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LEXINGTON — Many
fans came to Rupp Arena
early for one specific reason
— to make sure they got an
Anthony Davis poster.

Posters of Davis were
placed on every seat in Rupp
Arena before Tuesday’s win
over Florida. Posters are not
for sale and only those at-
tending the game were able
to secure posters.

e poster was modeled
after a famous Michael Jor-
dan poster and promoted
Davis as the national defen-
sive player of the year.

“To know 24,000 people
in the world have a poster
with my picture on it is a
great feeling, especially
making it after Michael Jor-
dan, the greatest player who
has ever played. It was
great,” said Davis, who had
16 points and six rebounds
in the 78-58 win. “It’s real
cool. I really looked up to
Mike. A lot of guys did. To
have it remade after him was
something.”

e poster shows Davis
with his arms outstretched
over top of 10 basketballs
placed side to side.

“I was laughing. I think
ESPN was holding a camera
on Marquis (Teague) and
Doron (Lamb) sitting down,
and Marquis was holding
the poster and the camera
was on it before the game,”
Davis said. “But it was great.
Indescribable, really. It was-
n’t weird. I was laughing. It
is great being up for defen-

sive player of the year. It’s
real cool.”

e freshman said the
whole idea caught him by
surprise.

“ey (UK athletics)
threw it on me. I was going
to get a hair cut, and they
told, ‘Come to the gym, you
got a photo shoot,’” Davis
said. “I was like, ‘What?’ I
needed a hair cut.”

Davis said after the game
he had “zero” posters for
himself.

“But I guarantee they
have some for me,” he said.

One Kentucky fan before
the game approached
Florida fans sitting behind
the Florida bench and
pleaded with them to give
him their posters. ey all
did.

“I’ve heard a lot of people
really wanted them,” Davis
said.

His father, Anthony Davis
Sr., said it was special know-
ing what UK did for his son.

“We’re just very apprecia-
tive they went to all that
trouble to do a poster of
him,” Davis’ father said be-
fore the game.

Pregame fun: Kentucky
next plays at Vanderbilt on
Saturday. Several times this
season Vandy coach Kevin
Stallings has complained

about UK not having games
on ursday and Saturday
like most SEC teams have
had to face this season and
also getting to play teams on
Saturday that did have a
ursday game and only
two days to prepare for the
more rested Wildcats.

After Tuesday’s win, Cali-
pari was asked about guard-
ing Florida’s 3-point shots
and took a playful jab at
Stallings.

“We only had one day ob-
viously to prepare for it.
at's the problem with
playing Saturday/Tuesday,
you only have one day to
prepare,” Calipari smiled
and said. “It's awful. I mean,
it's just ridiculous. But we'll
deal with it.”

Later, the UK coach was
asked if he worried how his
team might respond at Van-
derbilt coming off a 20-point
win over a top-10 team.

“We start three freshmen
and two sophomores, and
Kyle Wiltjer is a freshman off
the bench, and a senior.
Everything is new to us. I
have no idea. at's why you
want to go see. Let's find out.
Let's see,” Calipari said.
“ey'll have tomorrow off.
We'll practice ursday.
We'll practice Friday. en
we go to Vandy. 

“We play a 9 o’clock game.
Is it (ESPN) GameDay up
there?  It's nuts, doesn't
need to be GameDay. I
heard they changed the
benches to the sides. Did
they? ey didn't. See, that's
a problem.”

Not nutty: Calipari has

been wanting to see his
team pushed and even sug-
gested a few weeks ago a
loss might be good for the
Wildcats. 

He didn’t consider a win
over No. 8 Florida a reliable
measuring strick for how his
team has progressed.

“No, because they didn't
shoot it well. What we
need to do is have a team
come out and go nutty on
us and have us have to re-
spond to that and then
hold on to win a tight
game,” he said. “Again, it
will be a different game to
Florida, I promise you. I
know what it will be down
there. But it was a good
win. I'm glad we won. I'm
glad we stretched it out a
little bit. But the reality of
it is, you know, they're a
terrific team and they're
going to be fine. “ 

Calipari could not pin-
point why UK was able to
take control of the game
midway of the first half.

“I don't know. I'll watch
the tape and figure it out. I
was happy with how we
played. We scored the ball
pretty well, a good percent-
age. We made 3’s, we made
free throws,” Calipari said.
“We had 13 turnovers. A
couple of them sloppy, a
couple of them created by
Florida. 

“Look, Florida is a top-15,
top-10 team. Someone had
them ranked as high as
number five. I believe they
are. ey just didn't shoot
the ball well today. We'll go
down there, they'll probably

make 20 out of 30 (3’s), and
we'll go home with our tail
between our legs. ey got
size. (Erik) Murphy is better
than he was, (Patric) Young
is better. ey have those
seven, eight guys. (Bradley)
Beal is legit. ey are a good
team.” 

By KEITH TAYLOR
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LEXINGTON — If you
ask Doron Lamb, the se-
cret behind top-ranked
Kentucky’s success during
the past two weeks has
been simple and hasn’t
been complex.

“We are just sticking to
our game plan,” Lamb said
following the Wildcats’ 78-
58 rout of Florida Tuesday
night at Rupp Arena. 

Part of the team’s
scheme against the Gators
was making “them drive to
our big (men) and let them
block their shots and con-
test the threes.”

In addition to the defen-
sive performance that lim-
ited the guests to just six
shots from long range and
34.9 percent shooting,
Kentucky shot a blistering
52.7 percent from the
floor, including a 60 per-
cent clip from behind the
arc.

“We played great of-
fense and made a lot of
shots,” Lamb said. 

Lamb was one of those
players who could hardly
miss against Florida. The
sophomore guard con-
nected on six of eight
shots from the field and
made four of the team’s
nine shots from long
range. Lamb misfired on
just one shot from the be-
hind the arc in 31 minutes
of action. Lamb led four
Kentucky players — all
starters — in double fig-
ures with 18 points.

Lamb matched his pre-
vious outing at South Car-
olina, where he also tallied
18 points and connected
on three shots from be-
hind the arc. In the past
two games, Lamb has
made 12 of 15 shots from
the field and has missed
just one 3-pointer on eight
attempts from long range.

It’s the kind of perform-
ance Kentucky coach John
Calipari has been yearning

for from Lamb, who scored
single digits in four
straight games before
scoring 18 against the
Gamecocks last Saturday
in Columbia, S.C. 

As Kentucky struggled
to put the Gators away in
the first half, Lamb pro-
vided a big boost for the
Cats when he made back-
to-back three before the
break, giving the hosts a
commanding 38-26 ad-
vantage at the half. It was a
spark the team needed
going into the final half.

“That gave us some
breathing room (and
we’re) up 12 points,” Cali-
pari said of Lamb’s per-
formance to end the
opening frame. “He played
well. Doron made shots.”

Lamb was “surprised”
that he was “open in the
corner” one of his favorite
spots in the court.

Even when he’s not on
his game, Lamb said the
team has “enough”
weapons to pick up the
slack, a luxury that wasn’t
available last season. He
said the team’s length in
the post has been the
biggest difference when
comparing the two teams.

“We have weapons on
offense and defense,” he
said. “We have a lot of
shot-blockers on the
team.”

The recent emergence
of Lamb has been an
added plus for Kentucky,
which has beaten its past
four opponents by 20
points or more, a trend
that Lamb hopes contin-
ues for the remainder of
the regular season.

“We are playing with a
lot of energy at the begin-
ning of game,” Lamb said.
“Everybody is just playing
great and everyone is
doing their role. We had to
prove that we were the
best team in our confer-
ence and we did that
today. We beat them by 20
and we just have to keep

doing what we’ve been
doing.”

Following his team’s
loss to the Wildcats that
snapped his team’s seven-
game winning streak
Florida coach Billy Dono-
van offered nothing but

praise for the Wildcats,
who pushed their own win
streak to 16 games. The
Florida coach added that
Calipari’s squad was a “cut
above” the rest if the
teams in the league, in-
cluding his own squad.

“We aren't really saying
we are the best team in the
league,” Lamb said. “We
are just going out there
every game and playing to
our game plan and playing
our best, trying to win
every game.”
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Cat chat

LEXINGTON — Here
is what players and
coaches had to say after
Kentucky’s 78-58 win
over Florida Tuesday.

Kentucky coach John
Calipari: “My thing to
Michael (Kidd-Gilchrist)
was I want to make sure
he's smiling. A couple
games ago he wasn't
smiling. I'm like, ‘You
should be smiling every
game.’ I told him and
Anthony (Davis), I said
to both of them, ‘You
guys understand, these
guys love playing with
you because you don't
command the ball. You
defend. You rebound.
You block shots. ey get
to shoot all the balls.
What's better than that?’ 

I said, ‘But, let me say
this to you. ey get all
the accolades, and they
got to deal with that
stuff, too.’ And our team
is. ey know those two
are playing well, but we
got a bunch of other
guys playing well right
now, too.”

Kentucky center An-
thony Davis: “We did a
great job. ey like to
shoot 3’s, almost 30 a
game. We held them to
six. We did an outstand-
ing job.”

Florida coach Billy
Donovan: “ey are
very, very good. ere is
not one thing you do
necessarily against them
that is a formula to win. I
think good shooting,
and maybe the stats nec-
essarily don’t prove out
that way, but (Doron)
Lamb is a very, very ca-
pable shooter, (Darius)
Miller is a capable
shooter, I think when
(Marquis) Teague has
his feet set, he is a solid
shooter, (Terrence)
Jones every once in a
while can throw one in
on you, but I think they
had the right guys taking
3’s in terms of when they
were open. But then you
also have to account for
the backboard and you
also have to account for
post-ups and things to
the basket.”

Kentucky guard
Doron Lamb: “We are
playing with a lot of en-
ergy at the beginning of
games. Everybody is just
playing great and every-
one is doing their role.”

Florida guard Kenny
Boynton: “I think in the
first half, defensively we
did good. It was the tran-
sition and offensive re-
bounding that killed us.” 

—Larry Vaught

Lamb stays
hot, follows
game plan

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Kentucky guard Doron Lamb (20) throws up his trademark goggles sign after nailing a trey against Florida.
Lamb had four 3-pointers and scored 18 points in the win.

Fans arrive early to get Davis poster


