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Religious.
Why I Love my Church.

BY THE REV. J. H. BOCOCIC,

Georgetown, D. O.

My Church is the old Presbyterian
Church; rich, through all ages of her
history, in divine learning, and in hu-

man learning, and in deep thought, and
in 3cep faith. She is my Church ; and
w!:b i rvent charity and kind good-wi- ll

towards all other friends of our common
Lord, and to the churches into which they
are gathered, I confess that I deeply and
truly love my own Church. I will ex-

plain why. if my reasons are good and
true, they may awaken the same sacred
attachment in other hearts perhaps in
your own, dear reader.

I. I love my Church because she hon-

ors the Lord Jesus Christ as a Divine
Saviour ; loves, adores, and enthrones
him in her heart, as the "only Redeem-

er of God's elect;" receives him in all
his offices as Prophet, Priest, and King;
believes in him supremely as the Media-

tor of the covenant of grace ; and owns

and acknowledges him, and him only, as

the Head of the Church on earth and in
heaven.

II. I love my Church because, with
all her imperfections, such as may cling
to the best of earthly things, still the
piety which is in her is true godliness ;

it humbles and warms and cheers the
believer's heart; and is produced to quite
as great a degree as that in any other
Church, by the simple action of the di-

vine word on the human heart.
III. I love my Church because she

owns and calmly maintains among me"h

the great and glorious doctrines of grace
which are taught so clearly in God's word

(See Ephes. i ; Romans viii, ix ; I Peter
i), which human pride and the carnal
heart bo much oppose, though they are
so clearly laid down in Scripture, and bo

precious to the humble, teachable, and
renewed heart.

IV. I love my Church because she
holds the great doctrines of grace in such
manner as that " thereby neither is God
represented asfthe author of sin, nor is
violence offered to the will of the crea-

tures, nor is the liberty or contingency
of second causes taken away" (Confession
of Faith, chapter 3, section 1) ; thus
maintaining' both parts of the revealed
truth on this great subject, without un
dertaking to explain all the difficulties
which may grow out of them; but believ-
ing and maintaining them with loyal and
faithful heart, on the authority of the
word of God.

V. I love my Church because she owns
the necessity of a pure, holy, godly life,
not conformed to this world. Her ordin- -

mtrrjiii:alvi.j bears the record, which will
be so precious in the light of eternity,
that she is willing to sacrifice none of the
strictness of the divine word, in order
thereby to purchase or procure the friend-

ship and support of the sensual, the
worldly, the unregenerate, and the un
spiritual.

VI. I love my Church because she
teaches and maintains that the regener-
ation and renewal of the human heart is
effected by the power of the Holy Spirit
of God alone, and not by baptism, or any
other religious ceremony human or di-

vine.
VII. I love my Church because the

prayers which she offers are expressions
of her present, living desires, adorations,
thanks, wants, and requests; as unques-
tionably the prayers of our Lord and of
the patriarchs, prophets, and apostles
were; and because she is not bound to
take the language of former generations
and other ages of mere men as the sole

'language of her present worship; but her
worship, like her religion, is an incessant
living development and utterance of the
power of the Divine Spirit in the hearts
of her children.

VIII. I love my Church because, with
all the defects and imperfections of her
ministers, who are, as others are, but men,
yet she has and has ever had, both a god-

ly and an educated ministry; and has
never had, and will not suffer, either a
ministry of cold, dead, and worldly learn-

ing without godliness, nor a ministry in

.which piety is connected with ignorance
and superstition.

IX. I love my Church because she has
erected the whole edifice of her most ho-

ly and precious faith upon the word of
God, and no part of it upon the doctrines
or commandments of men. (See Con-

fession of Faith Form of Government,
chapter 1, section 1.

X. I love my Church because she main-

tains the principles of true catholicity,
as laid down by Paul in the fourteenth
chapter of the Romans; not denying the
baptism of her sister churches, or the or-

ders of their ministry, because their bap-

tism, or their orders, are performed ac-

cording to their own consciences and not
hers.

XI. I love my Church because her
baptism is by pouring or sprinkling, as
it appears that our Saviour's was; as best
shown, by type, the pouring out of the
Holy Spirit; as was the baptism of the
three thousand at Pentecost; of the Apos-
tle Paul ; and the Philippian jailer, and
probably others (Luke iii, 21 ; Acts ii,
41, ix, 18, xxvi, 33); and because she
maintains with special faithfulness the
baptism of the Holy Spirit of God, as the
thing exhibited by baptism with water;
and makes covenant with God for her
children.

XII. I love my Church because she
steadfastly maintains, and has ever main-

tained, the pure institutions of the Holy
Scriptures, and of the Church of Christ
in its purest and most uncorrupt ages,
that ministers of the Gospel should be
appointed and ordained to their office by
the teaching elders or presbyters of the
church; as the Apostle Paul was ordained
by the teachers at Antioch (Acts xiii, 1);
and as Timothy was ordained " by the
laying on of the hands of the Presby-
tery," (1 Tim. iv, 14.) And for which
government to be perpetuated, a prepar-
ation was made by the apostles and their
fellow-laborer- s, when they "ordained el-

ders or presbyters in every city." (See
Titus i, 15.)

XIII. I love my Church because she
is a truly and thoroughly reformed
Church, on the model of the holy Scrip-
tures, with no likeness, kindred, or ten-

dency towards the great Antichristian
apostasy.

XIV. I love my Church because she
obeys the Scriptures, in letting no man
judge her on the subject of " meats and

driks and holy doys," and " ordinances
after the commandments and doctrines
of men-- " (Col. ii.)

XV. I love my Church because, in all
her history, she is identified with consti-
tutional liberty, the government of law,
and the rights and the duties of man ;

and has ever been the leader in the great
cause of legal liberty in Church and
State.

XVI. I love my Church because she
is ordinarily above the littleness of pros- -

elytism; and after her zealous advocacy
of truth as she apprehends it, she leaves
men to form their church connections
according to their own consciences in
view of that truth.

XVII. I love my Church because she
is not, and has never been, indifferent to
the distinction between truth and error.on
any important subject ; and because she
is as free as it often falls to the lot of
earthly things to be, from impurity, from
schism, from heresy, from any exclusive
assumption, or from the spiritual death
of mere form and ceremony.

XVIII. I love my Church because she
steadfastly believes in, earnestly prays
for, ond frequently, through the grace of
God, richly enjoys, powerful revivals of
religion; walking in a happy middle
path between wild and dangerous animal
excitements on the one hand, and the
frozen and dead forms of Pharisaism on
the other hand. Thank God for that
happy middle way, in which our hearts
may be warmed with living fire from God
above, and made to glow with the mighty
power of the spiritual life, and yet we
may diligently preserve the good order
and the deep solemnity befitting the
house of the Lord.

XIX. I love my Church for her sol-

emn and earnest prayers ; for her grave
and decent good order ; for her rich,
cheering, and godly psalms and hymns
of praise; and for the precious Gospel of
Christ, which, with jealous faithfulness,
and without corrupt admixtures, she
guards, defends, and preaches to the
people.

XX. I love my Church because she is
an elective republic holding the official
equality of her ministers, according to
the words of the Lord Jesus, "One is
your master even Christ, and all ye are
brethren" without the power of a re-

ligious monarchy on the one hand, and
without the uncertain caprice of an un-
checked majority on the other hand; but
with gradation of courts and due rights
of appeal.

XXI. I love my Church because those
found around her standards are, in gen-
eral, people of at least as sober judg-
ments, as candid and peaceable spirits,
as thinking, inquiring, investigating
minds as others, and reflect in society, so
far as their influence goes, fully as much
of the light of revealed truth as others.

XXII. I love my Church because she
is so peculiarly apt to be disliked by the
gay infidel, the licentious and ribald sen-

sualist, the ungodly worldling, the dark
and dangerous fanatic, and the cold and
blank atheist and pantheist.

XXIII. I love my Church" because
her doctrines and her discipline arc as
old as the holy Scriptures; they were in
the hearts and lives of many of God's
hidden ones in the ages when the Church
was in the w'lderness, and when religion
had its great revival at the time of the
Reformation in the sixteenth century,
these doctrines and this discipline arose
from the word of God, where, according
to our humble faith, they had ever been.

XXIV. I love my Church because,
with little or nothing to attract the world,
save the precious Gospel of Christ, she
has yet been attended by the mighty
power of the Spirit of God, during the
past twenty years, so as to have doubled
the number of her members; having ad-

vanced from the one hundred and forty
thousand communicants which she had
at that time, to the two hundred and
eighty thousand members which she has
at the present time (1860).

XXV. I love my Church becauso I
can so truly and faithfully love her, in
accordance with the foregoing devout
profession, and in strict accordance with
her own principles, and yet preserve the
unity of the Spirit, the bond of peace, fer-

vent charity, and communion in their
gilts, graces, and sacraments', with all
that in every place call with true faith
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
both theirs and ours.

XXVI. I love my Church because she
heartily accepts the Redeemer's great
parting commandment, "Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to ev-

ery creature ;" because she is, and has
been, among the foremost of the tribes
of his people in seeking to spread among
men everywhere the knowledge of the
truth as it is tn Jesus; and because Bhe
is blessed with the possession of as com-
plete an equipment, perhaps with a more
complete equipment, for the missionary
work of the bright coming ages, than most
other Churches. She is thoroughly
equipped with Schools, Colleges, and
Theological Seminaries for the training
of her sous and daughters for His ser-
vice. She is thoroughly equipped with
her Missionary, Education, Publication,
and Church Extension Agencies, for the
actual execution of the missionary work.
And she is thoroughly equipped with her
Presbyteries, Synods, and General As-
sembly, to administer the government of
the Church on earth, under her Great
Head in heaven ; and to maintain right,
liberty, and purity; as she has ever been
blessed with the divine grace to incline
and enable her to do.

XXVII. I love my Church because
she is a branch of the Holy Catholic
Church in the purest and truest sense of
the words, ller members are grafted
into the body of Christ, not merely by
the appointed ceremony which is the
sign and seal of ingrafting, but is utter-
ly vain and empty when alone, but also
by the Holy Spirit of God, who alone
can bestow on any soul real communion
in the true Catholic Church. And I
love her because that true Holy Catholic
Church of which she is a branch is distin-
guished from the world by the work of
the Spirit upon the hearts of men, and
not by genealogies and successions of
men without the Spirit of God. And I
love her because proof is constantly ac-

cumulating everywhere, in the provi-
dence of God, that her consistent mem-
bers meet with abundant acceptance and
salvation from the Lord.

Nearly Home. "Almost well, and
nearly at home," said the dying Baxter,
when asked how he was by a friend. A
martyr, when approaching the stake,

as to how he felt,answered,

' Never better ; for now I know that I
am almost home." Then looking over
the meadows between him and the place
where he was to be immediately burnt,
he said, "Only two more stiles to get ov-

er, and I am at my Father's house."
" Dying," said the Rev. S. Medley, "is
sweet work home, home!" Another on
his deathbed said, "I am going home as
fast as I can, and bless God that I have
a good home to go to."

Are Your Children Baptized P

A Tract by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.

Baptism is the external seal of our cov
enant, relation to Christ, or the badge by
which we are visibly known as Christians.
To have worn such a badge for Jesus on
earth, will be a pleasure to you for ever
more. Would it be less so to your little
children? Why, then, forbid them?

1. Surely vou believe in the salvation
of infants. Yet none but Christ's, Chris-
tians, or those in a state of grace are
saved. Infants then are such, if saved.
Tbey are such while infants. Because
you are such, you are baptized. Why,
then, are not your children baptized?
lheir rights as Christians are the same
as yours. God has entrusted their rights
to you alone, the natural guardian. Why,
unfaithful to your trust, take advantage
of their helplessness?

2. Are you waiting that they may
choose for themselves? Jesus does not
wait for this, else our dead little ones
were lost. Where does he authorize you
to wait ? If they die early, they never
have opportunity to choose for them-
selves. If they live to adult age, no
choice then can seal the holy name upon
t heir early childhood, passed, not to ret urn.
For eternity they must reflect upon so
many years of witness-bearin- g lost,
through your neglect i.nd unbelief.
Lambs of Jesus, yet visibly alien and
heathen !

3. A child, by divine law, follows the
condition of its parent; witness Adam
and his race alike in sin because of Ad-
am's sin; the family of Noah saved in the
ark because of Noah's faith; the covenant
with Abram and his seed, because of
Abram's faith. " The promise is to you
and your children." Acts ii. 39. If you
are regarded judicially holy in Christ,
your little children are so regarded. Now
are your children holy. 1 Cor. viii. 14.
" The blessed of the Lord and their off-
spring with them." Isa. lxv. 23-2- 5. If
holy, why not baptized ?

Infants are righteous in Christ. If at
birth they are unrighteous in consequence
of Adam's sin until they repudiate it, at
birth they are judicially righteous id
Christ's righteousness until they reject
it. " For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive." 1 Cor.
xv. 22. It is true, your child is not holy
or righteous" in himself, neither are you.
The infant as such is righteous in Christ,
just as you hope y;u are righteous.

" Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law beiog made a curse for
us." Gal. iii. 13. Infants stand in the
same relation to Christ by grace, as to
Adam by nature. Baptism is the seal of
our relation to Christ, or of his righteous-
ness accounted to us. Yob have no other
righteousness for which you are baptized.
Why then forbid baptism to your children
who have the same righteousness as you
have?

They are members of the Church.
They were always so. The Church of
Abram was God's Church redeemed by
the blood of Christ. Peter calls it so.
Acts vii. 3S. " The Church in the wil-

derness." Otherwise God had no Church
fur fifteen hundred years. Circumcision
was the seal of Church membership then.
It was not a mere national seal. For four
hundred years before Israel were nation-
alized, infants were circumcised. lsh-mae- l

and his seed were circumcised :

Isaac and bis seed. All Hebrew infants
were sealed as covenant members of the
Church. " Ye stand this day all of you
before the Lord, your God. All the men
of Israel, your little ones, your wives, that
ye should enter into covenant." Deut.
xxix. 10-1- 2. "An everlasting covenant."
" To be a God unto thee and thy seed
after thee." Gen. xvii. 7. " If Christ's
then are ye Abram's seed ?nd heirs ac-

cording to the promise," Gal. iii. 29.

Acts ii. 39. Abram's seed were Church
members. Then are yours, if you are
Christ's. His were sealed as such in in-

fancy. Why forbid the seal to yours ?

Why treat them as unclean and heathen?
Ezra ix. 2.

God's Church is one Hebrew and
Christian. "Christ hath madebath one."
Enh. ii. 14. "Thou art grafted in."
" Ihou bearest not the root, but the root
thee." Rom. xi. 17. The Church of
the New Testament, is the Church of the
Old Testament, given to us, with changed
ordinances, and with added, not lessened
privileges.

" The kingdom of God shall be taken
from you (Jews) and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof." Matt,
xxi. 23. The privileges of an infant
under the New Testament cannot be less
than under the Old where they were
sealed Church members. Jesus says ex-

pressly of little children, "brought to
him," (not who came): "Of such is the
kingdom of Heaven." If "of such"
means "who resemble," then surely in-

fants are of the kingdom, for infants cer-
tainly resemble infants. If it means "of
them," then by the express testimony of
Jesus, infants are. as they ever were,
members of the Church. Why, then,
should they nut be baptized in the name
of Jesus, as rightfully as yourself, who
are nothing more than a Church mem-
ber? "Forbid ihem not," says: Jesus.
So really are they his, that he identifies
them with himself as "members of his
body." " Whoso receiveth one such lit-
tle child in my name, receiveth me.
Matt, xviii. 5.

4. Only the form and ordinances of
the Church were changed under the New
Testament. It was to increase rather
than to diminish the privileges of the
Church, that our Saviour changed these.
Under the Old Testament only the males
were sealed, whether adults, proselytes,
or infants. The females were included
under the seal of the males, and were in
covenant or Church members. But, that
in Christ there might be no distinction in
privileges, "either Jew or Greek, male or
female," and that each male and female
might stand alike personally in the name
of Jesus, and might alike wear the Chris-
tian badge, our Lord changed the seal
from circumcision to baptism, command-
ing every one to be baptized. Acts ii.
38, 39. "For as many of you as have
been baptized unto Christ, have put on
Christ. There is neither Jew cor Greek,

there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female, for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus." Gal. iii. 28.. How
strange, how awful to deprive even our
male little ones, of the privilege the Old
Testament gave them, and that under
the very change of form designed in love,
to extend the sealing ordinance to the fe-

male child! Can you assume the respon
sibility, and "forbid them?"

5. Is not baptism always conditional
upon previous repentance and faith? No!
Peter says, " Repent and be baptized."
Not. repent as the previous condition of
baptism, but do both. Our Lord com-
mands, "Go teach all nations baptizing
them. Neither is made a condition of
the other, but both are enjoined. God
never commands impossibilities. Infant
repentance or faith are impossibilities,
therefore it is not commanded for them.
Infant baptism is not impossible therefore
it is commanded for them. The condi-
tions "of salvation only are repentance
and faith. " He that believeth shall be
saved." But is an infant forbidden sal-
vation because it cannot repent or believe?
How then for such a reason, could an in-

fant be forbidden baptism? Oar Lord
could not repent, yet he was baptized
with John's baptism of repentance. The
Hebrew infant could not keep the whole
law; yet he was circumcised, and " he
that is circumcised is a debtor to do the
whole law." Gal. v. 3. He did not re
fuse to keep the law; nor do our infants
refuse to repent and believe. Until they
do refuse they are under the lawof Christ,
Christians, in a state of grace. Why
should they not be sealed as such?

6. But will the baptism which expresses
their saving relation to Christ, while in-

fants, serve in later years for their rela-
tion to Christ by faith? Why not? Is it
not the same relation? If you give your
name and seal to a bond, is not the seal
just as valid whether you write your
name first and put the seal to your name,
or place the seal first and put your name
to the seal s Do you ever stop 1o ask
how long has the seal been imprinted on
the paper, though it may have been there
for years?

7. The baptism of infants is command-
ed. It is as expressly commanded, and
in the same terms, as that of mothers and
adults.

"Go teach every creature, baptizing
them." Infants are creatnres. " Be bap-
tized everyone of you, for the promise is
to you and your children." The infant
in its mother's arms was one of those in
the presence of Peter, for whom Christ
and the promise was preached. The Jews
were accustomed to bring their little ones
to public harangues. Joshua viii. 35.

All who belong to Christ are com-
manded to be baptized. Infants, while
such, belong to Christ.

Are infants, as such, named in the com-
mand ? Why should they be? Even
were they not named, are women, or
muthcts, or adults, nataed as suoh ? I.'
the command specifies none, but enjoins
every one, why should it specify infants?
Women, .s such, are not commanded
either to be baptized, or to take the
Lord's supper. Would you, therefore,
exclude them? Why then exclude infants
from baptism? Lydia was baptized; so
was ber household. Acts xvi. 15. And
yet. if any are specified, in Peter's words,
as under promise and command, they are
"your children." Acts ii. 38, 39. " Re-

pent and be baptized, every one cf you,
for the remission of your sins, jor the
promise is unto you and to your children.
If the object of baptism, remission of
sins, specifies the rightful candidate, sure-
ly they were the little children, whoseorig-ina- l

sin, while infants, is remitted for
Christ's sake. And if the "promise" is
the given reason for the command of bap
tism, as it is, then children alone are
specif ed, as subjects of the promise.

Yes, Christian mother, your infant is
as expressly commanded to be baptized
as you are. Why do you deny your
.Lord, ana wrong your intie ones?

S. Think you, that Hebrew converts,
who so strenuously contended for the re-

tention of Jewish rites, and new moons.
and holy days, would have been silent at
the exclusion of their little ones, from
baptism and visible church membership?

9. You do not find in the New Testa
ment a single instance of a Christian
mother neglecting the baptism of her in
fant, or of an apostle refusing to baptize
it. w ny do you refuse?

10. Of the baptisms in the New Testa-
ment record, only nine persons are spec-
ified by name. Five of these were bap-
tized with all their households, viz: Cor-
nelius, Lydia, Crispus, Stephanus, and
the Jailer. Of the remaining four, Paul
aod the Eunuch had no families, Gaius
reports none, and Simon Magus was an
impostor. The apostolic rule then, plain-
ly, was to baptize the household of be-

lievers. How improbable that among
five households there were no little chil-
dren !

If you can have any doubt as to the
Jewish idea of those who are included in
the household, read the law in Deut. xiv.

6, and Numb, xviii. 31, where it em-
braces all who eat, iu the household.
" Thou shalt eat then and rejoice, thou
and thy household." Compare also, Gen.
xxxiv. 30; 1 Sam. ii. 33; and Heb. xi. 7;
" Noah prepared an ark for the saving of
his house;" and 1 Tim. iii. 4. "One that
ruleth well his own house, having his
children in subjection." In all these in-

stances, the same word oikos is used, that
is used for the household of Lydia, and
Stephanas who were baptized. There is
no mention of a single household of all
the New Testament converts as not being
baptized.

11. No time of the early Christian
Church is known, when infants were not
baptized. No time is known when infant
baptism was a new thing, or innovation.
Origen, born only eighty-fiv- e years after
the Evangelist John died says repeated-
ly, "Infants, by the usage of the Church,"
"had from the apostles," "were baptized
for the remission of sins." 2 Thess. ii.
15; iii. 6. Irenaeus, earlier than Origen
by twenty years, the disciple of the faith-fu- l

martyr Polycarp, who lived and con-
versed" personally with John, bears the
same testimony, to the usage of the
Church. Not one hundred years after,
the bishops of all the Churches of the
world, sixty-si- x in number, assembled in
Council at Carthage, attest the immemo-
rial and universal custom of infant bap-
tism. There was no Popery yet. Ter-tullia-

A. D. 200, is a like witness. The
learned Augustine, A. D. 400, says, " he
never heard of any Christian who taught
any other doctrine." Celestius confessed
it "the rule of the universal Church,"
and Telagius, cotemporary with Augus-
tine, says, "I never heard of any, not

even the most impious heretic, who de-

nied baptism to infants." The Greek and
Roman Church, Armenian, Nestorian,
Abyssinian, Syrian, (which sprung from
the Church of Antioch, Acts xi. 26.) all
from apostolic times, the Waldensian,
who repel as calumny the charge of neg-
lect in this respect,, the great Protestant
Church, of every communion of note but
one, naplize their infants.

12. The good of it? What is the good
of your own baptism? Is it a comfort to
you, as a witness borne for Jesus, his
name ajid signet on your foreheads, a
comm;Ql obeyed, a title of Christian fe-
llowship a sweet reflection forever? So
would baptism be to your children. Is
it your right as a child of the heavenly
kingdom, ledeemed with the precious
blood of Christ? It is no less theirs.
What good ? Is it no good to you, to see
upon your infant's brow the seal of your
faith," of its redemption, of God's holy
covenant, or to see there the name of him
whom you love? Is it good to the angels
and to Jesus, who says of such little ones,
"In heaven their angels do always behold
the face of my Father." Matt, xviii. 2
-- 10. Of what good is it to you or to
them, that you despise their baptism,
neglect their rights, and offend their Lord?

13. Christ has purchased with his blood
these rights for our little ones. Neglect
therefore, is not only unfaithfulness to
trust; but it is robbery both of our chil-
dren and of Christ. " Inasmuch as ye
did it not to one of the least of these ye
did it not to me." Neglect and robbery
are great sins. Sin is always punished.
When we are punished our children suf-
fer; for the interests of the household are
one. The children of Adam and Achan
suffered for a parent's unbelief ; Deut. v.
9. Besides judgments on account of our
sins, they endure their own loss of privi
lege; and as we love them, we are losers
in their loss. On the other hand faithful
ness is rewarded both to parent and child.
The children of believing Lois, and Han
nah, and Abram, were blessed for a pa-

rent's consecrating faith. The church on
earth and in heaven, is composed chiefly
of those baptized in infancy. Such are
found to be converted in greater numbers
proportionately, than are unbaptized of
Christian parents.

Look upon the face of your little one.
Is a covenant blessing sealed there, by
your faith? God is faithful. Is suffering
entailed there, because of your unbelief?

Reader.it may be you am not a Chris-
tian. Is it so? Oh how fang shall your
little ones be nursed in a bosom unbeliev-
ing and unblessed, where no God is, no
covenant, nor prayer, nor promise, nor
hope ?

Are you, are your children baptized?

Singing.
1. Singing is the music of nature. The

Scriptures tell us the mountains sing (Isa.
-- 2-i . I he vallevs sinWPa. lxv. 13V
The irees of the wood sing (1 Chron. xiv.
33); nay, the air is the birds' music-roo-

where they chant their musical notes.
2. Singing is the music of ordinances.

Augustus reports of himself, that when
he came to Milan, and heard the people
sing, be wept for joy in the church to
hear that pleasing melody. And Beza
confesses, that at his first entrance into
the congregation, and hearing them sing
(Ps. xci.) he felt exceedingly comforted,
and did retain the sound of it afterwards
upon his heart. The Rabbies tell us that
the Jews, after the feast of the Passover
was celebrated, sang Ps. cxi. and the five
following psalms ; and our Saviour and
his apostles "sang an hymn" immediately
after the blessed supper. Matt. xxvi. 30.

3. Singing is t he music of saints. They
have performed this duty in their great-estnumbe-

(Ps.cxlix.2,) in their great-
est straits (Isa. xxvi. 19,) in their great
est flight (Isa. xln. 10, 11,) in their
greatest deliverances (Isa. lxv. 14) in
tiieir greatest plenties. In all these
changes singing has been the stated duty
and delight. And it is meet that the
saints and servants of God should sing
tortti tneir joys and praises to the Lord
Almighty; every attribute of him can set
both their song and their tune.

4. Singing is the music of angels. Job
(xxxviii. 7) tells us: " The morning stars
sang together." Now these morning
stars, as Pineda tells, are the angels; to
which the Chaldee paraphrase accords,
naming these morning stars, "acicm

a host of angels." Nay, when
this heavenly host was sent to proclaim
the birth of our dearest, Jesus, they de-

livered their message in this raised way
of duty. Luke ii. 13. They were deliv-
ering their messages in a " laudatory
singing," the whole company of angels
making a musical choir. Nay, in heaven
there is the angels' joyous music: they
there sing hallelujahs to the Most High,
and to the Lamb whosits upon the throne.
Uev. v. 11, 12.

5. Singing is the music of heaven.
Ihe glorious saints and angels accent
their praises this way, and make one har-
mony in their state of blessedness, and
this is the music of the bride-chamber- .

Rev. xv. 3. The saints who were tuning
here their psalms, are now singing their
hallelujahs in a louder strain, and articu-
lating their joys, which here they could
not express to their perfect satisfaction.
Here they labored with drowsy hearts,
and faltering tongues ; but in glory these
impediments are removed, and nothing is
left to jar their joyous celebration.
Wells.

Substitution the Substance of the
Gospel. I have always considered, with
Luther and Calvin, that the sum and
substance of the Gospel lies in that word,
" Substitution," Christ standing in the
stead of man.

I deserve to be lost ; the only reason
why I should not be damned is this, that
Christ was punished in my stead, and
there is no need to execute the sentence
twice for sin.

On the other hand, I know I can not
enter heaven unless I have a perfect
righteousness; I am absolutely certain
I shall never have one of my own, for I
find I sin every day; but then Christ had
a perfect righteousness, and he said,
"Here, take my garment, put it on; you
shall stand before God as if you were
Christ, and I will stand before God as if
I had been the sinner : I will suffer in
tho sinner's stead, and you shall be re-

warded for works which you did not do,
but which Christ did for you." Spurge- -

oil's Anzious Inquirer.

God Pays. That terrible saying of
Annie of Austria to Richelieu holds true
for mercy as well as for judgment: "My
Lord Cardinal, God does not pay at the

end of every week, but at the last He
pays." God may put his faithful ones
upon a long and faithful apprenticeship,
during which they learn much and re-

ceive little, food only, and " that in a
measure," often' the bread and water of
affliction. Yet at the last lie pays; pays
them into their hands also. We may re-

member long seasons of faint yet honest
endeavor; the pravers of a soul vet with
out strength; the sacrifices of an imper-
fectly subdued will, bound even with
cords to the altar ; we may remember
such times, or we may forget them, but
their result is with us. Some of the
good seed sown in tears is now shedding
a heavenly fragrance within our lives,
and some of it will blossom, perhaps
bear fruit, over our graves. The Patience
of Hope.

Mrs. Judson Betrothal.
The following beautiful sketch, written

by Dr. Kendrick, is a part of the tenth
chapter of the forthcorring Life and Let-
ters of Mrs. Judson, by him :

In December, 1815, being in Boston,
Dr. Judson was requested to attend a se-

ries of missionary meetings in Philadel-
phia, and Rev. Mr. Gillette, Emily's host,
went to Boston to secure his presence.
On their way between New York and
Philadelphia, a slight railroad accident
detained them two or three hours, and
to relieve the tedium of the delay, Mr
Gillette, seeing a volume of the newly-
published " Trippings," in the hands of
a friend, borrowed it, and handed it to
Dr. Judson. lie hesitatingly took it,
the title not promising a work specially
to his taste ; but, carelessly opening it
he soon found his attention riveted by
the grace of the style, and the truth and
sprightliness of the narrative. On Mr.
Gillette's returning to him, he inquired
who was the author of the book, adding
that it was writteu with great beauty and
power reiterating, emphatically, with
great beauty and power. He asked if
the lady was a Christian, and being in
formed that 6he was, said, "I should be
glad to know her. A lady who writes
so well, ought to writo better. It is a
pity that such fine talents should be cm- -
ployed upon such subjects." Mr. Gil
lette replied that he would soon be able
to make her acquaintance, as she was
then an inmate of his own house. " Is
she a Baptist ?" asked Dr. Judson ; and
being answered ailirmatively, he renew
edly expressed his desire to see and con
verse with her. as it was a pity that tal
ems so oruuano snouiu not be more
worthily employed. They arrived in (or
out oi ) due time at Fhiladelphia, and
Dr. Judson was welcomed to the house
of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Robarts, who be-

came warm personal friends, as they were
aireauy active irienas ot tne mission
cause.

Promptly on the next day he came
over to Mr. Gillette's. Emily (in her
morning dress) was submitting to the
not very poetical process of vaccination.
As soon as it was over, Dr. Judson con-
ducted her to the sofa, saying that he
wished to talk with her. She replied.
half playfully, that she should be delieht- -

ed and honored by having him talk to
her. W ith characteristic impetuosity,
he immedialy inquired how she could re
concile it with her conscience to employ
talents so noble in a species of writin"
so little useful or spiritual as the sketch-
es which he had read. Emilv's heart,
melted; she replied with seriousness and
candor, and explained the circumstances
winch had drawn her into this field of
authorship Indigent parents, largely
dependent on her efforts years of labo-
rious teaching books published with
but little profit, had driven her to still
new and untried paths, in which, at last,
success unexpectedly opened upon her.
Making this employment purely second
ary, and carefully avoiding everything of
douottui tendency, she could not regard
her course as open to serious strictures.
It was now Dr. Judson's turn to be sof-
tened. He admitted the force of her
reasons, and that even his own strict
standard could not severely censure the
direction given to filial love. He opened
another subject. He wished to secure a
person to prepare a memoir of his recent-
ly deceased wife, and it was partly,in fact,
with this purpose, that he had sought
Emily's acquaintance. She entertained
the proposition, and the discussion of
this matter naturally threw them much
together, during thj ensuing few days.
The consequences of the coming togeth-
er of two persons respectively bo fascin-
ating were what has often occurred since
the days of Adam and Eve. They be-
come mutually interested. Dr. Judson
discovered in her not only rare intellec-
tual powers, but a warm heart, an enthu-
siastic and richly endowed nature that
throbbed in sympathetic unison with his
own. That she was not in the exercise
of that living piety those high spiritual
graces so essential in ihe missionary, and
scarcely less in tho missionary's wife,
he saw with pain ; but detecting in her
experiences the undoubted germs of gen-
uine faith, he soon conceived the idea of
her not only writing the Life, but taking
the place of the sainted deceased. Hav-

ing reached this conclusion, he pressed
the subject upon her with all the energy
of his impassioned and most truthful
character. He painted to her the glories
and deformities of the Orient; its moral
desert in a wilderness of luxuriant beauty.
He set forth the toils and privations of
the missionary's lot, and over against
this, the privilege of being a reaper in
the great moral harvest of the world ;

the blessedness of those who turn many
to righteousness ; the glory of that com-
ing world whence faith already draws
many a presaging token of bliss.

It was not in Emily's nature to be in
sensible to the force of such arguments
from such a pleader falling from "lips
wet with Castalian dews," as well as with
the dews that descend upon the moun-
tains of Zion coming from one whose
tastes were as cultivated as his faith was
lofty, and who could appreciate equally
the fascinations he asked her to resign
and the glories to which he asked her to
aspire. Yet a revolution in her destiny
so sudden and total, so complete a rever-
sal of her plans, filled her with per-
plexity and almost alarm. Her family
friends, her literary friends, her religious
friends, and, above all, that ubiquitous,
myriad-headed- , myriad-tougue- d person-
age called The World what would thev
say upon hearing that Fanny Forrester,
the popular magazinist was about to turn
her back on her ca- -

reer, and quench her rising fame in the

night of heathenism? Above all and
here was the stress of the conflict she
weighed her spiritual deficiencies her
want of that deep consecration so imper-
atively demanded in one who lays hands
on the sacred ark of the missionary cause.
She had declined from her earlier conse
cration, and the path which she once
sought the privilege of treading, it now,
as she afterwards declared, "seemed like
death for her to enter." She urged these
objections upon Dr. Judson ; but he
overruled them with the impetuous logic
which characterized his energetic career,
and laid upon her the spell of a nature
that combined what is holiest in the
saint with what is most attractive in the
man. Time, too, with him was pressing:
he longed to be back to the scene of his
life labors; the children that ha had left
behind pleaded eloquently for a mother;
and in the gifted young lady whom he
at first intended merely to secure as the
biographer of his lamented Sarah, he
saw one well-fitte- d to take her place, as
well as to meet the yearnings of his in-
tellect and heart. The rapid decision to
which they arrived sprang from a con-
scious congeniality of temper and en-
dowments. The ripe experience, the
mellow wisdom, the ardent piety of Dr.
Judson were combined, amidst all the
severities of his missionary consecration,
with an inextinguishable warmth of heart,
a delicacy of taste, and a breadth of cul-
ture which recognized in Emily answer-
ing qualities, and drew him to her with
all the warmth of his singularly gifted
and susceptible nature, while they in
turn stirred ner deepest fountains of rev
erence and love.

Dr. Judson was now fiftw-seven- . But
one needed only to look into his dark
eye, beaming with benignity, and flash-
ing with intelligence, and to listen to
him, when, in his moments of unreserve,
he poured forth the exuberance of his
joyous spirit, to see that age had passed
lightly over him, and that the dew of
youth was yet fresh upon his soul. That
Dr. Judson at this age could love with
the ardor, and almost with the romance
of a first affection, instead of being just
matter of skepticism or reproach, is in
fact a beautiful tribute alike to the native
largeness of his soul and to the power of
that piety which keeps the heart green
and youthful; which, by husbanding and
purifying, preserves unspent that foun-
tain of affection which libertinism reck-
lessly squanders, and keeps undimmed
and beautiful that "pearl of the soul"
which is soon melted away "in the lav-
ishing cup of desire." Love to God is
the true parent and preservative of love
to man and to woman. In this the
sweetest bbssoms of affection live and
shed their fragrance long after they lie
withered and dead in the bosom of the
sensualist and the worldling. Byron, at
the early age of thirty-si- x wrote with
terrible and most instructive truth :

my aays are in tne yellow lear;
The flowers and fruits of love are gone;

The worm, the canker, and grief
Are mine alone.

Compare this desolate utterance of a
palled and sated spiritwith the unaffectedly
warm and tender letters of Dr. Judson
down to his latest years; with that death-
bed utterance of his sixty-secon- d year,
"0, no man ever left this world with
more inviting prospects, with brighter
hopes or warmer feelings." This is the
genius of Christianity such the power
of that religion which pours heavenly
oil on the flame of earthly affection, and
keeps the lamp burning undimmed down
to the very verge of the sepulchre. It
is beautiful to see Dr.Judson ever linking
in memory his third wife with his former
ones, and even in his first avowals of af-
fection blending the three in sacred asso-
ciation. Nor did Emily feel that love
for her demanded any restraint upon his
expression of affectionate remembrance
of them. His unforgetting regard for
them was her surest guaranty of her
own permanent place in his heart, and
she writes with equal truth and beauty:

For DeMh out lays bis mystic spell
Upon affection's earthliuoss ;

I know that though thou lov'st me well,
Thou lov'st thy sainted none the less.

We must not make other quotations.
But after this comes the inimitable note
in which Dr. J udson asks her hands, and
a succession of other letters, from him
and her, reflecting new light on the ad-

mirable social character of both, and
giving the history of a marriage-lif- e

blessed with happiness eo perfect, that
we know not how it was possible for two

persons to be more completely made for
eachither's love.

Pkiests and the Scriptures. A
Roman Catholic once remarked to the
writer:

"We had a noble discourse yesterday
from Father D."

"Upon what subject?" I inquired.
"Upon that beautiful chapter in Gen-

esis wherein God reproves Abraham for
his harsh treatment of the stranger who
refused to call upon Jehovah before par-
taking of the refreshments which the pa-

triarch had provided for him."
Great was the astouishment of the

speaker when there was no such chapter
in the Bible; that the "chapter" he allu-
ded to was a composition written by
Franklin, or some one else, in imitation
of the Scriptures.

" Is it possible, exclaimed the man,
"that Father D. could have been so igno-
rant? What are we comine to!"

The subjoined is an instance no less
glaring :

In a panegyric lately published in hon
or of the Immaculate Conception, a Jes-
uitical writer says, " The whole Bible
speaks of nothing but Mary "1 Such is
one of those impudent lies whioh would
not be uttered if the Scriptures were
better known. What ! the whole Bible
speaks only of Mary But after the
book of Acts (i, 4) her name is not even
written in the New Testament. Neither
Paul, nor Peter, nor James, nor John,

though this last apostle received the
mother ot Jesus into his own home, said
a single word about Mary; and this Jes
uit affirms that the Bible, the whole Bible,
is full of Mary! Is this the effect of lg
norancef . Is it a premeditated imposture
I do not decide ; but in any case such
falsehood is only practicable in a Romish
country. Among Protestants, little chil-

dren even would laugh at the priest who
should assert such an absurdity.

The Christian Warfare. Among
the prisoners taken captive at the battle
of Waterloo, there was a Highland piper.

Napoleon, struck with his mountain dreand mriewy hmbs, asked him to play 0his .ns rumen t, which is said to sound dllChttul V in t.Tin rr 1 .

j 7, h ttuu mountains o
Plav a " vr

leon; and "iguiana piayed it. " Plaa march.' It was done. "Play a re treat."pa.nal said the Highlander, neveiplay a retreat ! "
No retreat should be th

zoned on the standard of everv r,hrar;ar.
warrior, as he goes forth to battle "notagainst flesh and blood, but against'prin-cipalitie- s,

against powers, against the ru-
lers of the darkness of spiritual wicked-
ness in high places."

i would not waste my spring of youth
In idledalliance; I would plantrich seeds,
To blossom in my manhood, and bearfruit
When I am old."

Chestnuting on Sunday.
" I saw the doctor going towards Mr

Phelp's this afternoon," said Mrs. Lover-in- g.

"Some of his family must be sick."" Hubert was not at church," said Mr.
Loverinsr.

"Send Robert over this evening to in-
quire if any one is sick."

Robert was sent accordingly, and came
home with a sad story. Hubert had ex-
cused himself from going to church on
the plea of illness; but as soon as church
had begun, he stole into a grove over thehill and climbed up a chestnut-tre- e for
the purpose of getting chestnuts. He
had heard some of the boys say they were
going to shake the tree on Monday, so he
tried to anticipate them.

He had gone out upon a limb about
fifteen feet from the ground, and, in stoop-
ing over to haul in a limb laden with
chestnuts, he lost his balance and fell to
the ground. He struck on his head.
The shock rendered him insensible for
some time. When consciousness returned
he found his head bleeding profusely.
He struck a sharp stone in his fall, which
laid open the flesh to the skull. Fortu-
nately there were no large blood-vessel- s

ruptured, or he would have bled to death
while he lay unconscious.

The first thing he did, after coming to
himself, was to pray aloud for mercy.
The prayer saved his life. The physician
said he could not have got home alono.
How did the prayer save his life? In this
way. Some Sabbath breakers were in a
neighboring grove, and, hearing his voice
in prayer, thought it was some one calling
for help, as indeed it was. They came to
him, bound up his head with his hand-
kerchief, and took him home. If he had
prayed before he set out on his expedi-
tion, he would have saved his head.

We should never set out on any enter-
prise without invoking the blessing of
God. We should never c a,-- - ,iv
thing upon which we c .in-wi- th pro'- -'
pnety, implore the blessing of God.

If Hubert had kneeled down and asked
God for his blessing hisupon purpose to
violate the commandment to keep holy
the Sabbath, he probably would not have
persevered in his purpose. Hence if he
had prayed before he went, he would
probably have escaped his fall, by not
going at all.

" Father," said Robert, when he had
made his report, "do you think Hubert
fell because he was breaking the Sabbath?"

" I think he would not have got the
fall if he had not been breaking the Sab-
bath."

" So you think the fall was a judgment
upon him?"

" Yes ; but not a miraculons judgment.
Tho fall was the consequence of natural
causes, and it was also the consequence
of sin, and, in a certain sense, the pun-
ishment of sin."

" Would he have fallen if it had been
Monday instead of Sunday?"

" If he had stood upon the same limb,
and reached over just as far, and pulled
just as hard, and had the same unsteadi-
ness of nerve, he would have fallen. The
fall was the result of natural causes.
Still, it may be properly regarded as a
part of the wages of sin. Perhaps it was
the unsteadiness of nerve caused by a
consciousness of guilt that caused his
fall." S. S. Gazette.

"A Soft Answer."
I have a sweet, merry-hearte- d little

friend of five summers, with a smile like
the sunshine, and we call her by the pet
name of Birdie. Her little heart loves
all things bright and pure, and many are
the questions she asks about God and
heaven.

One day Birdie got vexed about some-
thing that didn't happen quite to suit
her, and a young aunt of hers wo s her
back to pleasantness by tellintr her how
much better soft words sounded; and to
make her remember this, she taught her
the text, "A soft answer turneth away
wrath, but grievous words stir up anger."

Little Birdie thought this a most beau-
tiful text, and whenever ehe happens to
get peevish, the words, "A soft answer,"
are sure to win back smiles. So you see
Birdie learned from the Bible, and it
helped her to be good. She was governed
by Bible rules.

But my little friend wanted to help
others too. She was visiting a family
who loved her very much, and who would
rather hear her prattling tones than the
sweetest song-bir- d they ever listened to.
When ODe, with whom she is an especial
favorite, spoke rather hastily, Birdie re-

membered her text; clinging close to his
side, in her simple, earnest way, she whis-
pered, "A soft answer." The sweet little
pleader's words could not be disregarded.
Though a little one, her influence for good
was powerful.

A Modol Sailor Boy.
"Going to sea" enters almost every

boy's head ; every boy, I mean, who lives
in a seaport, where he visits ships and
paddles in boats. It must be partly ow-

ing to the fine sight a full-rigge- d ship
makes, her tall masts tapering to the sky,
her flag fluttering from the mast-head- ,

and her white sails spread like wings.
And then, Bhips go to these far-of- f lands
we read of ; they go where oranges grow;
they go where the funny Japanese live;
they go where whales are harpooned.
And to sea a great many boys will go, in
spite of all their friends can s;iy ; the
hardships and dangers are nothing to
them ; they long to bravo them. Ah,
boys can ay so who have not tried them.
But wo like to see pluck: and if a bay
love? the nea, let him go, and God's bless- -


