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card reading
BY steve BeckeR

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ K J 4
♥ 9 8 4
♦ 8 7 5 2
♣ J 5 3

WEST	 EAST 
♠ Q 6 ♠ A 10 9 8 7 5 3 2
♥ 10 3 ♥ --
♦ K Q 10 6 3 ♦ A J 9
♣ K 10 8 6 ♣ 7 4

SOUTH
♠ --
♥ A K Q J 7 6 5 2
♦ 4
♣ A Q 9 2

The bidding:
North	 East	 South	 West
Pass 4 ♠ 5 ♥ 5 ♠
Pass Pass 6 ♥ Dble

Opening lead -- queen of 
spades.

You sometimes get a 
lucky break when you're 
declarer, and when this 
occurs, you should try to 

take full advantage of it. 
Take this deal where West 
leads the queen of spades 
against six hearts doubled. 
When you play the king from 
dummy, East plays the ace, 
which you ruff.

You might think that this 
is your lucky day because, 
with a diamond or trump 
lead, you would have had 
virtually no chance for the 
slam. But West led a spade, 
and now you have a shot to 
make the contract.

So you cash the A-K of 
trumps, enter dummy with 
a trump and discard your 
diamond loser on the jack 
of spades. Next you ruff 
dummy's last spade before 
leading two more rounds 
of trumps to produce this 
position:

North
♦ 8 7 
♣ J 5 3

West	 East
♦ K ♦ A J 9
♣ K 10 8 6 ♣ 7 4

South
♥ 7
♣ A Q 9 2

You now make the key 
play of a low club to dummy's 
jack, which wins. Then -- 
backing your judgment that 
West has been hanging on 
grimly to four clubs to the 
K-10 -- you lead a diamond 
from dummy. When East 
goes up with the ace -- which 
you ruff as West's king falls -
- you get further assurance 
that you have analyzed the 
situation correctly.

Accordingly, you next 
lead the queen of clubs, 
forcing West to win with the 
king and return a club from 
his 10-8 into your A-9, and 
the slam is home.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Pisces and a Moon in 
Aquarius.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Sunday,	March	18,	2012:

This year a lot goes on 
behind closed doors. The 
less said, the better. You 
often seem to be coming 
from out of left field with 
others as you become 
spontaneous. Be careful 
when handling funds. You 
could suddenly win a large 
amount of money or lose the 
same just as easily. If you 
are single, check out anyone 
you meet with care. Do not 
assume that someone is the 
person he or she claims to be. 
Date awhile before making 
commitments. If you are 
attached, spend more time 
alone as a couple. Stoke the 
embers of love. AQUARIUS 
understands you better than 
maybe even you do.

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-

April 19) ★★★★ You are a 
friend above all else right 
now. You see a situation far 
differently because of your 
willingness to respond and 
act. Encourage a friend to 
be proactive, too. He or she 
will appreciate your caring. 
Tonight: Just don't be alone.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20)  ★★★★ Touch base with a 
parent or older relative. Your 
ability to relate to this person 
comes out. Your optimism is 
contagious and causes his or 
her mood to change rapidly. 
Curb a tendency to overeat 
or overindulge in some form. 
Tonight: Up late.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) ★★★★★ Reach out for 
someone at a distance. Your 
instincts pay off as he or 
she guides you in making 
plans. You know what to do 
and when. You are on cruise 
control. If you don't want 
to negotiate, don't. Tonight: 
Surround yourself with 
music.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Make time for a meal 
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The Family Circus

and a fun afternoon with 
a partner, even if he or she 
lives with you. Dedicating 
time just for the two of you 
keeps your bond close. You 
could hear surprising news 
about someone you look up 
to. Tonight: Continue the 
theme.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) ★★★★ You might 
understand a lot more if 
you were more receptive 
and used your listening 
skills. What you hear could 
knock your socks off. Take 
off for a drive and visit with 
a dear friend. Grab a map, 
as you easily could get lost 
right now. Tonight: Go with 
someone else's idea.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Your vision of what 
you can accomplish might 
be a lot different from reality. 
Ultimately, making time for 
friends and loved ones is far 
more important. Remember 
that if you get frustrated or 
overwhelmed. Tonight: Easy 
works.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Make time for a 
loved one or partner. A child 
also might want to put in his 
or her request for more of 
your time. This desire might 
come through as disruptive 
behavior. Read between the 
lines, and you can juggle 
it all. Tonight: Opt for 
something fun.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ How you handle 
a personal matter and the 
decisions you make could 
change. Sudden news puts 
a different perspective on 
your initial plans. Though 
you tend to hold on to a 
situation or an idea with 
determination, you might 
want to let go. Give up 
rigidity. Tonight: Order in.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21) ★★★★★ Stop 
standing on ceremony. Pick 
up the phone and make the 
call you have been wanting 
to. Planning time with a 
special friend feels good 
and adds a special tone to 
your day. A child or loved 
one could be unpredictable. 
Tonight: Catch up on email 
and calls.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★ Honor your 
own sensitivity. You cannot 
keep giving and giving like 
you have been. A personal 
matter earmarks your 
decisions. You discover 
quicksand where you 
thought there was rock. 
Tonight: Make it easy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) ★★★★ Your energy and 
charisma are great, yet they 
could cause a problem if 
a friend or loved one feels 
the need to keep up with 
you. You could end up in 
a volatile situation when 
you least expect it. Tonight: 
What you want.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★ Indulge yourself, 
and know when you need to 
take a break or do something 
in a totally different way. Put 
yourself first. You cannot 
keep giving in this way. 
Tonight: Get a good night's 
sleep.

BORN TODAY
Actress Queen Latifah 

(1970), novelist John Updike 
(1932), singer Adam Levine 
(1979)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.
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