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Events
Mount Washington AARP Chapter
#4613 Spring Fundraiser. Ralph
Lutes Senior Center Building, 223A
Delania Drive, Mount Washington,
6:15 p.m. Friday. Dinner and perfor-
mance by local magician Steve Haffn-
er. $8 or two for $15; free, under age
5.
Veterans of Foreign Wars Plea-
sure-Valley Post 1181 and Auxilia-
ry meeting. 6518 Blevins Gap Road,
7:30 p.m. Monday. Election of offi-
cers will be held.
Kentucky Derby Festival Taste of
Derby Festival. Louisville Slugger
Field, 401 E. Main St., 5:30-8:30 p.m.
next Wednesday. Features signature
dishes from more than 65 of Louis-
ville’s finest restaurants Hosted by
Dare to Care Food Bank. $80. 966-
3821. www.kdf.org.
Veterans of Foreign Wars Mill
Creek/Bill Pieper Post 5421, 7111
Lower Hunters Trace:

Bingo. 6:30 p.m. tomorrow, prelimi-
nary games then regular bingo at 7
p.m.; 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, preliminary
games until regular bingo at 11 a.m.

Band. 8 p.m.-midnight Friday. Music
by the Willie Dale and Friends Band.

Karaoke. 8 p.m.-midnight Saturday.
Host: Chett Pat.

Cornhole. Monday. Sign-up: 6 p.m.
First game, 7 p.m. $5 blind draw.

Clubs and meetings
Bullitt County Voices of Independ-
ence Tea Party. Shepherdsville
Government Center, 634 Conestoga
Parkway, Shepherdsville, 6:30 p.m.
tomorrow. 608-4372.
Bullitt County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Ridgway Memorial branch
library, 127 N. Walnut St., Shepherd-
sville, 10 a.m. Saturday. Program:
“Cemeteries on Ft. Knox.”
Valley Woman’s Club. Jewish Hospi-
tal Medical Center Southwest, 9700
Stonestreet Road, 10 a.m. next
Wednesday. Regular meeting. Social
time: 9:30 a.m. 937-1525.

Dances
Veterans of Foreign Wars Plea-
sure-Valley Post 1181 canteen
dance. 6518 Blevins Gap Road, 8
p.m.-midnight Friday (The Ancients
Band); 8 p.m.-midnight Saturday (The
Buda Band.) Free.

Health
Health Services. Bullitt County
Health Department, 181 Lees Valley
Road, Shepherdsville, open week-
days. Blood-sugar, blood-pressure
and cholesterol screenings, immuni-
zations, flu vaccines, health educa-

tion, nutritional counseling, school
health, the HANDS program for
first-time parents, the Women,
Infants and Children supplemental
food program, safety seat loans.
Also, pap smears, breast exams,
mammograms, pregnancy testing,
family planning, birth control, tu-
berculosis screenings, follow-up for
positive TB tests, well-child check-ups,
required school physicals, infant-
death grief counseling, vital statistics
forms. Also, on-site sewage services,
soil evaluations, inspections, permit-
s.Appointments recommended. Some
clinical services obtained without an
appointment. No one turned away if
unable to pay. 543-2415, 955-7837.
www.bullittcountyhealthdept.com.

Self-help groups
Overeaters Anonymous. 566-3110.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Hillview
Community Center, 298 Prairie Drive,
Hillview, 7 p.m. Thursdays; Ridgway
Memorial Library, 127 N. Walnut St.,
Shepherdsville, 10 a.m. Wednesdays;
Sun Valley Community Center, 6505
Bethany Lane in Valley Station, 10
a.m. Wednesdays and 10:30 a.m.
Fridays. 800-932-8677.
Alcoholics Anonymous. Mount
Washington United Methodist
Church, 253 Flatlick Road, Mount
Washington, 7:30 p.m. Sunday.
582-1849.
Sex Addicts Anonymous. For help
in stopping compulsive sexual behav-
ior. Times and locations: 254-8004.
www.saa-recovery.org.

Seniors
Alternative Adult Day Health Care
Center Silver Sneakers exercise
program. 147 Wilma Ave., 9:30-10
a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays for
all seniors of Bullitt County and
southern Jefferson County. Class
endorsed by the Arthritis Foundation.
Free. 955-1750.
Shepherdsville Multi-Purpose
Community Action Agency Senior
Life Enrichment Center. 214 Frank
E. Simon Ave., Shepherdsville, 9
a.m.-3 p.m. weekdays. Ages 60 or
older. Lunch: 11:15 a.m. Reservations
by 1 p.m. the previous day. 543-3455.

Items for publication may be
emailed to listings@courier-jour-
nal.com, faxed to 582-4151, or sent
to The Courier-Journal, Calendar
Desk, 525 W. Broadway, P.O. Box
740031, Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431.
For information, call 582-4777. The
deadline to receive items for next
week’s section is noon today.
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Ian Timothy of Audubon Park has been observ-
ing beavers in Draut Park in St. Matthews for
about four years and was upset recently to find
thatabeaverdamandwhathesayswasalodgehad
been “bulldozed” by the city.

Ian, 17, a naturalist and junior at St. Xavier
High School who has produced an
award-winning series of short, hu-
morous animated films titled “Bea-
ver Creek,” sent an email to a bea-
ver protection activist in California
saying that the beavers had been
“removed” and that there was “no
sign of beaver activity.”

But the city insists no beavers
were killed or removed, and on a
more recent visit to the park on

Bowling Boulevard, Ian said “at least some of
them are still here” working at “full force again.”
He pointed out signs of new beaver activity — in-
cluding a partially constructed dam in the same
spot as the one that was destroyed in front of a
large drainage culvert along Beargrass Creek.

In the meantime, the city received emails from
around the world, including from New Zealand,
questioning its actions and in at least one case re-
ferring to a “big beaver massacre,” City Council-
man Rick Tonini said.

The beaver brouhaha began after Ian’s email
was disseminated by California activist Heidi Per-
ryman of Martinez, president and founder of the
beaver protection group Worth A Dam, which has
a website www.martinezbeavers.org about bea-
vers living in Alhambra Creek in Martinez.

Perryman said by phone last week that Ian is a
“really well-known figure” in the field, because of
his films, and she questioned whether a beaver
might have been killed accidentally at Draut Park.
Shehadwritteninanemail tothecitythat itshould
apologize to Ian “for this cruel and senseless act”
and “should work with him to develop a humane
beaver management policy.”

Tonini said the city was only acting to keep the
culvert clear to keep the creek flowing through it
and to prevent flooding from backups behind the
dam. The area serves as a regional detention basin
that protects areas from Lyndon to the Big Rock
area in Cherokee Park, including the apartment
complex beside the creek on Sherburn Lane be-
hind Mall St. Matthews, Tonini said.

He said he is “shocked” by the damage to trees
in the park that have been chewed or felled, appar-
ently by beavers, including ones the city has plant-
ed at taxpayers’ expense.

Ian contends that many trees — such as natu-
rally growing willows — are not damaged by bea-
vers and grow back fuller and healthier. He point-
ed out new sprouts on some trees and said the dam
raised the water level in the park’s wetlands and

madethemevenmoreappealingtobirdsandother
wildlife.

On a recent visit to the park with Tonini, Terry
Ridgeway,thecity’spublicworksdirector,saidthe
“lodge” was just a pile of sticks and other debris
cityworkershadstackeduponthebanknexttothe
dam over time. Ian contends it was being used by
beavers as a lodge and that lodges should be left
alone, because they cause no harm.

Also, pointing to a downed tree in Draut Park,
Ridgewaysaid,“there’snowaythattreeisgoingto
grow back.”

Don Burke of St. Matthews, who was walking
through the park, said he moved there eight years
ago and has noticed damage by beavers. “It’s a
shame,” he said. “They can really wreck the place.
I love them, but this place is too small for them.”

Tonini said city officials have no plans to take
anynewactionstocontrolthebeaversbutwillcon-
tinue to keep the culvert clear.

Ian didn’t see any beavers on his recent visit to
the park with his mother, Karen Boone, but said
they typically come out at dusk or later and that at
night he uses a powerful flashlight to see them. He
said he also has studied beavers at McNeely Lake
Park in southern Louisville and Eva Bandman
Park on River Road.

Ian wants to meet with Tonini at the park and
said he plans to come to a city council meeting to
talk about newer ways to ways to control beavers
— including installing a “beaver deceiver” struc-
ture at a cost of about $500 in front of the culvert
that would keep beavers away.

Reporter Martha Elson can be reached at (502) 582-
7061.

Beavers in Draut Park draw
attention to St. Matthews

A newly felled tree in Draut Park was gnawed by
beavers.DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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“BEAVER CREEK” FILM SERIES
The films may be viewed on YouTube by searching
for “Ian Timothy Beaver Creek episodes.”

MORE PHOTOS
For an online gallery, go to courier-journal.com/
bullitt


