
n 1974, Patrick Rummer-
field was given 72 hours to
live after being involved in a

car crash that caused
numerous injuries, includ-

ing paralysis from the neck down.
Not only did Rummerfield sur-

vive, his recovery far exceeded
the expectations of many, as years
of intensive physical rehabilita-
tion enabled him to regain nearly
complete mobility.

On Wednesday, Rummerfield,
now 58, visited the General
Motors Bowling Green Assembly
Plant to talk to employees there
about his story, and got to work on
the assembly line helping put
together Corvettes.

Walking somewhat off-kilter
because of lingering nerve dam-
age in one of his legs, Rummer-
field worked the line Wednesday
morning, placing the hoods on
each Corvette, doing something
he said he had dreamed about for
years.

The upbeat Rummerfield com-
pared the experience on the line to
being one of “Santa’s little
helpers.”

“This is a lot harder than it
looks,” Rummerfield said. “There
are a lot of different steps you
have to remember just to fit the
hood down on the car.”

Rummerfield now works for
the International Center for Spinal
Cord Injury at the Kennedy
Krieger Institute in Maryland as
the patient/community relations
liaison.

Dedicating himself to improv-

ing the lives of others with spinal
cord injuries, Rummerfield has
helped establish nonprofit organi-
zations NextSteps Foundation and
Adventures on Wheels.

“His story is the story about
holding on to your dreams and
realizing your dreams,” Plant
Manager Dave Tatman said.

Rummerfield travels extensive-
ly, giving lectures on accident pre-
vention and safety issues and
delivering motivational speeches.

“My goal is to raise $10 million
for paralysis research,” Rummer-
field said.

Patrick
Rummerfield, who
recovered from
being paralyzed
in a 1974 car
accident, installs
hoods with
Kathy Hagood
of Bowling Green
during a visit
Wednesday
to the General
Motors
Bowling Green
Assembly Plant.
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Before receiving one of the most
prestigious awards for public service,
Felicia Bland only wanted to talk about
an upcoming youth conference and a
local youth dance team. 

Both have touched the lives of young
people and Bland, of Bowling Green,
plays big roles in both programs. 

“Not everybody likes to sing,” Bland

said, reflecting on the dance team she
founded. “But music is the universal
message.”

Bland was one of four recipients
today of the 2012 South Central Ken-
tucky Jefferson Awards, which recog-
nize members of the community for
their extensive volunteerism. 

In the United States, volunteering is
worth about $21.79 an hour. In 2010,
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FRANKFORT — Democratic Gov.
Steve Beshear signed off on a $4.5 billion
road construction plan Wednesday after
using his line-item veto power to remove
nearly $50 million in projects slated for a
largely rural district represented by his
chief Republican rival, Senate President
David Williams.

The action triggered sharp exchanges
between the two men, who faced each
other last year in a gubernatorial elec-
tion, but it also paved the way for a spe-
cial legislative session to conclude this
week.

“Our review of the road plan legislation
over the last few days revealed that Sena-
tor Williams took extraordinary steps to
enrich his district at the expense of other

priority projects in the state,” Beshear said
in a statement.

Williams told reporters that isn’t true.
“I think he’s allowed his personal anger

and vitriolic comments to go beyond the
bounds of normal reason in this thing,”
Williams said of Beshear. 

Williams said Beshear’s action on the
road plan cleared the way for lawmakers
to pass a transportation budget this week
and wrap up a special legislative session
that is costing taxpayers more than

$60,000 a day. Williams said the special
session is now on pace to conclude Friday.

Vetoed by the governor were 10 pro-
jects in Williams’ district ranging in cost
from $777,000 to $11.5 million.

Beshear has aimed sharp criticism at
Williams in recent days, charging that his
unwillingness to pass a transportation
budget in the closing days of a regular ses-
sion that ended last week led to the special
session that has cost $180,000 so far.

Road plan signed; session expected to end Friday
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The developer behind a proposed apart-
ment complex on Smallhouse Road has
decided to withdraw an application for
rezoning that would have been heard at a
City-County Planning Commission meet-
ing tonight.

Tim Poston, the project developer, said
that after hearing feedback from property
owners near the proposed development at a
community meeting
last week, he decid-
ed to take another
look at the project.

“I am really try-
ing to look at
everything and
take those con-
cerns into consid-
eration,” he said.

The application
called for rezoning
about 8.5 acres at
2922 Smallhouse
Road from single-
family residential to
multifamily resi-
dential use.

The property is about 323 feet from
Cave Mill Road.

The rezoning was needed for the con-
struction of a six-building apartment com-
plex with no more than 160 residential
units and would have required a realign-
ment of Smallhouse Road at Cave Mill
Road to deal with heavy traffic.

At the meeting, people expressed con-
cerns about the effect the development
would have on traffic, property values and
pedestrian safety in the area, in addition to
other concerns.

The planning commission meeting
came too close to the community meet-
ing to move forward as planned, Poston
said.

He said there’s a possibility he will
resubmit the proposal after re-evaluating
the project and considering the concerns
of potential neighbors.

“Right now, I don’t know what I’m
going to do,” Poston said.

Any application would not be consid-
ered before June because of application
deadlines for the planning commission.
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