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Jennie Nunn Penn has 
broken her silence about her 
brother Steve Nunn, who 
murdered Amanda Ross in 
2009, and the manner in 
which their family was de-
picted on a network TV pro-
gram.

“I feel I have no other 
choice but to refute some of 
the myths and half-truths 
that were presented on the 
national television show,” 
said Penn. As the daughter 

of former governor Louie 
Nunn, she has declined in-
terviews on her brother’s 
troubles.

ABC’s “20/20” aired “Re-
venge for Real, Politician 
Kills Fiancée” on Wednes-
day, using images, referenc-
es to horse farms and pho-
tographs to portray a lavish 
lifestyle. 

Reporters interviewed 
Amanda Ross’ mother, Ross’ 
friends and people who 
claimed first-hand knowl-
edge of the Nunn family. It 

was hosted by Chris Cuomo 
and fi lmed in Kentucky.

Louie Nunn, the father 
of Steve Nunn and Jennie 
Nunn Penn, was governor 
from 1967 to 1971. Louie 
Nunn died in 2004. Steve 
Nunn pleaded guilty to fa-
tally shooting Ross outside 
her Lexington condomini-
um and is serving a life sen-
tence for murder.

 The investigative news 
show traced the causes 
of Steve Nunn’s actions. 
Ross had a restraining or-
der against Nunn after he 

physically abused her and 
was granted an Emergency 
Protective Order after she  
claimed he was stalking 
her. 

That EPO cost Nunn his 
job as deputy secretary for 
the Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services in Frank-
fort.

With the EPO forcing his 
job loss, Nunn fixated on 
Ross as the reason for his 
tarnished reputation and 
any hope for a successful 
life, the TV show claimed. 
Through interviews, it also 

showed that he had taken 
on the persona of his father, 
even going as far as to wear 
his clothes.

 To illustrate Nunn’s mo-
tives, there were interviews 
to show that he became es-
tranged from his overbear-
ing father and cited opin-
ions that the former gov-
ernor had been abusive to-
ward his son and pressured 
him to pursue a political ca-
reer as he had. 

It also traced the recon-
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A Detroit man will wait 
until September to be tried 
for a Franklin County mur-
der.

Marquis Sims, 38, faces 
a murder 
charge for 
a l legedly 
shoot i ng 
4 0 -y e a r-
old Obie 
M u r p h y, 
of Shelby 
County, at 
176 This-
t l e w o o d 
Ave. Sept. 
13, 2010, 
after a deal for prescription 
pills went wrong.

The trial was scheduled 
to begin this week, but Sims’ 
attorney Ted Shouse has re-
quested additional time from 
Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip 
Shepherd to review the case. 

Police found Murphy out-
side the apartment building 
with a gunshot to the abdo-
men. He told them a black 
man wearing a black shirt 
and black pants shot him 
with a chrome pistol and ran 
toward Juniper Hill Apart-
ments,  records show. He died 
later at University of Ken-
tucky Chandler Hospital.

Sims became a suspect 
after police found his DNA 
on a discarded doo-rag col-
lected at the scene, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland said after he was 
arraigned Aug. 13, 2011. Offi -
cers used the Combined DNA 
Index System, a national law 
enforcement database for 
genetic profi les of felons, to 
match Sims’ DNA, he added.

Sims was arrested Dec. 30, 
2011, in Laurel County. Dur-
ing a recent hearing, Shouse 
said Sims was arrested hours 
before he planned to turn 
himself over to authorities. 

Sims’ alleged partner, 
Frank Witkowski, 45, also 
of Detroit, is still on the lam 
after pleading guilty March 
31, 2011, to assault under 
extreme emotional distur-
bance for shooting another 
man, Greg Bell,  in the apart-
ment in the leg during the in-
cident. He faces fi ve years in 
prison.

Sims is held on $200,000 
bond at Franklin County Re-
gional Jail, according to the 
jail’s website.
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Charles Mauer, left, Burnett Napier, Charles Hinds, and James Wolcott of VFW Post 4075 Honor 
Guard of Frankfort are all World War II veterans serving in the honor guard and participating in 
hundreds of funeral services over the years.

Above left, members of the Honor Guard gather before the start of a funeral at Frankfort 
Cemetery. Below left, bugler Vincent LaFontaine performs taps during the service.
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When the phone rings 
at the Frankfort Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post on 
Second Street, 85-year-old 
Charlie Mauer answers it.

On the other end is not 
a question about the day’s 
soups or the next bingo 
night, but a request for the 
VFW Post 4075 Honor Guard 
to pay fi nal respects to a fel-
low veteran. 

It’s a call Mauer, Hon-
or Guard commander, has 

been answering for years, 
and he’s honored to take it.

K.B. Johns, Ralph Spoon-
er, Bill Hampton and Mau-
er – the only living original 
member – founded the fi rst 
VFW Post 4075 Color Guard 
in the early 1950s.

Within the next decade 
they were able to support 
a full Honor Guard, which 
takes at least 11 members: 
two fl ag folders, seven rifl e-
men, one bugler and one 
leader.

Four of the current mem-

bers are World War II vet-
erans, and the rest served 
in Vietnam, Korea, Desert 
Storm and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. They are from 
different generations, but 
the men say they share the 
same respect for each other.

“We’ve got a good bunch 
of guys,” Mauer said.

Mauer, a World War II vet-
eran, says serving the com-
munity and paying trib-
ute to Frankfort veterans is 
something he’s glad to do. 
And because he grew up in 

Frankfort, he knows many 
of those who’ve died, which 
makes the job more impor-
tant to him. 

Several days after the call 
comes in, Mauer arrives at 
the post ready to greet the 
other members and prepare 
the equipment.

“We don’t get paid,” says 
World War II veteran Jim 
Wolcott, “other than a free 
lunch and a beer.”

The men arrive wearing 
dark blue uniforms deco-
rated with gold cords, white 

gloves and polished black 
shoes.

They shuff le into the 
game room of the VFW 
where the rifl es are stored 
in a locked cabinet.

After they are prepared 
to leave for the funeral ser-
vice, the group stands in the 
doorway teasing each other 
about their weight and ask-
ing the kitchen crew what’s 
for lunch.

There’s no need for prac-

See VETS, A8
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