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Bruce Weber knows
that Kansas State fans
may not accept him right
away. That much became
clear when a small rally
for another coaching can-
didate turned into a pro-
test of his hiring.

The former Illinois
coach doesn’t have a prob-
lem with that, though. We-
ber is up for any challenge
that’s presented to him.

The former Illinois
coach was hired by Kan-
sas State on Saturday to
replace Frank Martin,
whose departure for
South Carolina earlier in
the week sent shock
waves through the pro-
gram. The school moved
quickly on the hiring,
reaching out to Weber in
the last few days and final-
izing a deal late Friday.

Weber agreed to a five-
year, $8.5 million contract
that will pay him $1.5 mil-
lion next season and an ad-
ditional $100,000 each re-
maining year. There are
also several benefits.

“It’s been a whirlwind,
to be honest. Just a few
hours ago I was in New Or-
leans thinking I was going
to have gumbo,” said We-
ber, who was attending the
Final Four before hopping
on a plane with Kansas
State athletic director
John Currie and heading
to Kansas on Saturday.

Weber was greeted at
Bramlage Coliseum by a
small group of fans who
had been planning to sup-
port another candidate
and who were displeased
with the hiring of a coach
recently fired by Illinois.

Weber was let go after
compiling a 210-101record
over nine seasons, which
included six trips to the
NCAA tournament and a
national runner-up finish
in 2005. The Illini went 17-
15 and 6-12 in the Big Ten
this season, prompting the
administration to let We-
ber go with three years
left on his contract.

“I’ll be honest: We had a
young team, six fresh-
men, one returning start-
er,” Weber said. “The dis-
appointment of a lot of
close losses took a toll. It
happens.”

Baylor duo sweeps
AP awards

Whether emphatically
blocking shots or throw-
ing down dunks on the oth-
er the end of the floor,
Brittney Griner has been
the most dominant player
in women’s basketball this
season.

The 6-foot-8 junior phe-
nom has led Baylor to a

perfect record, and the
Lady Bears stand two
wins away from becoming
the first team in NCAA
history to win 40 games in
a season. Now she is The
Associated Press Player
of the Year. Her coach
Kim Mulkey completed a
Baylor sweep of the
awards, being selected
Coach of the Year.

The two-time All-
American got 36 of the
votes from the 40-mem-
ber national media panel
that selects the weekly
Top 25. Delaware’s Elena
Delle Donne received two
votes while Notre Dame’s
Skylar Diggins and Stan-
ford’s Nnemkadi Ogwu-
mike got the other ones.

Mulkey, who won the
award for the first time,
received 19 votes. Tina
Martin of Delaware was
second with 14.

Cowgirls end tragic
season with triumph

As Tiffany Bias
climbed a ladder to cut
down the net after Oklaho-
ma State’s WNIT champi-
onship, coach Jim Littell
instructed her to take it all
down except one last
string.

At the end of a season
marked by the deaths of
head coach Kurt Budke
and three others in a No-
vember plane crash, he
wanted someone special
to share in the triumph.

Budke’s widow, Shel-

ley, climbed up to do the
last snip.

“I have never been
more proud of a group of
young ladies than I have
this group,” said Littell,
Budke’s former top assis-
tant who took over after
the crash.

“They set the goal in
November to pay honor,
and I promise you they
paid honor today and in
this tournament.”

Toni Young scored 25
points, Tiffany Bias had17
points and 11 assists and
Oklahoma State beat
James Madison 75-68 on
Saturday to win the pro-
gram’s first WNIT cham-
pionship.

Liz Donohoe had her
fifth straight double-dou-
ble with 14 points and 11
rebounds, and the Cow-
girls (22-12) made it
through the tournament
without trailing in the sec-
ond half despite a late
charge by the Dukes.

Oklahoma State lost
Budke and assistant Mi-
randa Serna in a Nov. 17
plane crash that also
killed pilot Olin Branstet-
ter and his wife, Paula.

“I think they’re always
on our mind, always in the
back of our head, just al-
ways being there,” Bias
said. “I think they were
really watching us today.
It showed out there on the
floor. I think they were
both on our minds the
whole time.”
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Kansas State President Kirk Schulz helps new coach
Bruce Weber into a purple jacket Saturday. BO RADER/AP

Shelley Budke, the widow of former Oklahoma State
coach Kurt Budke, hugs guard Tiffany Bias following
OSU’s win in the WNIT championship game. SUE

OGROCKI/AP
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NEW ORLEANS — Same
story, new night for Kan-
sas. The team that’s been
teetering on the edge of
the tournament since be-
fore it even began is now
one of the last two left.

Tyshawn Taylor made
two late free throws, and
Thomas Robinson had 19
points and eight rebounds
to lift the Jayhawks to a
come-from-behind 64-62
victory over Ohio State in
the Final Four on Saturday
night — a game Kansas led
for a grand total of 3 min-
utes, 48 seconds.

After scoring the first
bucket, Kansas fell behind
by as many as 13 and didn’t
lead again until Travis Re-
leford made two free
throws with 2:48 left. That
lasted for 11 seconds, but
the Jayhawks (32-6) over-
came another deficit and
finally held on against the
Buckeyes (31-8).

Taylor’s two free
throws with 8.3 seconds
left gave Kansas a 64-61
lead, matching its biggest
of the game. The Jay-
hawks intentionally fouled
Aaron Craft with 2.9 sec-
onds left to prevent a tying
3-pointer. He made the
first free throw, then
quickly clanked the sec-
ond one off the front of the
rim but was called for a
lane violation for trying to
dash in for the rebound.

Kansas threw an in-
bounds pass and dribbled
out the clock as the Buck-
eyes looked on in confu-
sion.

“It was two different
games,” Kansas coach Bill
Self said. “They dominat-
ed us the first half. We
were playing in quicksand,
it looked like. And the light
came on. We were able to
play through our bigs, we
were able to get out and
run, but the biggest thing
is we got stops.”

Early in the season Self
wondered if this team was
even tournament material.
The Jayhawks trailed
most of the night against
Purdue in the regional

semifinals and were no
better than North Carolina
for most of the next game.

One win. Then another.
This latest one came on the
biggest stage — in the Mer-
cedes-Benz Superdome.
Next comes Monday’s fi-
nal against Kentucky and a
chance to bring the second
title in five years back to
Allen Fieldhouse.

The game will be a
coaching rematch be-
tween Self and John Cali-
pari, who was coaching
Memphis in 2008 when the
Tigers missed four free
throws down the stretch
and blew a nine-point lead

in an overtime loss to the
Jayhawks.

“It would be a great
honor” to win, said senior
Conner Teahan, who could
become the first Kansas
player to win two rings.
“First we have to make it
happen. Honestly, it’s not
something I’ve focused
on.”

This was a heartbreak-
er for the Buckeyes, who
came in as Big Ten co-
champions and slight fa-
vorites in the game — a re-
match of a 78-67 Kansas
victory back in December
when Ohio State star Jared
Sullinger was not avail-
able.

Sullinger was there Sat-
urday night, but he strug-
gled. He finished with 11
points on 5-for-19 shooting,
no fewer than three of
them blocked by Jeff With-
ey, the Kansas center who
finished with seven swats.
Sullinger also had 11 re-
bounds and a steal, but the
sophomore who gave up
NBA lottery money to re-
turn for a championship
will go without for at least
another year.

When the buzzer sound-
ed, he plopped at mid-
court, clearly pooped —
and maybe wondering how
his team let this game slip
away.

Releford finished with
15 points and six rebounds
for the Jayhawks. Elijah
Johnson had 13 points and
10 boards, and Taylor fin-
ished with 10 points and
nine assists — not bad con-
sidering the time Craft
spent nearly inside his jer-
sey much of the night.

Travis Releford celebrates Kansas’ come-from-behind victory to earn a date with Kentucky
for the national championship on Monday night. DERICK E. HINGLE/US PRESSWIRE

GAME 2: KANSAS 64, OHIO STATE 62

Jayhawks ahead
when it counts

Ohio State coach Thad Matta had a stern word with an
official in the second half. DAVID J. PHILIP/ASSOCIATED PRESS

OHIO STATE 62
Player min fgfga ft fta rb to a pf tp
Sullinger 39 5 19 3 4 11 2 2 3 13
Thomas 23 3 14 2 2 4 1 1 4 9
Craft 40 4 11 1 1 0 2 3 2 11
Smith Jr. 34 2 5 4 4 4 2 2 1 10
Buford 35 6 10 4 4 7 3 1 3 19
Thomp-
son

12 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 0

Williams 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Ravenel 14 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 3 0
Team
Totals 200 20 59 14 15 30 12 11 17 62

KANSAS 64
Player min fgfga ft fta rb to a pf tp
Robinson 35 8 18 3 6 8 2 0 1 19
Releford 38 5 7 4 4 6 0 1 1 15
Withey 34 2 4 0 0 8 4 0 2 4
Taylor 37 3 11 4 4 3 5 9 1 10
Johnson 28 6 9 0 0 10 4 1 4 13
Teahan 17 1 5 0 0 1 0 2 2 3
Young 11 0 2 0 0 5 2 1 4 0
Team 1
Totals 200 25 56 11 14 42 17 14 15 64

Halftime — Ohio State 34-25.
3-point goals — Ohio State 8-22 (Sullinger

0-2, Thomas 1-7, Craft 2-3, Smith Jr. 2-5, Buford
3-5), Kansas 3-11 (Releford 1-1, Taylor 0-3, Johnson
1-3, Teahan 1-4).

Shooting percentage — Ohio State 33.9,
Kansas 44.6.

Steals — Ohio State 7 (Sullinger 1, Craft 3,
Smith Jr. 1, Buford 1, Williams 1), Kansas 5 (Rob-
inson 1, Releford 2, Withey 1, Taylor 1).

Blocked shots — Ohio State 7 (Sullinger 3,
Thompson 3, Ravenel 1), Kansas 8 (Withey 7,
Young 1).

Attendance — 73,361.

Buckeyes can’t
hang on after
leading for all
but 4 minutes
By Eddie Pells
Associated Press
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