
Earning a Living: Opportunities and Choices
m i d d l e a n d H i G H s c H o o l
One way to better understand the balance of skills, income, and environment
is to actually look for a job. If you had to decide on a career today, what would
you choose to do? (Consider picking two radically different options.)

Directions. using the Internet, local papers, and other sources, do a career/job
search. read through three or four job descriptions and record the information
from two on the Job Information chart.

Review your research.
What action is needed to work toward one of these careers?
Write the initial steps of your action plan at right.

1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________

Rule of thumb:
Don’t make your educational choice entirely on where your friends are
going or your family’s preferences. Finding the right fit for you is important
to your success.
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College Choices H i G H s c H o o l
Directions. As you think about your educational interests, use this worksheet as a starting point for identifying possible college choices. This is the first step.
Your answers will allow you to do more in-depth research, as well as ask school representatives insightful questions.

The Case for Additional Education
If you think you will continue your education after high school, consider your options.

• Four-year institution: Public and private schools
• Two-year associate degree: Foundational degree, generally represents

the first two years of college
• Technical degree: Career-oriented degree with lots of hands-on learning
• Trade-school certificate: Trade-specific certifications (For example, you

can earn a certificate as a hairdresser, plumber, electrician, etc.)
• Military training: Service to the military while earning a specific

applicable degree (For example, become a jet pilot while getting paid.)

Although education often means additional expenses, in many cases there are
scholarships, work-study opportunities, student loans, and other student-aid
options available.

Class selection in your area of study or interest: _________________________________________________
Campus activities (sports, arts, fraternities/sororities, religious, etc.): __________________________________
Diversity of student body (gender, race, ethnicity, interests, religion, geographic home, etc.): _________________
Post-graduation statistics: a) % that graduate: ______ b) % that find a job in their field of interest within one
year of graduation:________ c) Alumni network (useful for contacts) in your area, large or small: ____________

A. Understanding You (questions to ask yourself)
Type of school: Public Private

Setting: urban Suburban rural

Location: region or State ____________________________

Distance from Home: Close Within a Day’s Drive Flight

Enrollment: Total Number of Students: Small (under 2,000)
Medium (2,000-10,000)
Large (10,000-15,000)
Very Large (over 15,000)

Average Students per under 5 6-10 11-20
Faculty Member: 21-30 Over 30

Areas of Study or Interest: ____________________________________________

Non-Academic Areas of Interest: (sports, arts, fraternities/sororities, religious
groups, etc.): ________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Things that you definitely don’t like: _______________________________
__________________________________________________________

B. Understanding More About the Institution (questions to ask a representative or to research online)

Yes No
grants
Scholarships
School-Aid
Loans
Work-Study

Job Information Option A Option B
Title

Description (What work will you do in this job?)

Salary (if stated)

required education level

required work experience

What interests you about this job?


