
‘Stand ground’
laws are defended
In the wake of Trayvon Mar-

tin’s killing, the “hoplophobes”
— those who fear weapons —
are ready to take up arms, at
least metaphorically, against
“stand your ground” laws. I’ll
leave a decision on the legality
of that shooting up to the local
grand jury. Likewise, I’ll leave
the defense of Mr. Zimmerman’s
actions to his attorney.
“Stand your ground” laws are

based on long-standing prece-
dents in common law. Those
precedents include the right of
self-defense, supported by all
major religions, and that a per-
son’s home is his castle. I find
the idea that a person should
have to retreat from his home to
avoid conflict with a felon re-
pugnant.
Kentucky has passed its own

“stand your ground” law in the
early 1990s. That law acknowl-
edges a person’s right to use
deadly force to stop a felony on
his property.
Along with many other states,

Kentucky passed a law authoriz-
ing concealed carry permits for
firearms at about the same time.
Soon after, a drop in the crime
rate was reported. I doubt that
was a coincidence.
Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush

was correct in saying Florida’s
“stand your ground” law was a
common-sense, anti-crime bill.
When seconds count, the police
are minutes away.

Steve Little
Ashland

Must we lose one
to get another?
I read the letter about Wal-

mart coming to Grayson. 
Grayson has a Kmart. We in

Ashland do not.
I live in Boyd County. We got

a Walmart and lost our Kmart.
I believe we need both. Compe-
tition is good. We don’t have a
Home Depot because we have a
Lowe’s. Think about it.
I go to Grayson or Hunting-

ton to shop at Kmart. I also go
to Grayson or Huntington to
eat at Shoney’s. My goodness,
do we have to lose one business
to get another? That seems to
be what happened in Boyd
County.

Patricia Smith
Ashland

Alcohol sales
only hurt us
I realize people want alcohol

sales because they think it will
help our revenue. Well, I think it
only hurts us.
In commercials you see peo-

ple who are at ease, happy.
Everything is so perfect. It also
helps you with ball games be-
cause they can advertise it.
Cigarettes are bad for you as

well but they won’t let you ad-
vertise them on radio and televi-
sion. Isn’t this like a double
standard? 
Alcohol destroys families. The

advertisements don’t show you
the battered wives who are hurt
by alcohol. My family has been
through alcoholism and drugs.
Alcohol is a legal drug. Rent
money, grocery money, utility
money, just to name a few, have
been spent on alcohol.

Just like drugs, alcohol kills
and destroys lives. Ask the chil-
dren who only have one parent.
Ask them how they feel about
alcohol.
I have lived here in Ashland

for 60 years. I never thought I
would ever see alcohol sold here. 

Cheryl Fields
Ashland 

Easter is always
matter of heart
Eastern Orthodox Christiani-

ty is the second largest Chris-
tian denomination in the world.
This year Orthodox Easter is
celebrated April 15 as the date is
based on the Julian calendar
and after the Jewish observance
of Passover. 
Since early church history, de-

termining the precise date of
Easter has been a point for con-
tinued argument as the follow-
ers of Christ neglected to record
the exact date. Archaeological
discoveries, however, continue
to support the Bible’s historical
accuracy, but from then on the
exact date grew increasingly
complex.
But whether the dates are ac-

curate or not, the meaning of
Easter for Christians remains
the same: Christ rose from the
dead, giving us eternal life. So
whatever calendar is observed,
Easter is a matter of the heart
and that is the heart of the mat-
ter.

Kathleen Chamis
Ashland

Right to Repair 
aids consumers
The American Military Socie-

ty urges Congress to pass the
Motor Vehicle Owners’ Right to
Repair Act (HR 1449) on behalf
of its membership, which in-
cludes active, reserve, National
Guard, retired and veterans of
the uniformed services, their
families and survivors.
Right to Repair levels the

competitive playing field for mo-
toring consumers and between
new car dealerships and inde-
pendent repair shops by requir-
ing car companies provide full,
fair access at a reasonable cost
to all nonproprietary service in-
formation, tools and safety-re-

lated bulletins needed to repair
today’s high-tech motor vehi-
cles.
When local repair shops are

denied access to nonproprietary
repair information from the car
companies, competition is limit-
ed. All consumers benefit from
competition, but those serving
our country and their families
at home derive particular bene-
fit from being able to obtain af-
fordable, effective and conven-
ient repairs for their vehicles.
As cars become more compli-

cated with more computer sys-
tems, the problem becomes
more acute. Military personnel
and their families are often sta-
tioned in remote locations far
from any dealerships, relying on
independent repair shops to
service their vehicles. Most do
not have the time to find the
nearest dealership, drive all the
way there and wait for their sole
source of transportation to be
repaired. If  critical repairs go
unperformed, then safety may
be compromised. 

Charles C. Partridge
Colonel, USA (retired)

American Military Society
Upper Marlboro, Md.

Lindsey Cemtery
needs donations
Spring is in the air and along

with spring comes that time of
the year for clean up and for up-
keep of the Lindsey Cemetery.
We need your help to do so. 
What better way to honor

your loved ones than by helping
to keep their final resting place
looking clean, attractive and
comforting? 
We are starting with a zero

balance this year and with gas
prices elevating so much we are
in need of donation. Any family
member interested in helping
with the effort of keeping the
Lindsey Cemetery clear of clut-
ter and keeping the grass
mowed can do so by sending do-
nations to The Lindsey Ceme-
tery Fund, c/o Paul and Ruth
Damron 3826 N. St. Hwy. 7,
Grayson, Ky.  41143.

If  you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to call
at (606) 474-6194.

Paul and Ruth Damron
The Lindsey Cemetery Fund

Grayson
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Will they agree? 
Bill on prescription drugs is 
too vital to be allowed to die 

A
sk any resident what
the most serious
problem in northeast
Kentucky is, and you

are likely to get near unanimous
agreement that it is the prescrip-
tion drug epidemic. Abuse of
drugs designed to ease pain and
provide relief for those who are
seriously ill or injured continues
to destroy lives and families and
is at the root of  virtually all
crimes. Prescription drug abuse
is so rampant in this region that
threatens our very future.
So what are our elected lead-

ers in Frankfort doing to combat
this most serious of  problem?
Maybe nothing.
Unless a conference commit-

tee of  the Kentucky House of
Representatives and the Senate
can reach a compromise on a bill
that has easily been approved by
both the House and the Senate
before legislators return for the
final day of the 60-day 2012 Gen-
eral Assembly on Thursday, the
session will end without the ap-
proval of  the primary piece of
legislation designed to curb the
prescription drug epidemic. 
What a tragedy that would be.

House Bill 3 is not the cure-all
for the prescription drug epi-
demic but it is a step that needs
to be taken to give law enforce-
ment officers and prosecutors
the tools they need to better
track and control the flow of
prescription pain pills in the
state. To do nothing is to surren-
der to those who are getting rich
feeding the addictions of  area
residents.
Among other things, HB 3 —

which has Speaker of the House
Greg Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg, a
former attorney general, as its
primary sponsor —  would
transfer to the Kentucky attor-
ney general’s office the responsi-
bility of  tracking doctors who
overprescribe painkillers. 
The House version would

have given prosecutors access to
prescription information under
KASPER, the Kentucky All
Schedule Prescription Electron-
ic Monitoring Program. That
version was approved by a lop-
sided 81-7 vote. 
However, the Senate amended

the bill to sharply limit the num-
ber of  prosecutors given access
to the monitoring data before
approving HB 3 by a vote of 26-9. 
The House refused to go along

with the Senate amendment,
and a joint conference commit-
tee was appointed to work on a
compromise between the House
and Senate version. That’s
where the bill now stands.
Sen. Tom Jensen, R-London,

who led the effort to pass the bill
in that chamber, put forward
several significant changes, in-
cluding what he called “gate-
keeper provisions” to alleviate
doctors’ fears of “free for all” in-
vestigations.
Jensen’s version would create

a unit in the attorney general’s
office of  no more than 20 em-
ployees who would have access
to KASPER data, and those em-
ployees would have to be trained
in its use. They could share the

data with police, federal author-
ities, prosecutors and others on-
ly in the case of “bona fide inves-
tigations” involving specific in-
dividuals, based on criteria re-
sulting from conversations with
“appropriate licensing boards,”
Jensen said.
The governor could enter into

an interstate compact on the
monitoring of  prescription
drugs so that information could
be shared among law enforce-
ment officers and others in par-
ticipating states. Individuals al-
so would be allowed to see their
own KASPER records.
Stumbo has been critical of

the cabinet and the state’s med-
ical licensing board for not do-
ing enough to fight Kentucky’s
drug epidemic. The legislation is
an attempt to control “pill mills”
— pain clinics operated by, or in
partnership with, unscrupulous
doctors who overprescribe pain
medications such as Oxycodone
and Hydrocodone. 
Jensen told his fellow Sena-

tors that moving KASPER to the
attorney general’s office was the
most contentious part of  the
bill, but also the most impor-
tant.
“I can tell you, what we’ve

been doing with KASPER in the
cabinet has not worked,” he
said. “There is still a huge pre-
scription drug abuse problem in
the state, and it is not being con-
trolled.”
Jensen said about 80 percent

of all criminal cases in courts in-
volve drugs, and Sen. Ray Jones,
D-Pikeville, said more than 80
Kentuckians a month, on aver-
age, are dying of  prescription
drug overdoses. Boyd County
Commonwealth’s Attorney
David Justice contends that vir-
tually all — yes, all — felonies
committed in the county stem
from the prescription drug epi-
demic.
The Senate version of the bill

wisely does retain the provision
that pain clinics be owned by li-
censed physicians, but our fear
is that it handcuffs the ability of
prosecutors to effectively go af-
ter those who are fueling the
drug epidemic, including a
handful of  physicians who are
little more than drug pushers.
KASPER is an excellent sys-

tem for tracking drug use, but
unfortunately, many pharma-
cists do not check with KASPER
when filling prescriptions for ad-
dictive pain pills.
The Senate bill still would re-

quire pharmacists to use
KASPER but not physicians.
Unless doctors are required to
use KASPER when they write
prescriptions, the legislation
would not be as effective as it
needs to be. In our book, that’s a
key ingredient. While better
than nothing, the Senate version
weakens the bill. The House was
right to balk at the changes, but
between now and Thursday, we
hope reason will prevail and a
compromise will be reached on
this important piece of  legisla-
tion. People’s lives are at stake,
and time is running out.
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