
Washington seeks to contain damage
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WASHINGTON — U.S. officials were scrambling
Sunday to contain the damage caused when an
American soldier in Afghanistan wandered off base
and allegedly gunned down more than a dozen vil-
lagers.

President Barack Obama and Defense Secretary
Leon Panetta both called Afghan President Hamid
Karzai to express their condolences and vowed to
hold those responsible accountable. Afghan officials
reported that 16 people were killed including nine
children and three women.

“This incident is tragic and shocking, and does not
represent the exceptional character of our military
and the respect that the United States has for the peo-
ple of Afghanistan,” Obama said in a statement re-
leased by the White House.

Caitlin Hayden, a spokeswoman for the White
House National Security Council, said Obama called
Karzai shortly after meeting Sunday afternoon with
his top national security advisers.

Panetta said a full investigation already was under
way.

“A suspect is in custody, and I gave President
Karzai my assurances that we will bring those respon-
sible to justice,” he said.

A U.S. official said the suspect is a conventional
soldier from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash. He
was assigned to support a special operations unit of
either Green Berets or Navy SEALs engaged in a vil-
lage stability operation.

Such operations are among NATO’s best hopes
for transitioning out of Afghanistan. They pair special
operations troops with local villagers chosen by vil-
lage elders to become essentially a sanctioned, armed
neighborhood watch.

The official spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause the investigation is still ongoing.

Gen. John Allen, the top U.S. commander in Af-
ghanistan, issued a statement pledging a “rapid and
thorough investigation” into the shooting spree, and
said the soldier will remain in U.S. custody.

INTERNATIONAL PUSH TO
END SYRIA CRISIS STALLS AS
U.N.’S ANNAN FAILS TO STOP
VIOLENCE. An international
push to end Syria’s conflict
stalled Sunday as U.N. en-
voy Kofi Annan left Da-
mascus without a cease-fire
and President Bashar As-
sad’s forces pounded op-
position areas and clashed
with rebels throughout the
country.

Western and Arab pow-
ers are struggling for ways
to stem the bloodshed in
the year-old conflict while
both the regime and the
opposition reject dialogue.
Former U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan ap-
peared to make little
progress during two visits
with Assad during his first
trip to Syria as the joint
U.N.-Arab League envoy.

Annan was seeking an
immediate cease-fire to al-
low for humanitarian aid
and the start of a dialogue
between all parties on a
political solution. After
meeting with Assad on
Sunday, Annan said he
had presented steps to ease
the crisis, but gave no de-
tails.

“Once it’s agreed, it will
help launch the process
and help end the crisis on
the ground,” he told re-
porters. He called for “re-
forms that will create a
strong foundation for a
democratic Syria — a
peaceful, stable, pluralistic
and prosperous society,
based on the rule of law
and respect for human
rights.”

GOP HOPEFULS DIG IN BE-
FORE PIVOTAL CONTESTS IN
MISS., ALA.; POLLS SHOW
TIGHT 3-WAY BATTLE. Repub-
lican presidential hopeful
Rick Santorum on Sunday
nudged rival Newt Ging-
rich to step aside, arguing a
head-to-head contest be-
tween himself and Mitt
Romney should “occur
sooner rather than later.” A
defiant Gingrich predicted
victories in Tuesday’s pri-

maries in Alabama and
Mississippi and called
Romney the weakest Re-
publican front-runner in
nearly a century.

Santorum and Gingrich
were campaigning hard
two days before what has
become a potentially deci-
sive Southern showdown
for the GOP field.

Losing Alabama and
Mississippi would effec-
tively spell the end for
Gingrich, who has banked
his waning prospects on an
all-Southern strategy. The
former House speaker’s
lone primary wins have
been in South Carolina
and Georgia, a state he
represented in Congress
for 20 years.

A win for Romney in
Alabama, where polling
shows a tight contest be-
tween Romney, Gingrich
and Santorum, could all
but bring the GOP nomi-
nating contest to a close.
The former Massachusetts
governor has built a sub-
stantial delegate lead
against his rivals but has
failed so far to win a state

in the deep South, home to
the Republican Party’s
most conservative voters.

IF OBAMA’S HEALTH LAW
SURVIVES SUPREME COURT, IT
WILL TAKE NEARLY A DECADE
TO PUT INTO EFFECT. It took
only a year to set up
Medicare. But if President
Barack Obama’s health
care law survives Supreme
Court scrutiny, it will be
nearly a decade before all
its major pieces are in

place.
And that means even if

Obama is re-elected, he
won’t be in office to over-
see completion of his sig-
nature domestic policy ac-
complishment, assuming
Republicans don’t succeed
in repealing it.

The law’s carefully or-
chestrated phase-in is evi-
dence of what’s at stake in
the Supreme Court delib-
erations that start March
26. — AP
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 STUMPED! STUMPED!STUMPED!
T R I M M I N G ,  T O P P I N G ,  S T U M P  G R I N D I N G  &  M O R E .

4 5  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  •  L I C E N S E D  &  I N S U R E D

(270) 877-5121
Mac’s Mowing
& Tree Service

For all of your tree service 
needs, big or small call us at

(24 Hour Emergency Storm Service)

 DON’TT GET DON’TT GETDON’T GET

 Form Team of 4-5 Bowlers. Get Pledges. Reserve
 a Day & Time to Bowl. Show Up & Have Fun!

 On March 17 & 24th Visit Dix-E-town Lanes

 In Elizabethtown And Support Our Soldiers.
 Use this as a great team building activity for your company,

 while supporting those who have protected us.

 USA Cares is a national 501(c)3 that assists post-9/11 service members, 
 veterans, and their families with financial and advocacy support. 
 Proceeds from Stars & Strikes will benefit soldiers from the Ft. Knox 
 area in need of assistance for basic needs and PTSD/TBI treatment.  

 Event:  USA Cares “Stars & Strikes”

 When:  Saturday, March 17 & 24

 Times:  11 AM, 1 PM & 3 PM

 Cost:  $30 per bowler

 Cost includes:  Bowl 2 Games, Free Drinks,
 Free Pizza, Free USA Cares
 Sweatshirt & Door Prizes

 Where:  Dix-E-town Lanes in
 Elizabethtown

 Also Available:  Lane Sponsorship Cost: $100
 (Team not required to buy a lane sign)
 (Includes Company Name & Logo)

 This event brought to you by The News-Enterprise & The Gold Standard

 For information call: 270-352-5451 ext. 132

 Pledge online at www.usacares.org
 Sponsorship opportunities available.

JENS MEYER/The Associated Press

A TRIBUTE WREATHED IN FLAME
In this photo made Sunday with a long exposure, several thousand people with torches form a
human chain during the anniversary of Japan’s earthquake and nuclear disaster of Fukushima
one year ago, during an event to mark the anniversary in front of the pit ‘Konrad’ near
Salzgitter, Germany. Pit ‘Konrad’ is a former iron ore mine proposed as a deep geological
repository for medium- and low level radioactive waste.
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