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Lyric Thomson, 5, left, and Jashari Green, 4, played at the Russell Center facility in Lexington on Monday. The center is run by the Community Action Council.
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FRANKFORT — Gov. 
Steve Beshear spent the bulk 
of his 45-minute State of 
the Commonwealth speech 
Wednesday trying to drum 
up support for a sweeping tax 
reform package that would 
generate cash for struggling 
schools and 
an ailing pen-
sion system.

I f  Ke n -
tucky wants 
to prosper, 
l a w m a k e r s 
must overhaul 
the tax code 
this year to 
generate sig-
nificant new 
revenue for 
years to come, 
the two-term 
Democrat i c 
governor told 
a joint session 
of the House 
and Senate in his sixth State 
of the Commonwealth speech. 

“The question for us in 
this room is simple but soul-
searching: Are we courageous 
enough to invest in our chil-
dren’s future?” Beshear said.

He also urged lawmakers 
to overhaul and fully fund the 
state’s pension system, which 
has roughly half the money it 
needs to pay all current and 
future retirees.

“We will not be able to in-

ANNUAL SPEECH ALSO 
SEEKS PENSION REFORM

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

Beshear 
calls for 

broad tax 
changes

STATE MONEY WOES

Preschool 
teacher Hope 
Sandiford 
high-fived 
Jamarlon Her-
ring, 3, after 
he completed 
a puzzle at the 
Russell Center. 
Up to 8,600 
low-income 
families face 
losing subsi-
dies for child 
care this year 
because of 
state budget 
cuts.

FRANKFORT — Big cuts 
to a program that helps low-
income families pay for child 
care will probably force many 
single parents to quit their 
jobs and shutter some child 
care centers, warn advocates 

who will rally Thursday in the 
Capitol.

In Martin County, be-
tween 60 and 75 percent of 
children at the county’s only 
licensed child care center, 
Martin County Kiddie Col-
lege, receive a state child care 
subsidy, said owner Brenda 
Bowen.

“A lot of my parents are 

RALLY SCHEDULED FOR 
THURSDAY IN CAPITOL

Child care advocates 
warn of cuts’ impact

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

See CHILD CARE, A2 See BESHEAR, A10

Beshear 

Pension 
reform: Bill 
affecting state 
employees 
clears first 
hurdle.  
Page A4

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Post-
al Service plans to end Saturday letter 
delivery beginning in August, a sign 
that the long-suffering agency may fi-
nally be succumbing to e-commerce.

The rest of the Postal Service’s Sat-
urday operations will continue as nor-

mal; post offices and P.O. boxes will 
remain open and packages will still be 
delivered.

Postmaster General and CEO Patrick 
R. Donahoe said at a news conference 
Wednesday that moving to a five-day de-
livery week starting the week of Aug. 5 
is a necessary cut because of the Postal 

Postal Service to give up 
Saturday letter deliveries

By Beena Raghavendran
McClatchy Newspapers
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A rally was 
held in op-
position to 
lifting the 
ban on gays   
Wednesday in 
front of the 
Boy Scouts 
of America 
National 
Headquarters 
in Irving, 
Texas. 

RICHARD  
RODRIGUEZ |  

ASSOCIATED PRESS

IRVING, Texas — The Boy 
Scouts of America, which re-
confirmed last summer its pol-
icy banning openly gay people 

from participation, then said 
last week it was reconsider-
ing the ban, said Wednesday 
that it would postpone a deci-
sion once more, until May, as 
talk of gays in the ranks has 
roiled a storied organization 
that carries deep emotional 
connection and nostalgia for 

‘OUTPOURING OF 
FEEDBACK’ CITED

Boy Scouts delay decision 
on gay membership

By Lauren D’Avolio  
and Kirk Johnson
The New York Times
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SaintJosephBreastCenter.org

When choosing your source for breast
care services, you need a place that
understands you’re more than just a
name. Saint Joseph Breast Center
offers experienced physicians,
all-female compassionate staff,
and the latest technology. Kimberly Stigers, MDMargaret O’Neill Brown, MD Marta Kenney, MD

Experienced Breast Care with Dignity
4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Saint Joseph East Medical Office Building
160 N. Eagle Creek Dr., Suite 101, Lexington
Digital Mammography, Ultrasound, MRI,
Breast Biopsies & Bone Densitometry
APPOINTMENTS: 859.967.5613

Saint Joseph Office Park
1401 Harrodsburg Rd., Suite C-45, Lexington
Digital Screening Mammography
APPOINTMENTS: 859.967.5613

Saint Joseph Outpatient Care Center
1099 Duval Street, Suite 150, Lexington
Digital Screening Mammography
APPOINTMENTS: 859.313.3554

Saint Joseph Berea
305 Estill Street, Berea
Screening Mammography & Bone Densitometry
APPOINTMENTS: 859.986.6587

Digital Mammography Available April 2013 at Saint Joseph Jessamine

dealsaver.com/lexington
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