
terim head coach for the Dec. 
27 Belk Bowl against Duke at 
Charlotte, N.C.

Mississippi: Coach Hugh 
Freeze has received a one-
year contract extension and 
a $500,000 raise, increasing 
his base salary to $2 million 
per season after leading the 

Rebels to a bowl appearance 
in his first season.

Freeze’s new contract lasts 
through 2016 and includes a 
$100,000 bonus per South-
eastern Conference win, be-
ginning with the second vic-
tory of the season. Ole Miss 
plays Pittsburgh in the BBVA 
Compass Bowl on Jan. 5.

Arkansas: New Razorbacks 
offensive coordinator Jim 
Chaney and defensive boss 
Chris Ash have each signed 
multiyear contracts worth 
$550,000 annually.

Both coaches were hired 
this week by new Razorbacks 
coach Bret Bielema.

Little All-America honors
Junior running back Ter-

rance Cobb of the Univer-
sity of the Cumberlands was 
named Thursday to the third 
team of The Associated Press’s 
Little All-America Team. Cobb 
rushed for 1,991 yards and 26 
touchdowns, both school re-
cords.

Also making the third team 
was West Alabama senior de-
fensive lineman Ridge Wilson, 
a transfer from the University 
of Kentucky.

Amid changes, WKU focuses on bowl
COLLEGE NOTES

BENGALS 34, EAGLES 13

Cincinnati . . . . . .10 0 14 10 — 34
Philadelphia . . . . .0 13 0 0 — 13

First quarter: Cin—Green-Ellis 1 run (Brown 
kick), 11:10. Cin—FG Brown 24, 7:51. Second quar-
ter: Phi—Cooper 11 pass from Foles (Henery kick), 
11:40. Phi—FG Henery 22, 7:37. Phi—FG Henery 20, 
:17. Third quarter: Cin—Dalton 11 run (Brown kick), 
1:10. Cin—Gilberry 25 fumble return (Brown kick), 
:21. Fourth quarter: Cin—FG Brown 32, 14:12. Cin—
Green 5 pass from Dalton (Brown kick), 12:47.

A—69,144.
 Cin Phi
First downs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 10
Total Net yards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 221
Rushes-yards . . . . . . . . . . . . .41-157 19-42
Passing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 179
Punt returns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-42 1-6
Kickoff returns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-69 7-130
Interceptions ret. . . . . . . . . . . . 1-44 0-0
Comp-att-int . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13-27-0 16-33-1
Sacked-yards lost. . . . . . . . . . . 6-35 1-3
Punts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5-38.8 7-36.9
Fumbles-lost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-2 4-4
Penalties-yards . . . . . . . . . . . . .11-94 9-76
Time of possession . . . . . . . . 37:40 22:20

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Cincinnati, Green-Ellis 25-106, Dal-

ton 8-18, M.Jones 1-10, Hawkins 1-9, Herron 3-8, 
Leonard 2-6, Tate 1-0. Philadelphia, Brown 16-34, 
Foles 2-5, Lewis 1-3.

PASSING—Cincinnati, Dalton 13-27-0-127. Phila-
delphia, Foles 16-33-1-182.

RECEIVING—Cincinnati, Gresham 6-63, Green 
6-57, Leonard 1-7. Philadelphia, Maclin 4-73, Avant 
3-44, Harbor 3-30, Cooper 3-20, Brown 1-11, Havili 
1-8, Lewis 1-(minus 4).

MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.


