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A former Kentucky
youth pastor, already fac-
ing charges of sexual
abuse in Henderson, has
been arrested on similar
charges in a Colorado case.

John H. Brothers Jr., 43,
was arrested Friday in
West Monroe, La., where
he had been living since he
left Kentucky last year.

Brothers had been a
youth pastor at Hyland

Baptist Church, a South-
ern Baptist congregation
in Henderson.

He is scheduled for trial
May 17 in Henderson Cir-
cuit Court on two counts of
first-degree sexual abuse.
A Henderson Police De-
partment report said
Brothers was arrested af-
ter a detective inter-
viewed two juveniles .

News accounts at the
time of his arrest last No-
vember indicated that the

alleged victims were
members of the congrega-
tion.

Under Kentucky law,
first-degree sexual abuse
is a felony that covers a va-
riety of offenses against
minors, including using a
position of authority or
special trust to subject
anyone under 18 to sexual
contact.

Brothers’ most recent
arrest, carried out by po-
lice from West Monroe and
from Routt County, Colo.,
involves eight charges of
sexual assault on a child,

seven charges of sexual
assault and eight charges
of first-degree burglary.

Brothers was in transit
from Louisiana to Colora-
do on Tuesday, according
to the Routt County sher-
iff’s office.

Sheriff Garrett Wig-
gins said the Colorado
charges do not appear to be
church-related.

A statement from the
Survivors Network of
those Abused by Priests,
which advocates against
sexual abuse by clergy of
various denominations,

urged “officials at Hyland
Baptist Church to aggres-
sively seek anyone who
may have seen, suspected,
or suffered crimes at
Brothers’ hand to come
forward immediately.”

A woman who an-
swered the phone at the
Hyland church on Tuesday
said the congregation had
no comment on the cases.

The News Star of Monroe,
La., contributed to this re-
port.

Ex-pastor charged in Colo.
Sex case similar to inquiry in Ky.
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One day after construc-
tion badly snarled traffic
on Interstate 71 coming
into Louisville, early com-
muters on Tuesday were
finding less congestion as
more took alternate routes
— but officials are still
urging people to avoid the
freeway.

Traffic was backed up
about a mile approaching
Zorn Avenue but moving
about 30-35 mph during
morning rush hour, said
Tim Emington, operations
manager with the TRI-

MARC highway office.
Construction is reduc-

ing southbound I-71 to one
lane between the Watter-
son Expressway and Spa-
ghetti Junction until April
30.

Bridge deck repairs on
the right lane of Mocking-
bird Valley overpass of
southbound I-71were com-
pleted overnight, allowing
the exit ramp to Zorn Ave-
nue to be reopened, two
days ahead of schedule.

“After what happened
(Monday), I think people
are taking different
routes,” he said.

On Monday, a “perfect
storm” of events turned
I-71 into a virtual parking
lot for the morning com-
mute, with rain, construc-
tion, accidents and motor-
ists fresh from spring

break all adding to the mix.
Concrete repairs are

continuing on the nine sets
of bridges between Inter-
state 64 in downtown
Louisville and Interstate
264, along with I-71.
Lengthy delays have re-
sulted during the morning
and evening rush hours.

The state highway de-
partment said people trav-
eling to Thunder Over
Louisville this weekend
should plan ahead for trav-

eling into the downtown
area. Work will continue
through the weekend and
the lane closings will re-
main in place.

Tractor-trailers and
loads wider than 11 feet
will not be permitted
through the work zone. A
signed detour will be in
place via I-264 and I-64.

Construction began in
August 2011 on this pro-
ject, but work was limited
last fall due to the closure

of the Sherman Minton
Bridge. I-71 served as the
detour route for accessing
Interstate 65 and crossing
the Ohio River into south-
ern Indiana.

Gohmann Asphalt and
Construction is the con-
tractor on this $10.9 mill-
ion project. Work is sched-
uled for completion in
June.

Reporter Chris Kenning can
be reached at (502) 582-4697.

Bumper-to-bumper traffic was moving slowly on I-71 southbound just after the Zorn
Avenue exit on Tuesday morning. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Interstate
bottleneck
eases some
Motorists urged
to avoid I-71
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Monday deadline to
register for primary

Monday is the deadline
to register to vote in the
May 22 primary, to make an
address change or to
change party affiliation,
the Jefferson County
Board of Election reminds
voters.

Voter registration cards
can be dropped off at any
motor vehicle branch of
the county clerk’s office or
at the Jefferson County
Election Center at 810 Bar-
ret Ave.

The Central, Dixie and
East Vehicle branches are
open to 6:30 p.m. on Mon-
day.

U of L to start work
on sports center

A ground-breaking is
scheduled today on a
$38 million student sports
and recreation center on
the west side of the Univer-
sity of Louisville’s Belknap
Campus.

University President
James Ramsey will join
student leaders at the1p.m.
ceremony.

The 128,000-square-foot
center will be built off
Fourth Street between the
Kurz and Minardi resi-
dence halls. The center is
scheduled to open in fall
2013 and will include a
lighted, artificial-turf field
behind Kurz Hall.

It was endorsed by al-
most 90 percent of students
and will be paid for through
a combination of student
fees and private funds.

IMAX film to open
Friday at center

The latest IMAX docu-
mentary adventure, “To
The Arctic,” will open at
the Louisville Science Cen-
ter on Friday, to support
the Science Center’s cele-
bration of Earth Day on
Sunday.

Narrated by Meryl
Streep, the film explores
the lives of a mother polar
bear and her twin 7-month-
old cubs as they navigate
thechangingArcticwilder-
ness.

The movie shows the
family’s struggle to sur-
vive amid melting ice, im-
mense glaciers, waterfalls
and snowbound peaks.

IMAX tickets are $7 for
nonmembers and $5 for
members.

Destruction of
weapons revised

The Pentagon has re-
vised its schedule and the
cost for disposing of chem-
ical weapons at the Blue-
grass Army Depot in Ken-
tucky and a location in Col-
orado.

Department of Defense
officials said the new esti-
mated cost for the program
is $10.6 billion, up from the
previous estimate of $8 bil-
lion. In Kentucky, the re-
vised completion date for
disposal has moved back
two years to 2023, officials
said.

Craig Williams, director
of the Kentucky-based
Chemical Weapons Work-
ing Group, which follows
disposal efforts closely,
said he doesn’t anticipate
that all the additional mon-
ey or all the additional time
will be needed to complete
the work. “But in order to
ensure the funds are there,
just in case they are need-
ed, the elongated schedule
was brought forward,” he
said.

“By all accounts, this
conservative revised
schedule places a premium
on the safety of the commu-
nity and it provides suffi-
cient long-term funding to
achieve that goal,” said
Robert Steurer , spokes-
man for U.S. Sen. Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky.

A Defense Department
news release said the
change allows for uncer-
tainties in project plan-
ning.
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Do all public school stu-
denta in Kentucky have a
legal right to attend their
nearest school — or does
state law leave those atten-
dance decisions to elected
school boards?

That’s the question that
will be argued today be-
fore the Kentucky Su-
preme Court in the latest
high-profile legal chal-
lenge to Jefferson County
Public Schools’ controver-
sial student assignment
plan — which opponents
want the high court to
strike down.

“We are hopeful,” said
Louisville attorney Teddy
Gordon, whose previous
challenge led the U.S. Su-
preme Court in 2007 to in-
validate the district’s old
desegregation plan. “Ken-

tucky law clearly man-
dates that all children shall
go to the schools nearest
their home.”

Each side will have 15
minutes to argue its case
before the seven justices,
who likely will pepper the
lawyers with questions.
Attorneys say the legal
question hinges on the
parsing of language in a
state statute.

Kentucky law says par-
ents may “enroll” a stu-
dent at the school closest to
their home. Gordon will
contend, as he has in lower-
court arguments, that the
wording also entitles that
student to attend the same
school.

But Byron Leet, an at-
torney for the district, will
contend the legislature re-
moved the word “attend”
from the statute more than
20 years ago, and that state
law allows districts to
make assignment deci-
sions — including trans-
porting some students to
enhance diversity.

Much is at stake.
If Jefferson County los-

es, it would be faced with
the prospect of a massive
redesign of its assignment
plan — and with complica-
tions ranging from over-
crowding to maintaining
popular magnet programs.
The district would likely
ask the court for a year to
do that if it loses, board
Chairman Steve Imhoff
said.

But he also said he
hopes that doesn’t happen.
He said most parents want
diverse schools. And he
warned that neighborhood
schools would harm some
students by concentrating
low-income students and
overcrowding popular
suburban ones.

Last October, a divided
Kentucky Court of Ap-
peals ruled against the dis-
trict, and ordered it to de-
velop a new assignment
system. At the time, Judge
Kelly Thompson called
voluntary integration a
failed “social experiment”

and said “the history of
segregation by itself can-
not justify” ignoring the
state statute.

Imhoff said he believes
the state Supreme Court
“will give us a fair hear-
ing.”

The case also carries
implications for districts
statewide, and education
groupshavefiledbriefsar-
guing it would be difficult
to implement, particularly
in rural systems or urban
districts where school-
aged populations aren’t
evenly distributed.

So far, defending the
case has cost the Jefferson
district $98,763 in attorney
fees and expenses, accord-
ing to an open-records re-
quest submitted this week.

Today’s argument will
mark the latest chapter in
a long battle over Louis-
ville’s assignment plan,
which aims to keep schools
integrated by race, income
and education levels but
which has drawn opposi-
tion from parents who

don’t get their choice of
schools.

Supporters argue that
integrated schools bring
academic benefits for chil-
dren and help prepare
them for a diverse world.
Detractors complain about
bus-ride times.

Recently, facing con-
tinued complaints, the dis-
trict changed its definition
of diversity as a way to re-
duce ride times. However,
few parents who could
transfer children closer to
home chose to do so.

The issue became a
charged political issue
during the 2010 Louisville
mayor’s race and the 2011
race for governor. The
2012 General Assembly de-
clined to pass another pro-
posed neighborhood-
schools bill.

Gordon and Leet both
said it’s not clear how long
the Kentucky Supreme
Court will take to rule.

Reach Chris Kenning at (502)
582-4697.

Court hears JCPS busing case today
Assignment
plan in spotlight
By Chris Kenning
ckenning@courier-journal.com
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Opponents of contro-
versial changes to how his-
toric landmarks and his-
toric districts are desig-
nated in metro Louisville
have offered a compro-
mise.

An ordinance being
sponsored by Democrat
David Yates and nine other
council members would
give final approval for
landmark designation to
the Metro Council, and re-
quire half of the required
200 signatures on any pet-
ition requesting the desig-
nation come from people
who live within a one-mile
radius of the structure.

Councilman Tom Owen,
a local historian, offered a
compromise he hopes will
be adopted instead.

Owen’s proposal, which
was written with Stephen
Porter, an attorney repre-
senting the preservation
community, would keep
the final say on designat-
ing landmarks and historic
districts with the Louis-
ville Metro Landmarks
Commission. Owen’s com-
promise was unveiled dur-
ing a meeting of the coun-
cil’s Planning and Zoning
Commission Tuesday.

Other changes pro-
posed by Owen include:

» Requiring 50 of the
200 signatures on any pet-
ition to come from resi-
dents of the Metro Council
district in which the land-
mark is located, or the
next-closest Metro Coun-
cil district.

» Requiring a 30-day
notice for any public hear-
ing on landmark designa-
tion to go to the property
owner, property owners
within 500 feet of the
structure, any nearby reg-
istered neighborhood as-
sociation, and the Metro
Council member of the dis-
trict in which the land-
mark is located, along with
any small city in which the
property is located.

» Adding two Metro
Council members closest
to the property to the Land-
marks Commission with
full voting power on the
case.

» Providing a stay of
demolition of up to 60 days
during the landmarks
process.

Owen said the propos-
als are meant to slow down
the landmarks process and
increase notification to in-

terested parties to make
sure that the public has a
voice in the decisions.

“This was an attempt to
try and respond to the le-
gitimate concerns that
there is not enough time or
broad enough notification
when a landmark designa-
tion is proposed,” Owen
said.

Democrat Tina Ward-
Pugh said widening the
area from which a mini-
mum number of signa-
tures must be collected
makes sense because his-
toric landmarksare impor-
tant to everyone in the
community.

“We’re trying to find a
way to compromise,”
Ward-Pugh said.

Council President Jim
King, a sponsor of the
Yates ordinance, said he
thinks it’s important to
have petition signatures

“from the locale” of the
proposed landmark. Yates
said he was open to further
discussing a compromise.

But Robert Vice, chair-
man of the Landmarks
Commission, said it will be
difficult to determine if
people live within a one-
mile radius of any pro-
posed landmark.

“We know who lives in
council districts — you can
... find that out immediate-
ly,” Vice said.

Jon Ackerson, chair-
man of the council’s plan-
ning and zoning commit-
tee, said his committee will
vote on the issue in two
weeks. At two public hear-
ings, an overwhelming ma-
jority of people spoke in
opposition to the changes
proposed by Yates.

Reporter Dan Klepal can be
reached at (502) 582-4475.

Compromise offered on landmarks changes
Alternatives
from opponents
By Dan Klepal
dklepal@courier-journal.com
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