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All of Jon Fish’s friends knew their
ACT scores from the February testing
date before he knew his. The St. Xavier
High School junior couldn’t check his
online account in the school computer
lab because only his mother knew the
password.

“I called my mom but she didn’t get
back to me until after the lab was closed
for the day,” he said.

When she finally did call back, Jon,
17, wasn’t sure he wanted her to tell him
his score. He remembers her saying,
“Yes, you do want to know. You got a
36.”

A composite 36 is the highest score
possible on the college entrance exam.
Jon scored a 35 on the English and math
sections and a 36 on reading and sci-
ence.

On average, fewer than one-tenth of
1percent of students score a 36 on a giv-
en testing date, according to ACT.
Twenty-two students from Kentucky,
including seven Louisville-area stu-
dents, scored a composite 36 in 2011.

“I was a little mad that she’d didn’t
get right back to me, but I was too happy
about my score” to remain upset, he
said.

Jon lives in Finchville, Ky., with his
parents, Angela and Tim Fish. He has
two older brothers who attend the Uni-
versity of Kentucky.

Jon said he didn’t take a preparation
class but used sample tests online to
prepare. Some of his teachers, includ-
ing his English teacher last year, Jed
Hilbert, help students prepare as part
of their classes.

“The great thing about Jon is that he
views standardized tests as opportuni-
ties, and he rises to the occasion,” said
Hilbert. “He enjoys the challenge of
these tests, takes them with extreme fo-
cus and confidence, and achieves not
just greatness, but perfection. He com-
petes at the highest level.”

“I’ve had really good teachers, last
year and this year,” Jon said, adding,
“my parents showed me encourage-

ment.”
Jon said when he left the testing cen-

ter he felt confident but wasn’t sure
how he’d done. “It seemed harder than
the practice questions,” he said. When
he found out his score, he was sur-
prised. “I didn’t think I’d done that
well.”

Adding to the stress of the testing
weekend was the fact that he had a 20-
page paper due in his Spanish class
early the next week, and he had barely
started working on it. He said he fin-
ished the paper on time and received a
good grade.

His approach to standardized test-
ing is “not to over-think the questions,
and not spend too much time on any one
question.” He said some of his answers
on the math section were “closer to a
guess.”

Jon considers himself a loyal friend
who is calm under pressure. He says his
test advice for his friends is to “chill out
and don’t get uptight. You can always
take it again.”

Jon won’t be repeating the ACT al-
though he may decide to take the SAT
as well. He is in the process of research-
ing colleges and speculates that he may
choose to get his undergraduate degree
at the University of Kentucky before
pursing graduate study out of state.
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Lou Hesler owned and operated Mr.
Lou’s in that location from 1977 until his
1996 death at age 64.

“I hope restaurants like mine don’t die
out,” Hesler told The Courier-Journal in
1994.

His wife, Betty Hesler, continued to
run the business for about five years then
sold it to a couple who only stayed in busi-
ness a couple of years, said Emily Hesler,
a granddaughter of Lou and Betty Hesler.

Emily Hesler, 23, said she enjoyed the
food at Kathy and Joe’s Place, and she
was glad someone reopened a diner in the
old building.

Kathy Langnehs said Mr. Lou’s was
popular for years and it “seemed like a
place everyone missed having in their
neighborhood.”

The new restaurant doesn’t serve
roasted pork chops and chicken like Mr.
Lou’s. Instead, they fry them, she said.

Betty Hesler also came into the diner
to eat a couple of Sundays ago and shared
some advice with the new operators.

“She said if we keep our portions as
big as they are, we’ll never make any
money,” Kathy Langnehs said.

Kathy Lengnehs also sought advice
from Christi’s Cafe owner Christi Druin,
who operated the business at 12900 Dixie
Highway for a couple of years before
moving to the new site.

“We like to stick together with other
locally owned businesses,” she said.

Reporter Charlie White can be reached at
(502) 582-4653 or on Twitter @Louisville-
South.

» COVER PHOTO: Melissa and Greg
Fuqua, left, and Fred and Cathy Chody-
niecki with their grandson Trevor Chody-
niecki, 9, eat lunch.

Kathy and Joe Langnehs check out patron Fred Chodyniecki, right.

“I wanted it to be something that the older generation would remember and something
new for the younger folks to come and enjoy,” said Kathy Langnehs of her diner.


