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Friday: Partly cloudy. High: Lower 80s. Low: 
Upper 50s.

Saturday: Mostly sunny. High: Lower 80s. 
Low: Lower 60s.

Sunday: Mostly sunny. High: Lower 80s. Low: 
Lower 60s.
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Butt-dialing becoming a real pain in 911’s ... butt

By Ben Carlson
News staff

If you’ve ever butt-dialed 
911 don’t be embarrassed 
because you have plenty of 
company.

So much company, in fact, 
that the problem is becom-
ing a significant one for 

local 911 dispatchers who 
have much more important 
work to do than answering 
phone calls made, well, from 
people’s butts.

Butt-dialing — slang for 
when a cell phone user 
inadvertently dials a phone 
number — is a growing prob-

lem across the country, and 
Lawrenceburg certainly isn’t 
immune.

In the past year, the Law-
renceburg Police Depart-
ment’s 911 center has fielded 
roughly 26,000 calls, 2,700 
of which came as the result 
of cell phone users who had 

no emergency, according to 
Todd Sparrow, the depart-
ment’s dispatch supervisor.

“It’s a problem for every 
911 center in the country,” 
Sparrow said, noting that 
roughly 1-in-10 calls received 
is considered a butt-dial. 
“Because it’s a large volume 
of calls we get daily [butt-
dials] happen during real 
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Butt-dialing can happen in many ways, not 
the least of which is carrying a cell phone 
this close to your butt.

Nearly 10 percent of calls to dispatch center come from cell phone mishaps
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High school seniors Tori Yeaste and Matt Sprague are all smiles while discussing being appoint-
ed to the Air Force Academy.

Pair fly off into
wild blue yonder
Anderson seniors receive appointments to Air Force Academy

By John Herndon
Sports editor

Throughout their high school years, 
Tori Yeaste and Matt Sprague have had 
their share of memorable moments.

Moments like back on Nov. 18 when 
Sprague hauled in a touchdown pass 
with 44 seconds remaining to pull 
Anderson County into a tie with Con-
ner. The ensuing extra point gave the 
Bearcats the school’s first regional 
championship.

Two weeks later, Anderson was play-
ing in the state championship game.

There have been moments like 
Oct. 17, 2009, when Yeaste and her 
Anderson County girls’ soccer team-
mates upset highly regarded Woodford 
County for the district crown. Or when 

Tori celebrated with her sister after the 
Lady Bearcat basketball team won its 
first regional championship in 32 years.

And there were times when Yeaste 
and Sprague created memories togeth-
er, too. “We went to the prom together 
last year,” Yeaste says with a bit of a 
laugh. “We didn’t go this year.”

But those were simply big moments, 
the kind that warrant snapping a pic-
ture and branding the memory for 
future reference.

Over the past two weeks, the Ander-
son County High School seniors have 
experienced one of those pinch-me-to-
let-me-know-this-is-real moments. The 
reality was confirmed for both Monday 
night when Congressman Ben Chan-

See YONDER, Page A2

Markwell
farm goes

Hollywood
Ball State students transform 

property into futuristic film set
By Meaghan Downs

News staff 

The Markwell property is over-
run.   

Soldiers mill about the barn, 
some catching a quick afternoon 
nap on the floor.   

An exhausted priest cuddles 
with half a bottle of whiskey on 
the Markwell’s living room couch.

Crew members, dressed in black, 
tote cameras and audio equipment 
to the lake to film the next scene. 

Meanwhile Denny Markwell, the 
Lawrenceburg host for this small 
army of actors, cameramen and 
film producers, lights a large char-
coal pit for a barbecue dinner.  

Since May 8, the Markwell’s 
home and deer processing business 
had been transformed into “Cheery 
Point,” the setting for executive 
producer and screenwriter Kenneth 
Stevenson’s first feature film. 

“By nature, I’m a visual artist,” 
Stevenson said. “I’m usually the guy 
who blows things up.” 

Stevenson, who recently gradu-
ated from Ball State University in 
Indiana, was looking for his next, 
big step with his film company 
Versa Studios. 

So he took a 115-page screenplay 
— co-written with girlfriend Alli-
son Flood, director Adam Bailey 
and friend James Treakle — $16,000 
in college tuition and went to work 

Angry
Beasmores

demand
answers

Woman who sued county tackles 
city council over trashed house

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

Lawrenceburg residents Lea and 
Kevin Beasmore want answers from 
the city on the state of a dilapi-
dated Marrs Avenue 
property, one that the 
couple says is a public 
nuisance, a health 
hazard and should be 
demolished.   

Lea Beasmore spoke 
before the council, 
stating she was there 
representing her par-
ents, who own a home adjoining the 
Marrs Avenue property. 

“I’ve stood on my mom and dad’s 
property, and I kind of want to make 
my dad proud of me for standing 
here tonight,” Lea Beasmore, who 
said her father recently passed 
away, said. 

Lea Beasmore passed out pho-

Beasmore

See ANGRY, Page A2

Fallen soldiers
to be honored

From staff reports 
The American Legion Auxiliary 

invites the Anderson County com-
munity to the Wall of Honor and 
the Healing Field at 725 West Broad-
way for a memorial service on May 
27 at 3 p.m. 

According to event organizers, 
“the service is being hosted by the 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 34, 
Department of Kentucky Auxiliary 
and American Legion Post 34 in 
remembrance of our fallen heroes. 
Our troops here and abroad who 
are still protecting and ensuring our 
freedom will also be honored.

“Kentucky has lost eight soldiers 
this past year. They, as well as their 
families, will be honored at the 
Healing Field. A flag will be raised 
above the marble marker which 
states their name, branch of service, 
rank and hometown.” 
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In one scene in the film Father Albert 
Camus, portrayed by Richard Henkel at 
right, tries to elicit emotions from the 
main hero by using flashcards of people 
and animals. With him is actress Heidi 
Yost, who plays an artist named Kris.  

See MOVIE, Page A3

See BUTT, Page A3


