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‘Star Trek: The Next 
Generation’ beams up  
to the big screen — E3

The Olympic Stadium in London, home of the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, is surrounded by a colorful pedestrian area.
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LONDON — “’Ello, lovey. ’Ow 
about buying some of me roses? You’d 
pay 15 quid in the West End; I’ll let 
you ’ave these for 5.”

The pink-cheeked, white-haired 
flower seller proved as colorful as the 
blooms at the Columbia Road Flower 
Market, one of London’s largest. It 
turns out that 5 quid, or pounds (about 
$7), is the magic number for all the 

market’s flora, whether bedding plants 
or banana palms. The motto here: 
“Everything for a fiver.”

The Sunday Columbia Road Flower 
Market is but one of the attractions 
in London’s East End, an area with 
no defined boundary — it’s generally 
thought to begin east of the 1-square-
mile City of London and continue on 
to Stratford, principal site of the 2012 
Olympics, which open Friday — but 
with a well-defined personality.

That personality is by turns hip, 
edgy, multi-cultural, artistic and gritty. 
Even the place names — Shoreditch, 
Spitalfields, Isle of Dogs — suggest 
its boisterous beginnings and how 
far removed it was, in lifestyle if not 
geography, from the genteel West End 
enclaves of Mayfair, St. James and 
Belgravia. 

The West End had aristocrats; the 

It’ll be on full display when the Olympic spotlight is on London
By Patti Nickell

Contributing Travel Writer

East End wins gold in personality

See LONDON, E4

Midway through the first act of Legally 
Blonde: The Musical, heroine Elle Woods 
goes to a Halloween party with fellow 
 Harvard Law School students. It’s her first 
big chance to win back her ex-boyfriend, 
Warner, who dumped her back home in Los 
Angeles. He said he needed someone more 
serious than the fashion-merchandising 
major at UCLA.

Elle has been tricked by Warner’s new 
girlfriend into thinking it was a costume 
party, and she arrives dressed as a Playboy 
bunny.

Despite the humiliation and another 
rejection from Warner, she delivers a clever 
line, walks out with her head held high and 
then freaks out.

Ellie Todd can empathize.
Todd, a graduate of the School for the 

Creative and Performing Arts who will be 
a sophomore at the University of Michigan, 
is spending the summer playing Woods is 
SummerFest’s production of Legally Blonde, 
which opens Wednesday at the Arboretum.

Based on the 2001 movie starring Reese 
Witherspoon, the musical is the story of 
a sorority girl who follows the man who 
dumped her to law school and discovers 
that she’s not nearly the dumb blonde that 

A ROLE TO DYE FOR
Recent (brunette) SCAPA grad transforms herself in ‘Legally Blonde’  

By Rich Copley
rcopley@herald-leader.com

Ellie Todd, a SCAPA graduate and a student at the University of Michigan, plays Elle Woods in SummerFest’s 
production of Legally Blonde — The Musical. She originally had planned to try for a supporting role.
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IF YOU GO

In 2006, Lexington  native 
Laura Bell Bundy already had 
a résumé that thousands of 
struggling actors in New York 
would have dreamed of.

It included movies and 
TV, a regular role on the 
daytime drama The Guiding 
Light, creating the role of 
Amber Von Tussle in the Tony 
Award-winning hit Hairspray, 
and regularly standing in for 

 Kristin Chenoweth as Glinda in the Broad-
way smash Wicked.

And in late 2006, she got the prize only 
a few actors ever enjoy: the chance to create 
the lead role in a new Broadway show. A 

Bundy gives 
Lexington a lasting 

link to ‘Blonde’
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COPIOUS NOTES

More photos: See a photo 
gallery from rehearsals for 
SummerFest’s production 
of Legally Blonde: The 
Musical at LexGo.com.

See BLONDE, E2

SummerFest

Shows: A Streetcar Named Desire by Ten-
nessee Williams, through July 22; Legally 
Blonde: The Musical, music and lyrics by 
Laurence O’Keefe and Nell Benjamin, and 
book by Heather Hach, July 25-29

When: Shows begin at 8:45 p.m. Enter-

tainment before show.

Where: The Arboretum  amphitheater, 
500 Alumni Dr.

Tickets: General admission: $12 in ad-
vance, $15 at gate.  Reserved chair: $15, 
$18. Reserved blanket for four: $55, $80. 

Learn more: (859) 935-1564. Mykct.org. See COPLEY, E2

Laura Bell Bundy, who is now pursuing a 
country music career, has long maintained 
that she’ll go back to Broadway someday.

JEFF BOTTARI | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kelly Wearstler faux leather 
Sousxie leggings, $395, with 
zippered ankles, make for a 
lean silhouette. Pre-order for 
fall at Nordstrom.com.  

NORDSTROM.COM

A little bit punk with 
a dash of biker thrown in, 
leather pieces are a major 
fashion trend for fall 2012 for 
men and women alike.

In coming seasons, look 
for leather skin-tight leg-
gings and pants, jackets, 
dresses and a multitude of 
skirt styles, including pencils, 
peplums and pleats.

The cut of the season’s 
leather pant is varied: 
skinny lambskin stretch 
leggings from Mary-Kate 
and  Ashley Olsen’s label The 
Row ($1,990 at Bergdorf 

Leather, old 
and new, 

swaggers into 
the picture

FASH FOOD 
TREND REPORT

What’s hot in fashion  
and beauty

HARRIETT 
HENDREN
HERALD-LEADER  
FASHION WRITER

See FASH FOOD, E3

Faux leather offers an afford-
able alternative to the real 
thing. This quilted jacket from 
Jones New York is $199 at 
JNY.com.

JNY.COM


