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leagues, batting .267 with 34 
stolen bases.

So when the Twins made 
a rare visit to Cincinnati over 
the weekend, Revere wasn’t 
about to doubt himself be-
cause of an 0-for-15 slump.

He scored 23 tickets for 
family and friends, and had 
another dozen or so who came 
up with their own tickets.

Playing right field and bat-
ting second, all he did Friday 
was go 4-for-4, with a sacrifice 
fly, RBI, run scored and two 
stolen bases in a 5-4 victory.

After going 0-for-4 Saturday 
and 2-for-4 Sunday, Revere is 
batting .316 for the season.

How sweet is that to have 
Friday’s production in the big-
league park closest to home?

“It was good,” he said, 
deflecting the spotlight. “I’m 
just a team player. I’m just 
glad we got the win.”

Revere’s cheering section 
included his father, John, who 
coaches running backs for his 
alma mater’s football team, 
Eastern Kentucky University.

“Most of the family is from 
here,” said John, a native of 
Dayton, Ohio. “It was great to 
have him come here and then 
put on the show he did.”

With a laugh, he added, 
“I had a little prayer there. I 
said, ‘Lord, this is his time 
now. Let him go!’”

A 5-foot-9, 170-pounder 
who bats left-handed and 
throws right-handed, Ben has 
a believer in his manager.

“A great kid. Just fantas-
tic,” Ron Gardenhire said. 

“Fits in like a glove here.”
After an 0-for-12 series at 

Pittsburgh, Gardenhire offered 
advice. Nothing complicated.

“I told him to keep playing 
because he’s fun to watch,” the 
manager said. “I told him, ‘just 
be yourself and keep doing 
what you’re doing. I don’t want 
you to start changing and try-
ing to do this-and-that.’”

At 24, Revere is wise be-
yond his years. Everyone goes 
through slumps, he said, re-
calling one he had last year.

Don’t let it get to you. Just 
go out and relax, he said.

As Gardenhire has gained 
confidence in him over the year, 
Revere senses a longer leash.

He says he appreciates Gar-
denhire’s vote of confidence 
after the Pittsburgh series.

“He said ‘don’t let none of 
these guys get in your head; 
just keep doing what you’re 
doing,’” Revere said. “It’s re-
ally good to have a manager 
come and say that to you.

“I just felt comfortable, felt 
ready to go coming in here. I 

came in here like an angry dog, 
just trying to get back on track.”

Although the Twins are 
last in the American League’s 
Central Division, Revere calls 
his vocation “a blessing. God 
is good. I say that every day. 
Not a lot of kids get the op-
portunity to do this, especial-
ly at a young age.”

High school baseball fans 
can recall Revere’s junior year, 
when he earned tourney MVP 
honors while helping Catholic 
to the 2006 state title.

As a senior, in 2007, he 
was named Mr. Baseball.

Raised in Georgia until 
his dad joined the EKU staff 
in 1997, Revere committed to 
play college ball for Georgia.

When he went in the first 
round of the draft, though, 
plans changed.

He says he has no regrets 
about bypassing college, and 
he has promised his mother, 
Brenda, that he will eventu-
ally go back to school.

For now, he studies pitchers.
He says he learned a lot 

last year by logging 117 big-
league games, getting a feel 
for how pitchers attack him.

“I’ve got to go deep in the 
counts a lot. I’ve got to swing 
at my pitches,” he said. “Guys 
try to get me to go after a high 
one or a real low one. Just let 
them throw it to me, get my 
pitch ... Plus, I kind of changed 
my swing a little bit, just get 
my hands higher. Last year, I 
had them low and I kept rid-
ing in on the balls, getting 
jammed a lot. This year I have 
them high, so I’m going to 
stay through the pitch.”

Spoken like a player who 
believes in himself.

He also believes in those 
who helped him along the 
way. Friday, he made a point 
of thanking them: “From 
Lexington Catholic to the 
Kentucky Baseball Club at 
Champions, to my train-
ers and everything. Without 
those guys, I wouldn’t be here 
where I’m at.”

Meanwhile, Gardenhire 
continues to believe, too.

“He’s exciting. ... You saw 
what he did (Friday). He was 
all over the bases,” Garden-
hire said. “Great baserunning. 
Great instincts. He makes 
great plays out there. He’s 
hard to take out of there.

“He puts the ball in play. He 
can do so many things for us. 
So you know what? He’s my 
right fielder, and he’s batting 
second. If he gets a day off, it’s 
because I think he might be a 
little worn out. But I just love 
watching him play.”
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REVERE

Ben Revere stole second against the A’s earlier this season. 
“He’s exciting,” Twins Manager Ron Gardenhire said.
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LEGENDS 9, POWER 3

LEXINGTON     WEST VIRGINIA
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi
DeShields 2b 5 2 2 1 Lewis lf-cf 4 0 0 0

Scott cf 4 1 2 2 Ponce ss 2 0 0 0

Johnson 1b 5 1 1 0 Polanco cf 3 0 1 0

Moon pr-3b 4 3 3 0 Garcia rf 4 0 0 0

Kvasnicka rf 5 1 1 3 Gamache 2b 2 1 0 0

Austin dh 3 0 0 0 Osuna 1b 4 1 1 2

Meredith lf 4 1 2 2 Avila 3b 4 0 2 0

Pena c 4 0 1 1 Diaz c 4 0 0 0

Fernandez ss 4 0 0 0 Lashmet dh 4 0 1 1

Totals 38 9 12 9 Totals 31 3 5 3
Lexington. . . . . . . . . . . . . .022 003 110—9
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . . .000 000 003—3

E—Fernandez (1). DP—Lexington 2, West Virginia 
1. LOB—Lexington 5, West Virginia 7. 2B—Moon (5), 
Osuna (23). HR—Meredith (3), Scott (1), Kvasnicka 
(10), DeShields (4). SB—Lewis (3).

 IP H R ER BB SO
  Lexington 

Tropeano W, 6-4 6 2 0 0 3 6

Pettus 2 0 0 0 0 3

Quezada 2⁄3 3 3 3 2 0

Grills 1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0

  West Virginia 

Von Rosenberg L, 0-2 5 8 7 7 0 3

Fuesser 4 4 2 2 2 2

WP—Quezada. HBP—by Von Rosenberg (Duffy), 
by Tropeano (Gamache).

Umpires—Home, Dan Merzel; First, Tyler Curtis.
T—2:42. A—1,513.

MONDAY
Lexington at Greensboro
When: 7 p.m.

Pitchers: Legends, Foltynewicz 
(9-1); Grasshoppers, Lowell (3-3)

Radio: WLXG-AM 1300

LEGENDS 9, POWER 3

Lexington starting pitcher 
Nick Tropeano turned in six 
shutout innings and the Leg-
ends hit four home runs for 
a 9-3 win over the host West 
Virginia Power on Sunday and 
a split of a four-game series. 

The Legends jumped in 
front in the second inning on 
a two-run homer by Brandon 
Meredith. They added two 
more in the third when Jor-
dan Scott hit his first homer 
of the year, following a single 
by Delino DeShields Jr.

Zach Johnson and Chan 
Jong Moon singled to start 
the sixth inning for Lexing-
ton, and Mike Kvasnicka fol-
lowed with his 10th home run  
of the season, a 400-foot shot 
over the wall in right-center 
field, giving the Legends a  

7-0 lead.
DeShields joined the long-

ball parade with a solo homer 
in the seventh. 

The Legends added a final 
run in the eighth on a double 
by Moon and a single by Ro-
berto Pena. 

West Virginia scored all of 

its runs in the bottom of the 
ninth, on a double by Jose 
Osuna and a single by Chris 
Lashmet.

Tropeano (6-4) allowed 
two hits and no runs through 
the first six innings for the 
win. He walked three and 
struck out six. 

Four homers, Tropeano’s 
6-inning shutout seal win 

Herald-Leader Staff Report 

TWINS 4, REDS 3

CINCINNATI — Aroldis 
Chapman got another chance, 
and gave it away.

The shaky Reds closer was 
tagged by Josh Willingham’s 
two-run homer in the ninth 
inning Sunday, rallying the 
Minnesota Twins over Cincin-
nati 4-3.

In Chapman’s previous out-
ing, he allowed a game-ending, 
two-run homer to Asdrubal 
Cabrera in the 10th inning at 
Cleveland last Tuesday.

This time, Chapman re-
lieved starter Mike Leake with 
a one-run edge. Joe Mauer 
doubled off the left-field wall 
with one out and Willingham 
followed with his 15th homer 
of the season, a 438-foot drive 
into the second level in left on 
a 3-1 pitch.

Reds Manager Dusty Bak-
er said Chapman’s problems 
stem from falling behind hit-
ters, forcing him to come in 
with his fastball. He can throw 
it at more than 100 mph, but 
it’s less effective when batters 
know it’s coming.

“He is right,” Chapman 
said through interpreter and 
assistant trainer Tomas Vera. 
“The last two outings, I’ve 
had that issue.”

Baker was determined 

to use Chapman (4-4) even 
though Leake had thrown just 
86 pitches while allowing five 
hits and two runs with no 
walks and five strikeouts in 
eight innings.

“That’s (Chapman’s) job,” 

Baker said. “Leake just came 
off throwing 112 pitches his 
last time. That was the most 
he’d ever thrown. Every-
body’s got a job. What if I 
send Leake out and he gives 
it up? The hitters coming up 

he would have been facing for 
the fourth time. He’d done 
enough. He did his job.”

Chapman, now 8-for-12 in 
save opportunities, denied 
that he was bothered by low-
er-back problems that Baker 
had previously mentioned.

“I haven’t thrown one pitch 
where I was feeling a prob-
lem,” the Cuban said. “I’ve 
been feeling good.”

Willingham’s homer over-
came Joey Votto’s eighth-
inning, two-run homer that 
had given the Reds a 3-2 lead. 
Votto’s 14th homer was an 
opposite-field drive to left.

Minnesota left-hander 
Scott Diamond (6-3), who’d 
lost his last two starts, al-
lowed three runs and eight 
hits in eight innings. He 
struck out seven and also hit 
two batters, Votto and Bran-
don Phillips, with consecutive 
pitches in the third.

Former Reds pitcher Jared 
Burton worked the ninth for 
his first career save.

The loss left the NL Cen-
tral leaders at 7-8 in inter-
league play this season. 

REDS CLOSER BLOWS 
ANOTHER SAVE, 

INSISTS HE’S HEALTHY

Baker defends move after 
Chapman flames out again

Associated Press

MONDAY
Brewers at Reds
When: 7:10 p.m.

Pitchers: Brewers, Gallardo (6-5); 
Reds, Latos (5-2)

TV/radio: FS Ohio, WVLK-FM 101.5

Aroldis Chapman, nearly unhittable the first two months of the 
season, watched Josh Willingham round the bases after hitting a 
mammoth home run to give the Twins the lead in the ninth.

AL BEHRMAN | ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Reese Hoffa celebrated after wining the men’s shot put finals 
at the U.S. Olympic Track and Field Trials on Sunday.

CHARLIE RIEDEL | Associated Press

U.S. OLYMPIC TRACK & FIELD TRIALS

EUGENE, Ore. — Louis-
ville native Reese Hoffa won 
the men’s shot put at the 
U.S. Olympic Track & Field 
Trials with a mark of 72 feet, 
2¼ inches to earn a spot on 
the Olympic team.

Ryan Whiting was sec-
ond at 71-0¾, and Christian 
Cantwell was third at 69-
9¾. Cantwell won the silver 
medal in the 2008 Olympics.

Hoffa also won the 2008 
Olympic trials, but finished 
seventh in Beijing.

“I think we have three 
really strong throwers. We 
always send a strong team,” 
Hoffa said. “We have to get 
it done this time.”
■ Olympic gold medal-

ist LaShawn Merritt ran the 
men’s 400 meters in 44.12 
seconds, best in the world 
this season, for a chance to 
defend his title in London.

Tony McQuay, winner at 
the NCAA championships 
earlier this month, was sec-
ond in 44.49, and Bryshon 
Nellum of Southern Cali-
fornia was third in 44.80 to 
earn the other two spots on 
the Olympic team.
■ Marquise Goodwin, 

a senior wide receiver at 
Texas, won the men’s long 
jump with a personal-best of 
27 feet, 4 inches on his final 
attempt, putting him on the 
Olympic team.

Will Claye was second 
at 27-0, and George Kitch-
ens Jr. was third at 26-11¼, 
just making the Olympic “A” 
standard needed to qualify 
for the London Games.
■ Sanya Richards-Ross 

set a meet record in the 
women’s 400 meters, finish-
ing in 49.28 seconds for a 
spot on the Olympic team.

Dee Dee Trotter finished 
in 50.02 and Francena Mc-
Corory was third in 50.43 

for the other two spots.
■  Stephanie Brown 

Trafton won the women’s dis-
cus with a throw of 213 feet, 
10 inches for a chance to de-
fend her Olympic gold medal 
in London.

Aretha Thurmond was 
second at 204-2 for a spot on 
her fourth Olympic team.

American record-holder 
Suzy Powell-Roos finished 
third with a throw of 197-
6, but she doesn’t have the 
Olympic “A” standard of 
203-5 required to make the 
team.
■ Jenn Suhr cleared 15 

feet, 1 inch to win the wom-
en’s pole vault for a return 
trip to the Olympics. Becky 
Holliday finished second  
(14-11) and Lacy Janson 
earned was third (14-9).

USOC to settle tie in 100
U.S. track and field of-

ficials said they have a pro-
cedure in place to break the 
third-place tie between Ally-
son Felix and Jeneba Tarmoh 
in the women’s 100 meters at 
the Olympic trials.

The scenarios involve ei-
ther a coin toss or a runoff to 
decide which athlete will earn 
the third and final spot on the 
team for the London Games.

If both athletes choose the 
same option, it will determine 
the tiebreaker. If the athletes 
disagree, the tiebreaker will 
be a runoff. If both athletes 
decline a preference, the tie-
breaker will be a coin toss.

Bobby Kersee, the coach 
for both athletes, told The 
Associated Press the sprint-
ers won’t make any kind of 
decision until after they com-
plete the 200 later this week.

Felix and Tarmoh fin-
ished in a dead heat for the 
last U.S. spot to the London 
Games, each bursting across 
in 11.068 seconds Saturday.

Hoffa heads to 
Olympics with 

shot put win
Associated Press

Bailey, who edged 2009 U.S. 
champion Mike Rodgers, 
Doc Patton and Walter Dix, 
the Olympic bronze medalist 
in Beijing.

Dix pulled up in the semi-
finals with a left hamstring 
injury and wasn’t the same 
in the final. He’s hoping to 
be ready for the 200 later 
this week.

“Things like this happen. 
I really can’t say much about 
it,” Dix said.

For Gatlin, his comeback 
is nearly complete.

The last time he was at 
the Olympics trials — eight 
years ago — he was a young-
ster about ready to become 
the next big thing in sprint-
ing. He won gold in Athens 

and a world title the follow-
ing year, before his fall from 
grace.

He tested positive for ex-
cessive testosterone in 2006, 
leading to a four-year ban 
that prevented him from de-
fending his title in Beijing.

Now 30, he’s attempting 
to repair his tarnished im-
age.

“Usually, I have a lot of 
words. I’m almost speech-
less,” Gatlin said. “Every-
thing just feels so surreal. I 
just let the heart really go out 
and do what it had to do.

“I wasn’t too hyped, 
wasn’t too calm. It felt just 
right and went out there and 
gave it my all. I have a lot 
more left in the tank.”

How much faster can he 
go?

“Enough to win another 
gold,” he said.
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TRACK

Justin Gatlin, who was banned from the 2008 Olympics, 
celebrated with his son Jace after his 100-meter victory.

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ | ASSOCIATED PRESS

GOLFERS
This was BEFORE BIG BLUE was open to the PUBLIC.

Come Play Big Blue and/or Wildcat and
decide for yourself!

Call 859-381-8585 for tee times
Half year memberships available from $700 (5 day) to $950 (7 day)

GolfWeek Magazine lists the Wildcat course as
the #1 place to play in Kentucky.


