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the end of the year, with
construction planned to
start in 2013, Sacksteder
said.

Heyden said officials
discourage the public
from trying to find and
view the nest because
crowds could cause the
eagles to abandon any
eggs or young eagles that
might be there.

The eagles join three
other nesting pairs in the
Louisville area: One pair
on Shippingport Island,
another in rural Harrison
County, Ind., and another
south of Madison, Ind., ac-
cording to wildlife biolo-
gists in Kentucky and In-
diana.

At least two of the
nests can be viewed from
public parks.

The Shippingport Is-
land eagles are visible
from Falls of the Ohio
State Park in Clarksville,
Ind. And people can see
the Harrison County ea-
gles from across the river
at the visitor center and
pavilion at Louisville Met-
ro Parks’ Farnsley-More-
men Landing facility, 7410
Moorman Road. Binocu-
lars are recommended.

“It’s very exciting that
our river environment,
even in the metro area,
has enough space and nat-
ural resources to be a
haven for such a fabulous
species,” said Meme
Sweets Runyon, executive
director of River Fields
Inc., a land trust and con-
servation group that op-
poses the eastern bridge.
“To me it demonstrates
the natural resources of
the river corridor are as
important now as they
ever were.”

Runyon said she wants
to know more about how
officials plan to protect
the eagles near the east-
ern bridge alignment. “We
all need to work on this
together to make sure the
right things happen,” she
said.

Making a
comeback

It wasn’t that long ago
when there were no ea-
gles nesting in either Ken-
tucky or Indiana.

Kentucky had no nest-
ing pairs from the 1950s to
the mid-1980s, and Indiana
had none as recently as
1989, according to biolo-
gists from both states.

Now Kentucky has
more than 100 nesting
pairs, said Heyden, whose
job includes counting
them on aerial surveys.
She said there are seven
known nests on the Ken-
tucky side of the Ohio
River.

Indiana likely has be-
tween 150 and 160 nesting
pairs, with eight or nine

cluding well-meaning peo-
ple walking around their
nest to view it,” she said.

This is the second ac-
tive bald eagle nest identi-
fied in Jefferson County
this spring and the fourth
in the greater Louisville
area near the Ohio River.

By all accounts, the
Ohio River’s water quality
and aquatic life have
greatly improved. And as
bald eagles have also
bounced back from the ef-
fects of the pesticide DDT
that caused egg-shell thin-
ning and reproductive
failure, illegal shooting
and loss of habitat, the
river is becoming some-
thing of a bald eagle corri-
dor.

There are now an esti-
mated 16 nesting pairs
along its Kentucky and In-
diana shores alone, ac-
cording to biologists in
both states.

“There is no reason
why we wouldn’t expect to
have eagles all along the
northern border of Ken-
tucky,” said Lee Andrews,
who directs the Kentucky
office of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, which
has also been working
with Kentucky transporta-
tion officials to protect
the eastern Jefferson
County nest.

Adapting
construction

Officials are discussing
how to adapt bridge pro-
ject construction sched-
ules to avoid the louder
and more disturbing activ-
ities near the nest during
the nesting season, which
can run as long as Sept. 1
through June 1.

Among the measures
being considered is avoid-
ing tree removal in the
immediate vicinity at any
time, and protecting a
wider area during the
nesting season, Heyden
said.

Other steps under con-
sideration include protect-
ing trees that eagles use
as likely hunting perches,
and establishing a buffer
zone where construction
crews and equipment are
not allowed.

“We definitely do not
have any plans to shoo
them away,” said John
Sacksteder, project man-
ager for Community
Transportation Solutions,
engineering consultants
on the Ohio River Bridges
Project. “The idea is we
are going to do our best to
make sure the eagles stay
there.”

Andrews said that
while the eagles are no
longer on the federal en-
dangered species list,
state officials also may
need to get a permit under
the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, which
calls for robust precau-
tions within 660 feet of
the nest and other protec-
tions as far out as a half-
mile.

But Andrews said he
doesn’t believe the eagles’
presence should delay
work on the eastern
bridge.

“A lot of it is how they
schedule their work,” An-
drews said.

Sacksteder agreed. “It
is a really limited area
that is actually being af-
fected.”

Just when the eagles
arrived is unclear.

Sacksteder said there
were reports of eagles in
the area two or three
years ago, but said it
seemed they had left fol-
lowing wind damage to
trees in the area during a
storm.

“We only became
aware the eagles were
back in the nest just a few
weeks ago,” he said.

Surprise residents
Andrews also de-

scribed the eagles’ discov-
ery as a recent surprise.
“We’ve only known about
it for about a month.”

As a result, he said,
they were not factored
into environmental stud-
ies for the project.

The bridges project,
which also includes a new
downtown bridge, is
scheduled to go to bid by

along the Ohio River, said
John Castrale, a biologist
with the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources.

Eagles need large bod-
ies of water, like rivers,
access to fish and large
trees for their nests, Cas-

trale said. Increasingly,
some are becoming used
to living in areas with
more disturbances, such
as cities, he added.

“As development en-
croaches on their habitat,
they either have to figure
out how to survive in their
new habitat or become en-
dangered again,” said
Louisville bird enthusiast
Carol Besse, president of
the Kentucky Ornithologi-
cal Society.

Bald eagles in and near
such a large city as Louis-
ville should be celebrated,
especially if the eagles
help focus local residents
on their environment, she
said.

“Anything that gets
people engaged in nature
and their surroundings is
a good thing,” she added.

Reporter James Bruggers
can be reached at (502)
582-4645.

EAGLES: Bridge work will try to avoid disruption
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With a fish in its talons a bald eagle flies to its nest, which is on private property in
eastern Jefferson County. There are an estimated 16 nesting pairs along the Ohio River in
Kentucky and Indiana. PAM SPAULDING/THE C-J
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BRUNCHMENU
Traditional Breakfast Items - along with

Roasted and Carved Steam Ship of Beef with Au Jus and Horseradish Cream

Glazed Pitted Hamwith Pineapple Chutley | Provencal Chicken with Aioli, Tomatoes and Basil

Sauteed Salmon with Southwest Corn Salsa - and much more!

Dessert Display
Assorted Cakes, Pies and Petit Fours

KNEE-HIGH KIDS’ BUFFET

$20.95ADULT | $18.95 SENIOR | $13.95 KIDS
20%TAXAND GRATUITYWILL BEADDEDTO EACH CHECK

Call 1-800-345-5273 to find a Dillard’s store near you.

Choice of Skincare:
PREVAGE® OR Ceramide

One to a customer, while supplies last. ©2012 Elizabeth Arden, Inc.

Yours with any $27.50 Elizabeth Arden purchase.
Up to a $77.00 value
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