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A motorist was arrested after
a car she was driving struck a
Charlestown High School teach-
er and possibly another person
about 7 p.m. Tuesday as they
walked in front of the school, po-
lice said.

The teacher, Nicole Keith-
Morrison, 30, of Charlestown, un-
derwent surgery at University
Hospital in Louisville for a frac-
tured skull and bleeding on her

brain, and suf-
fered neck and
vertebrae inju-
ries, the Greater
Clark County
Schools said in a
statement.

She was listed
in stable condition
at the hospital
Wednesday.

Natalie Miller, 30, of Charles-
town was charged on a prelimi-
nary basis with operating a vehi-
cle while intoxicated, operating a
vehicle with a minor passenger

while intoxicat-
ed, and operating
a vehicle while
intoxicated and
causing serious
bodily injury.

According to
Charlestown po-
lice, Miller was
driving a Pontiac

Grand Am eastbound on Park
Street in front of the school, with
her 7-year-old son in the car,
when the vehicle struck Keith-
Morrison and possibly Ryan Ake-
mon, also 30, while they walked

eastbound along the street.
Keith-Morrison was taken by

helicopter to University Hospi-
tal. Akemon, who had a wrist in-
jury, didn’t know if she was hit by
the car or was injured by her
friend being thrown into her, po-
lice said. Further information
about Akemon’s injury and treat-
ment wasn’t available from po-
lice Wednesday.

Police said Miller told them
she had been smoking marijuana
before the accident and was tak-
ing Lortab, a prescription pain-
killer. Neither Miller nor her son

was injured.
Surgeons who operated on

Keith-Morrison are optimistic
about her prospects for a full re-
covery, the school district said.

She has taught in the district
for seven years and is now teach-
ing 12th-grade government, eco-
nomics and advanced placement
classes. She also is chairwoman
of the social studies department.

Police said Miller was being
held in the Clark County Jail,
where she was being held on a
$10,000 full cash bond.

Reporter Ben Zion Hershberg can be
reached at (812) 949-4032.

Car hits Charlestown High teacher
She suffers head injuries; friend possibly struck as well; driver charged with intoxication
By Ben Zion Hershberg
bhershberg@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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A former Harrison County
commissioner and a union leader
from the Bradford area are com-
peting in the May 8 Democratic
primary for the right to challenge
incumbent Rep. Rhonda Rhoads,
R-Corydon, in Indiana House Dis-
trict 70 this fall.

Alva “Jim” Kincaid, 45, assis-
tant to the president of Teamsters
Local 89 and a longtime Jeffboat
welder, said he’s seeking the seat
because he has become infuriat-
ed with Rhoads’ support for
“dismantling public education”
and targeting organized labor
through the recent right-to-work
legislation.

The new law makes it illegal to
force employees to join a union or
pay union dues as a condition of
employment, which Gov. Mitch
Daniels and GOP leaders say will
lure businesses to the state and
rein in labor costs.

Terry Miller, 61, superinten-
dent of the Elizabeth water utility
and who served 16 years on the
county’sboardofcommissioners,
said he also opposes the new
right-to-work law and is running
because of concerns about the
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Jeffersonville High School has won a
three-year, $374,000 grant to encourage
students to take advanced placement
classes and offer them $100 for each AP
exam they pass in selected subjects.

“I’ll save it to buy a car,” said Jacy
Pohl, a junior in an AP chemistry class,
saying that she is excited about the
chance to make extra money by passing

an exam that also will help her graduate
sooner and gain acceptance to a college
of her choice.

Caroline Matthews, another student in
the AP chemistry class, said she already
is eager to take as many such courses as
she can because she enjoys them.

She’s taking four such classes this
year and hopes to take seven next year.

The Greater Clark County School
Corp. has been emphasizing AP classes
under the leadership of departing Super-
intendent Stephen Daeschner because he

values the additional rigor of such class-
es and he believes they increase the rates
of students attending college.

The number of students taking ad-
vanced placement classes at Jefferson-
ville High School has increased to 497
from 218 in 2009, the year before
Daeschner arrived. Meanwhile, students
are expected to take 925 AP exams this
year, compared to 384 in 2009.

Assistant principal Ginger Whitis said

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GETS BOOST

Jeffersonville High School students Macy Lancaster, left, Caroline Matthews and Austin Moody work in their advanced placement
chemistry class. The school has won a three-year, $374,000 grant. BEN ZION HERSHBERG/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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At the Louisville Metro
summit on vacant and
abandoned properties,
city officials came pre-
pared to talk about code
violations, maintenance
liens and incremental
changes in state law. But
instead they juggled one
big-picture policy ques-
tion after another.
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Read the rest from reporter
Chris Otts at the Derby City
Cents blog,
www.courier-journal.com/
derbycitycents.

The long-planned move of the Louisville
Clock from Bowman Field, where it has been
restored during the past seven years, to
Theater Square on Fourth Street probably
won’t be completed until after the Kentucky
Derby.

Work is finished on a foundation, wiring
and other infrastructure at Theater Square
near Broadway to accommodate the whim-
sical timepiece, which features five figures
that race around the oval clock face.

But the clock is awaiting installation of
larger motors that drive each of the figures,
said businessman Adam Burckle, whose
Adam Matthews Foundation has spent or ar-
ranged for more than $800,000 in cash, in-
kind labor and materials toward the clock’s
restoration.

Burckle owns a cheesecake company and
operates a chain of Homemade Pie and Ice
Cream Kitchen stores.

There remains “a slim chance” to get the
clock downtown and running by the Derby
on May 5, Burckle said Wednesday. “We are

still pushing for that, but it is more impor-
tant that we do this right and get the motors
and gear boxes working.”

Meeting the Derby target date “is still the
optimistic goal, but, if not, then we hope soon

thereafter,” said architect Steve Wiser, vol-
unteer spokesman for the Louisville Clock
project.

Louisville Clock’s return up in air

See CLOCK, Page B6

Move downtown may not
come until after the Derby
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

The Louisville Clock has five figures that race around the track. Here, the piece representing
the Belle of Louisville is ahead of King Louis XVI and Thomas Jefferson. 2009 FILE PHOTO
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