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Citycounty merger discussion picks up
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representative for each of the 26
districts) making decisions about
raising taxes, the "ability of the
government just to raise taxes
would be severely reduced." He
said the council would have to
answer for such decisions and
could even face being fired.

Currently, fiscal court can
decide to make tax changes that
would affect St. Matthews so that
taxes could be raised tomorrow if
they wanted, Haag said.

"We don't want to touch the
small cities," Haag said. Small
cities, he said, pay extra for ser-

vices so that they can exercise

Lyndon OKs
fiber optics
with condition
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signs at Lyndon Recreation on
Whipps Mill Road to alleviate
r ight-of-wa- y problems caused by
roadside parking. Lyndon Mayor
Susan Barto agreed to contact
Metro Parks and Lyndon Recre-

ation Association Inc. to discuss
options, since Whipps Mill is a
county road.

The council expressed concern
about the MSD project at Holly
Springs, where grass has grown
to nearly three feet in some
places. Included in the plan was
planting of about 400 plants, but
only half have been planted.

Lyndon resident Virginia
Crawford requested a town meet-
ing for residents to meet Lyndon's
11 city council candidates. Barto
said she would contact the Lyn-

don Business Association as a
possible sponsor, since it has
sponsored one before.

The council also approved a
motion to obtain bids for one-tim- e

leaf removal.
-- Danielle Combs

St. Matthews
annexes Springlee,
Cherrywood and
Fairmeade

The St. Matthews City Council
approved the city of Springlee's
request for annexation at its Aug.
22 regular meeting.

St. Matthews Mayor Draut
welcomed the residents of Spring-
lee by saying, "We sure want you,
and we're glad you took the steps
to join us."

The first reading of ordinances
for the annexations of the cities of
Fairmeade and Cherrywood were
also approved, and a special meet-

ing was set for the second read-
ings were set for Aug. 25. Both
ordinances were approved Aug.
25 and will take effect Sept. 1.

St. Matthews annexed the
cities of Broad Fields and Ply-

mouth Village on July 1, and the
new Sept. 1 annexations will
mark the third, fourth and fifth
cities that have joined St.
Matthews.

- Leigh Harrington

TARC offers service
to U of L games

Beginning Sept. 2, TARC will
provide Cardinal Express bus ser-
vice to all University of Louisville
football games at Papa John's
Cardinal Stadium. The cost is $3
each way or $6 round trip.

TARC will pick up passengers
at several locations and take
them to the stadium an hour
before kickoff. Buses will depart
45 minutes aftergame.

For more information, call
TARC Customer Service at 585-123- 4

or visit TARC's Web site at
ridetarc.org.
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greater control.
"If you vote for merger, you

have a better chance of keeping
small cities intact," Haag said.

Woodlawn Park Mayor
Howard Martin said, "I think
they will leave the cities alone,
and I'm banking on that to
remain (true)."

Martin said he distributed a
survey to Woodlawn residents
several years ago and 296 of its
450 residents responded. Of
those, 293 said they wanted to re-

main a fifth-clas- s city while only
three wanted to merge with St.
Matthews.

Martin said that he and his
residents do not feel threatened
by the merger. "No one has said,
'Let's give up,' " Martin said.
"We're going to stay Woodlawn
Park as long as I have any say-so.- "

He disagrees with the stance
taken by some merger supporters,
that small cities may want to dis-

solve themselves because consol-
idated government may be able to
offer more services at a lesser
cost. "I don't expect that because
right now the county has (no ser-
vices)." If a city is not incorporat-
ed now, its residents must pay
extra for services, he said. "You
can't go to your mayor and say, 'I
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Wild
World's held during

It was

Northup learned
from family
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of reading as part of her three-da- y

schedule of speaking events to
"connect with Louisville."

As a member of the powerful
Appropriations Committee,
Northup said, "I feel like I can
make a tremendous difference for
Louisville."

Northup said the committee
increased education spending 5
percent this year, it ap-
proved increases for all programs
during a 10-ho- meeting. "Noth-

ing was cut," Northup said.
Nothing for the Sum-

mer Youth Opportunities Grants,
started by former President
Jimmy Carter in and imple-

mented to provide youth with
summer jobs at a time when

was high.
This year, the bud-

get was $772 million and "Louis-
ville did not have enough
apply to fill the slots that were
funded," she said. She said the
program was funded again be-

cause of fear about what voters
might view as cutting funds. So
someone proposed the budget
be increased by million.
Northup spoke out against it, and
funding was not increased.

when Northup spoke at an
recently, someone was

handing out saying she had
cut funding for summer youth
opportunities, said, putting a
negative spin on her action.
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need a streetlight or I need my
street fixed.'

Tm going to wait and see and
do everything I can," Martin
"I'm for remaining Woodlawn
Park."

Undefined terms
Under the merger, cities in-

cluding St. Matthews would be
allowed to annex adjoining incor-

porated cities, but would not be
allowed to annex areas within the
current city of Louisville for 12

years after the merger takes
effect.

But this presents some confu-

sion because statutes passed in
1996 did not clearly specify the
terms of an annexation. Annexa-
tion is a standard terminology for
the taking in of unincorporated
cities, said local lawyer Foster
Haunz, who also serves as St.
Matthews' city attorney.

"If the merger goes through,
there will be changes in the way
cities operate one another,"
Haunz "Part of the problem
is a semantic one, in that What is
an annexation?'

This ambiguity contributed to
Plymouth Village's decision to be
annexed by St. Matthews. Brown
said the proposal, as she
understood it, would
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But Northup had something of
her own to say about the other
side. Describing the difference
between a liberal and a conserva-
tive, Northup said, "A liberal is
somebody who believes
problem we have, in families,
communities and neighborhoods,
is best addressed by the federal
government."

Northup stressed that "the fed-

eral government is not the place
to make every classroom work.

"There isn't a law that you can
pass to get rid of crummy secon-

d-grade teacher. Empowering
people locally is the best way to
do it."

Northup made several stops in
Louisville Aug. 23-2- including a
discussion with local parents and
teachers, a tour of the Adam-Bake- r

Domestic Violence Unit, a
discussion on affordable housing
at the Housing Partnership annu-
al meeting and a Welfare to Work
round table discussion at the fed-

eral building.

Contact Danielle Combs at
daniellecombsyahoo.com.
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small cities from annexing al-

though merging would be al-

lowed.
She added that merging is a

much more involved process
because it requires an official vote
instead of a 51 percent approval
petition.

But Haag disagreed. "Cities
that are small enough and want
to merge can get signatures and
that won't change," Haag said.
But if St. Matthews wanted to be
annexed by Louisville, the
would have to go to a vote of both
St. Matthews and Louisville.

Skepticism remains
Jefferson County "C" District

Commissioner Darryl Owens,
who heads the anti-merg- er group
COST (Citizens Organizing in
Search of the Truth), said he
opposes the merger proposal
because he "can't find the beef."

"This plan doesn't even talk
about services," Owens said. "Peo-
ple have no answer to that.

"All the data that govern-
ment merged costs more. How

(merger sup-
porters) have no figures.

"What we want to know is
what's going to be better after
merger than before."

Owens said small cities "are
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concerned, and rightfully so, that
they're going to be next on the
agenda."

He said annexations are in-

creasing because small cities are
"attempting to protect thems-

elves."
"They've been pretty clear

about it, that they're doing it
because of merger," Owens said.
"If this is so great, then why are
they running from it?"

The anti-merg- er campaign will
launch in September.

The pro-merg- er campaign,
"Yes, Unity," kicked off on Aug.
21, promising a bright future for

w

Underground utilities

Flood

Louisville and it with
the merged

Indianapolis
and Nashville.

The has
the support Republicans Jeffer-

son County JudgeExecutive
Rebecca Jackson and U.S. Sen.
Mitch and Democrats
Louisville Mayor Dave
and Mayor

Contact Danielle Combs

Contact Leigh Harrington
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Sandy Rogalinski
Banking Officer

Anchorage Branch Manager

Lots of banks talk about great

service. Commonwealth Bank really

delivers it. With .quick

and responses. Greeting you by

name when you come in the door.

Our people do it takes to

make you feel right at home with us.

Stop by or call today, 244-645- 0.
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