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Death takes
Gish

Florida
Funeral services for Ben F. Gish,

67, were conducted Nov. 15 at the
Neon Methodist Church by the
Rev. Robert Hart, the Rev. Mor-

ton Hamblin and the Rev. Charles
Hansel.

Burial was in Green Acres Cem-
etery at Whitesburg.

Mr. Gish died unexpectedly of
a heart attack at 4 p. m. Nov. 11
at a hospital in Daytona Beach,
Fla.

He had served as mine superin-
tendent of South East Coal Com-

pany mines at Seco, Millstone
and Polly for the past 44 years,
until he retired six weeks ago.

He and his wife, Mrs. Lucille
Thomas Gish, had moved to
Florida three weeks ago. They
had been residents of Haymond
for several years before that.

Mr. Gish was a pioneer figure
in the mining industry in Eastern
Kentucky and planned and super-
vised the mechanization of mines
for his firm, which was one of
the first in the nation to install
modem mining machinery.

A native of Muhlenberg Coun
ty, he came to Letcher County
in 1917 with the development of
Elkhorn Coal Corporation mines
at Haymond and Fleming.. He
joined South East two years la-

ter.
During the ensuing years he

built up an industry-wid- e repu-

tation in the field of mine safe-

ty and for
records.

He was the first in the coal in-

dustry to use roof-bolti- ng to seal
together rock strata and prevent
roof falls. He conceived the idea
of roof bolting to meet a specific

. problem in the early 1920's in the
mine at Seco. The practice of
roof, bolting did not catch hold in
the coal industry but was picked
up by ore mines in the west, where
it was perfected and later adopted
by the coal industry, making pos-

sible all the ensuing mechaniza-
tion of coal mines.

He also was the developer of a
vacuum -- cleaner technique to
remove dust particles caused by
drilling as a preventive against
mine explosions and silicosis.

His last major activity for South
East was to design a plan for coal

(Continued on Page 10)

Caudill
at home

Funeral services for Hiram
Simpson Caudill, 92, were con-
ducted at his home on Little
Cowan Nov. 10 by Elders Bert
H. Banks, John H. Polly, Ber-

nard Banks and Caleb Creech.
Burial was in the family cem-

etery on Little Cowan.
Mr. Caudill died Nov. 7 after

a long illness.
He was a member of a pioneer

Letcher County family. His life
and that of his father, Isham Cau-
dill, spanned the entire history
of the United States from the
treaty with England in 1783 which
marked the end of the Revolution-
ary War. The father lived to the
age of 105.

Mr. Caudill never moved his
home away from the farm where
he was bnm. He inherited, the

"(Continued on Page 10)

PAPER
Publication of this week's Moun-

tain was delayed because of
the death of Ben F. 'Gish father of
Mountain Eagle editor Tom Gish.

The Kennedy Administration trus week proposed two programs
involving Eastern a short-ran- ge program of emer-
gency relief, the other a long-ran- ge program of economic

But both programs appeared to have some major hurdles to cross
before they can go into effect.

Details of the long-ran- ge program, recommended by the Pres-
ident's Appalachian Regional Commission, were outlined to Eas-

tern Kentucky leaders Tuesday afternoon at Lexington by Under-
secretary of Commerce Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. , chairman of
the PARC.

The relief program was announced late Wednesday after a con-

ference in Washington' attended by President Kennedy, Roosevelt,
Gov. Bert T. Combs, Sen. John Sherman Cooper, Rep. Carl D.
Perkins, and other federal officials.
(Reliable sources in Washington said the relief program, designed

specifically to keep people in Eastern Kentucky alive through the
winter, was a direct result of a story by Homer Bigart carried a
few weeks ago in The New York Times. A hush-hu- sh conference
was held at the White House shortly after the article appeared,
and the relief program grew from mat conference. The Bigart
article, which was reprinted in The Mountain Eagle, described
conditions in Eastern Kentucky.)

A White House spokesman cautioned against too much optimism
concerning proposals for the Appalachian area. The PARC pro-

posals still are not final and still have not been presented to the
President; many of them will require approval,
which may be hard to get. Even the emergency relief program
has already run into trouble; Kennedy asked Congress to approve
$45, 000, 000 for public works projects to create some jobs in Eas-

tern Kentucky and other depressed areas. The House
Committee has refused, although there is still a chance that

the money may be restored to the bill either on the
House floor or in the Senate.

The emergency relief program is designed :o go into about 20
Kentucky counties with median family incomes of S2, 0D0 or
less. Letcher County, with a median family income of $1, 705,
will be included.

In addition to the public works projects which Congress turned
aside, the relief program includes several other projects which
can be under existing budgets of existing federal
programs:

Federal medical teams will be sent into the area to help per-

sons afflicted with tuberculosis and parasitic diseases, such as
intestinal worms, and to provide dental care for persons unable
to afford it.

Schools will receive surplus stoves and extra lunchroom rations
so that every child, no matter how poor, may have milk and a
hot lunch daily.

(The Upper Kentucky River Area Development Association re-

cently wrote Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman and asked
him to expand the lunch program so that it would be available
in the poorer areas which it does not now serve and to consider
establishment of a school breakfast program for children from
homes where the food supply is limited. )

Grants will be made for nousing repairs in rural areas so that
substandard homes maybe repaired. (Sixty-thre- e per cent of
the homes in Letcher County are substandard by federal hous-

ing standards.)
President Kennedy said the entire relief effort is intended to

"enable those reruiring assistance to have adequate food, shel-

ter, and medical attention during the difficult months of the
winter season nearly upon us. "

He said he hopes many national service as well
as voluntary agencies and private individuals will assist in this
vital and humanitarian undertaking. " (There is little organized
charity in Eastern Kentucky now, and almost no emergency re-

lief.)
Frankl'n D. Roosevelt Jr. , designated by the President to co-

ordinate the relief effort, said he would set up an office in Eas-

tern Kentucky and would send one of his assistants, James Adler,
to direct it. He did not indicate where the office would be lo
cated.

Officials emphasized that the emergency program is in no way
a substitute for the longer range program outlined at Lexington
by Roosevelt.

The long-ran- ge program is based on proposals in four
human resources, physical rcources and water.

There appears to be some hope tliat Eastern Kentucky will be
chosen as pilot area for the program proposed by the President's

Regional Commission. . That is, the programs would
be tried out in Eastern Kentucky before being extended into other
states.

Roosevelt made some comments indicating that money might
come to Eastern Kentucky first, and Gov. Bert T. Combs asked
that Kentuckv be considered as the pilot state.

Roosevelt referred to the "abinal poverty" in natcm Kentucky
and said there is no other area'in the United State- - which is in a'
bad shape, according to Mati-iic- studies.

He emphasized that the proposal? which he ;md his taff outlined
are still only tentative and have not yet received final approval of
the regional commission.

The PARC's tentative for the entire Appa-
lachian area include:

1. Accelerate the construction of the present Interstate High-
way system in Appalachia.

2. Authorize a system of highways comprising:
a. 2, 150 miles of long distance or intercity route? to

into and through the area by upgrading
existing roa'ds and by construction of new sections where
necessary;

b. 500 miles of short access routes to specific facilities
such as recreation, industry and water resources.

3. this development program with the present
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ABC and Interstate Highway Programs and with all other phases
of overall regional development.

4. Implement this highway development program by more
fully utilizing the established procedures of the federal-ai- d

highway program.
5. Extend the Blue Ridge Parkway 190 miles to the vicinity

of Atlanta and develop 295 miles of the Allegheny Parkway in
West Virginia, with immediate development of those sections
which will provide recreation links with the developmental
highway system.
PHYSICAL RESOURCES: .

A. Coal
1. Encourage and support industry and government actions

to expand U. S. coal exports.
2. Sponsor, conduct and accelerate coal demonstration

and coal research activities, including those designed
to find new uses for coal, to reduce the formation and
discharge of acid from strip and underground mining
operations, td rehabilitate strip-min- ed areas, and to
prevent and control surface subsidence due to under-
ground mining.

B. Timber
1. Aid the formation of timber manufacturing complexes

by private interests through provision of technical as-

sistance.
2. Encourage the development of commercial forests and

the conservation of this natural resource through district
development units, tJmberlands development corpora-
tions, cooperatives, soil conservation districts or ar-

rangements with individuals, by participating (up to 50
per cent) in the equity of such undertakings, if neces-
sary, in order to initiate such development.

3. Institute a program of accelerated reforestation and
timberland improvement, including access road build- -

- ing, for depleted woodlands whose condition deters
other development efforts because it causes erosion and
similar problems.

4. Seek to enlarge the National and State Forest Reserves
by the acouisition of lands which, if not placed under
such ownership, would continue to deteriorate.

C. Agriculture
1. An accelerated regional pasture improvement program

involving 9. 5 million acres should he implemented
over a five-ye- ar period. This program would be f-

inanced through cost-shari- ng for a maximum of 25
acres per farm, with the federal share fixed at 80 per
cent, on the pattern of the existing Agricultural Con-

servation Program. Short-ter- m, moderate interest
loans would be available through the Department of
Agriculture to convert or improve the remaining acre-
age above 25 acres. This program, if carried out ef-

fectively, should return to the farmers in the region
an additional gross income of approximately $690
million dollars over the five-ye- ar period, and a con-

tinuing gross income of approximately $230 million
annually.

2. A Plant Materials Center should be established to se-

lect and test plants best suited for pasture development
and soil conservation in the region.

WATER RESOURCES:
1. A comprehensive attack upon the problems and potential of

Appalachian water .... if with other public and
private development programs, can contribute substantially to

growth. Programs to achieve these ends have long been
under way in Appalachia under direction of the Corps of Engineers,
TVA, the Department of Agriculture, and the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare. But their acceleration is essentiaL
These programs should be continued and acceleratedtheir plan-
ning and execution, to the degree possible, should be
with the other development programs being carried ouf in the re-

gion.
a. The Soil Conservation Service of the Department of

Agriculture, in addition to maintaining project activ-
ity in the 44 Watershed Protection projects in operas
tion, could initiate 19 new projects. This is 9 more
than would be anticipated under the present rate of
project activity.

b. The Corps of Engineers could continue and accelerate
work of 3 studies, advance engineering and design on
4 projects, and construction on 18 major projects.
The Corps could initiate 7 studies, advance engineer-
ing and design o" 16 projects and construction on 13
major projects. In addition, work could be initiated
and completed on 20 small projects.

HUMAN RESOURCES:
1. Supplemental grants will be recuested to provide the region

with more funds to expand vocational, adult and literacy educa-
tion. These funds will be used to develop special instructional
materials, and teacher training programs in these fields, and for
the construction of area training centers.

2. Even more hasic to sound public welfare, the states should
be provided the assistance necessary to take full advantage of the
Community Work and Training Program for unemployed persons
and the Aid to Families with Dependent Children program.

3. Model area-wi- de health programs should be initiated in
multi-coun- ty demonstration areas with reference to both need
and promise. Such demonstrations should include the construc-
tion and operation of regional and mobile medical facilities,
the hiring and training of personnel, the treatment of water and
sewage and pest controL

4. Additional funds for the repair, improvement and con-

struction of housing should be provided. Further use should he
made of grant programs which are available to persons who could
not otherwise afford repairs and limited improvements such as a
pure water supply or decent roofing.


