
A Grayson couple has
been charged with first
degree criminal abuse
after their child was
found naked in the
street.

James Craig, 41, and
Christina Craig, 27, of
4th Street, were arrest-
ed April 26. 

According to the
Grayson Police
Department, a 2-year-
old child was picked up
after being found in the
street by a passing
motorist.  

The child’s parents
were found just after 11
a.m. and claimed they
had been searching for
the child for approxi-
mately 20 minutes.  

Both parents were
taken to the Carter
County Detention
Center and released on
$5,000 unsecured bond.
They will appear in

Carter District Court
for arraignment on
Monday,  May 14.  

The child was turned
over to family mem-
bers. 
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Grayson Chamber discusses Walmart
By JOE LEWIS
Journal-Times

The Grayson Area Chamber of
Commerce held a special meet-
ing Thursday to discuss the
potential impact a Walmart
Supercenter could have on local
businesses.

For at least the third time,
reports are circulating that the
mega-retailer has decided to set
up shop. 

Walmart has not confirmed
any plans for Grayson.

Several members expressed

concerns about the costs of the
being a small business owner,
specifically citing that big box
retailers aren’t hindered by the
same obstacles, which allows
stores like Walmart to aggres-
sively undercut the prices of
local shops. 

“It’s going to be a game-chang-
er. At some point we will have
customers that will only be vot-
ing with the change in their
pockets,” said Rep. Jill York,
who owns Printworks. 

“Change is going to happen in
Grayson, sooner rather than

later,” said Chamber President 
Mark Strother, who also
acknowledged that attempting
to compete with Walmart on
price alone would be difficult. 

Instead, he believes the
Chamber should empower local
businesspeople with helpful
resources and connect them
with other small business com-
munities that have weathered
the impact of Walmart coming
to town.

Some business owners in 

Olive Hill church opens doors again
By JOE LEWIS
Journal-Times

The impact that the
floods of 2010 had on
downtown businesses in
Olive Hill can still be easi-
ly seen by anyone taking
the time to drive the
streets. 

Local businesses, howev-
er, weren’t the only casual-
ties.

After nearly two years of
displacement, the mem-
bers of First Christian
Church held services last
Sunday in their new build-
ing, marking the first time
that the church has met in
a permanent location since
the flood destroyed their
former downtown building.

“It’s been a long road,”
said Board Chairman Jack
Rogers, as he directed 

Carter County Schools will be providing
transportation to East Carter High School’s
graduation ceremonies, scheduled for
Thursday, May 10 at 7 p.m.

Transportation will be available from
Prichard Elementary as well as East Carter
Middle School. Handicap accessible trans-
portation will be available from Prichard
Elementary.

Graduates and ushers should meet at
Prichard Elementary at 5:15 p.m. in order to
arrive at East Carter High School by 5:30
p.m. 

Transportation will then be available until
the start of graduation. To avoid parking
issues at the high school, family and friends
are encouraged to use the provided trans-
portation. 

Appalachian son
returns home
By JOE LEWIS
Journal-Times

When I decided to take a job as a reporter in
Carter County, I wasn’t quite sure what to
expect. 

As a Pike County native, I have an affinity and
love for Eastern Kentucky but I didn’t really
know how that would translate into life here.

Based in Olive Hill, I’ve come to find the charm
and allure of small town Kentucky to be as alive
and well as it was in my childhood. 

People still wave when they see you and ask
how you’re doing with sincerity that’s sorely lack-
ing in most of the other places I’ve lived.

All told, I’m thrilled to be a reporter here.
Pleasantries aside, however, I take this job very

seriously and with ample humility. 
Truth is a precious commodity these days, and

as a journalist, it falls to me to find and report
the truth in everything I write without injecting
myself into the telling. 

Observe and report; that’s my mantra. I don’t
see it as my role to form opinions for our readers,
nor do I aspire to be a spin doctor or a mouth-
piece for any group or individual. 

Instead, my goal is to convey the facts and the
reader decide what to think. I am here to serve 

Despite ongoing construction, First Christian Church opened its
doors for services on Sunday. (Photo by Joe Lewis)

Two vie for commonwealth’s attorney

By LEEANN AKERS
Journal-Times

The race for common-
wealth’s attorney is the
only contest in Carter
County’s primary elec-
tion on Tuesday, May
22.  

Incumbent Gary
Conn of Sandy Hook

will face off with
Brandon Ison of West
Liberty.  

Ison, who is in pri-
vate practice, is a grad-
uate of Morehead State
University and the
Appalachian School of
Law. 

He lives in Morgan
County with his wife

and three-month-old
daughter.  His experi-
ence includes five years
as a public defender.

Conn was appointed
to the position in 2010,
and then won an uncon-
tested race for the
remaining two years of
the term later that
year.  

This will be his first
contested run for the
position and his first
attempt at a full six-
year term.

Conn is also a family
man.  He says he tries
to spend as much time
as possible with his 
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