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death.
He was also charged 

with wanton endanger-
ment in connection with 
the Proffi tts.

The facts of the case, 
attorneys on both sides of 
the courtroom said, were 
not in dispute.

“You’re going to send 
Robbie to prison,” defense 
attorney Eric Bearden told 
the seven-man, fi ve-wom-
an jury in his closing state-
ment Tuesday.

“It’s not a case where 
I’m going to get up here 
and say let him go … the 
facts don’t justify that.”

At issue, he said, was 
McGregor’s degree of re-
sponsibility.

“It was a car accident. It 
was an accident involving 
a failure to yield,” he said.

The case’s prosecu-
tor, Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Carrie 
Ovey-Wiggins, argued for 
a murder conviction.

“The defense wants to 
put this term ‘failure to 
yield’ in your brain,” she 
said. “It’s way more than 
that. In this case, it’s mur-
der … Shanan Asher died 
because of the conduct of 
this defendant.”

Asher, she said, “is not 
a statistic. She was a real 
human being. She was a 
mother. She was a daugh-
ter. She was a sister.

“She’s in the cold 
ground because of this de-
fendant’s actions.”

Witness testimony
The trial began Monday 

morning with jury selec-
tion. By the time the court 
broke for lunch, both sides 
had presented their open-
ing statements.

Prosecution testimony 
began at 1 p.m. Monday 
with a brief appearance 
by Asher’s mother, Rachel 
Wilson.

The jury then heard 
from Princeton Police Sgt. 
Larry Schultz, who en-
countered McGregor’s ve-
hicle while off-duty on the 
night of the crash.

Schultz testifi ed he saw 
McGregor standing be-
hind the Grand Am urinat-
ing near the intersection 
of Grooms Lane and Matt 
Rich Road, with a beer can 
at his feet.

Schultz, with his wife 
in the car, followed Mc-
Gregor’s vehicle and con-
tacted Offi cer Ron Hellard 
to inform him that Mc-
Gregor could be driving 
under the infl uence.

Schultz said the Grand 
Am was driving erratically 
as it approached U.S. 62 
from Matt Rich Road.

He continued to follow 
the vehicle onto the high-
way and watched, he said, 
as it pulled into the path of 
the Blazer.

Hellard was the next 
witness to take the stand.

He testifi ed that he ar-
rived at the scene after 
the collision and noted a 
strong odor of alcoholic 
beverages in the vehicle. 
Beer cans were visible in 
the car, he said.

Hellard stated that he 
could tell from the level of 
trauma to Asher that she 
had not survived.

The next witness was 
Offi cer Anthony Brown, 
who followed the ambu-
lance transporting Mc-
Gregor to the local emer-
gency room.

Brown noted McGregor 
was not responsive to his 
questions and appeared to 
be intoxicated.

The fi fth and sixth wit-
nesses to take the stand 
were Kyle and Cody Prof-
fi tt, now 21.

They testifi ed that they 
had spent the day at a 
friend’s home off Farmer-
sville Road working on the 
Blazer’s gas gauge, then 
headed home between 
10:30 and 11 p.m.

When McGregor turned 
in front of the vehicle, Kyle 
said, there was little he 
could do.

“I hit (the brakes) but it 
didn’t do no good,” he said.

Dr. Debra Wilder, the 
physician working the ER 
on the night of the crash, 
was the next to testify 
Monday.

She told the court that 
blood tests taken in the ER 

indicated McGregor had a 
blood-alcohol level of 214 
milligrams per deciliter.

That level indicated he 
had consumed between 
six and eight beers or 
mixed drinks — “a signifi -
cant amount of intoxica-
tion,” she said.

Head and chest trau-
ma he sustained in the 
crash required an airlift to 
Nashville for treatment at 
the Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center.

The court next heard 
from Erin Powers, a foren-
sic chemist with the Ken-
tucky State Police South-
eastern Lab.

Powers testifi ed that 
she conducted lab tests on 
additional blood samples 
from McGregor that indi-
cated a blood-alcohol level 
of 0.20 grams (200 milli-
grams) per deciliter.

Following her testimo-
ny, the court heard from 
Offi cer John Earnest, the 
police department’s colli-
sion reconstructionist.

Earnest testifi ed he 
found no evidence of ex-
cessive speed in either ve-
hicle involved in the crash.

The bumper of the Blaz-
er, elevated above factory 
standards and equipped 
with large tires, collided 
with the Grand Am near 
the junction of its wind-
shield and passenger-side 
window.

“In this type of collision, 
it would’ve been the weak-
est part of the car,” he said.

That height differential, 
Bearden noted during his 
cross-examination of Ear-
nest, “defeats every safety 
feature in that car that was 
hit.”

The prosecution’s fi nal 
witness was county Coro-
ner Dewayne Trafford, 
who testifi ed to the nature 
of Asher’s injuries and the  
cause of her death, blunt 
force trauma from the col-
lision.

Court adjourned for the 
day shortly before 3:30 
p.m. Monday.

McGregor testifi es
When court was called 

back into session at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, the Common-
wealth rested its case, and 
Bearden called McGregor 
to the stand.

He testifi ed that Asher, 
whom he had been dat-
ing for two or three years, 
picked him up in the Grand 
Am on the morning of Oct. 
3 to travel to her sister’s 
home in Earlington.

Asher, he said, had al-
ready been drinking and 
had more alcohol in the 
car, and he began to drink 
as well.

The original plan, he 
told the court, was that 
they would spend the night 
at Asher’s sister’s.

Asher and her sister, 
he testifi ed, got into a dis-
agreement, and he and 
Asher left. “I drove from 
there,” he said.

They came back to 
Caldwell County and had 
dinner with McGregor’s 
grandparents in Farmers-
ville.

They stayed there, he 
said, until sometime be-
tween 9 and 10 p.m., then 
left to try to fi nd Asher a 
place to stay for the night.

They were turning into 
Hancock’s so she could 
use the phone when the 
wreck occurred, he said.

McGregor testifi ed he 
could not remember see-
ing any approaching head-
lights, the wreck itself, or 
its immediate aftermath.

He said his parents 
came to Vanderbilt the fol-
lowing day and informed 
him that Asher had been 
killed.

“It made me feel ter-
rible,” he said.

On cross-examination 
by Ovey-Wiggins, Mc-
Gregor said he did not dis-
pute the fact that he was 
drinking and driving, but 

did not admit to being un-
der the infl uence or agree-
ing he caused the wreck.

“I guess it is my fault, 
but I didn’t see nothing 
coming,” he said.

Penalties set
Jurors left the court-

room to deliberate a few 
minutes after 11 a.m. 
Tuesday. They returned to 
the courtroom with guilty 
verdicts at about 1:15 p.m.

A second-offense DUI 
charge (a misdemeanor) 
was included among the 
felony convictions.

Following the return of 
those guilty verdicts, the 
penalty phase of the trial 
began.

Probation and Parole 
Offi cer Kristen Dickerson 
testifi ed in regard to the 
minimum amount of time 
McGregor would have to 
serve before being eligible 

for parole consideration: 
20 percent of the sentence 
for manslaughter and 15 
percent of each wanton 
endangerment sentence.

Ovey-Wiggins also had 
Dickerson detail for the 
jury McGregor’s 11 prior 
convictions, for crimes 
ranging from alcohol in-
toxication and DUI to as-
sault and facilitation to at-
tempted arson.

“I wish that information 
could have been revealed 
sooner,” the prosecutor 
told the jury. “The law 
doesn’t allow that.”

She asked for the maxi-
mum possible sentenc-
es, and to order each be 
served back-to-back.

The jury agreed, after 
another hour of delibera-
tion. A formal sentencing 
hearing has been sched-
uled for 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 6.
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McGregor convicted of manslaughter, 
endangerment for role in fatal crash
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“Shanan Asher 
died because of 
the conduct of 
this defendant.”

— Carrie 
Ovey-Wiggins


