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CAMPBELLSVILLE - 1505 New Columbia Rd.......(270) 465-5439
DEMOSSVILLE - 3375 Hwy 491............................. (859) 472-2246
ELIZABETHTOWN - 801 New Glendale Rd .......... (270) 769-2341
FLORENCE - 10011 Sam Neace Dr......................... (859) 538-1600
LOUISVILLE - 9812 Vista Hills Blvd....................... (502) 239-8484
SHELBYVILLE - 102 Taylorsville Rd ........................(502) 633-1515
SOMERSET - 5670 South Hwy 27 ......................... (606) 561-5326

TOLL FREE: 877-542-5359
www.LimestoneFLW.com

Z665 EZTRAK™
RESIDENTIAL MOWER

X310 SELECT SERIES™
LAWN TRACTOR

The Cornerstones
of Limestone
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Prices and models may vary by dealer. †Offer valid until 4/30/2012. $175 Anniversary Bonus available with purchase of any new Select Series Tractor from an authorized
�n�o b��k� ��`~�k �knp �`k�� }� |�}|� i�knh�� dmk�~ {�� |�}|� �hji mk�j�oi �npm~�i��� n�g��`~ vo� s�ji bk�f� t�lh�ji �nkp in `hi�nk���� �n�o b��k� ��`~�k `i i�� i�p�
of purchase. Available at participating John Deere dealers. Anniversary bonus will be deducted from the purchase price. Forms available at JohnDeere.com/OneTestDrive.
Limit of one form per person per purchase. See your John Deere dealer for further details. ††Offer valid from 3/1/2012 until 7/31/2012. Interest will be charged to your
account from the purchase date at 17.9% APR if the purchase balance is not paid in full within 12 months or if your account is otherwise in default. ‡Offer valid from
{�}�|�}| hoi�~ y�{}�|�}|� z�wc dut �j �nk zx pnoi�j no~�� �s�� �o��o� �nkj�mn^�k `o� inklh� �o�nkp`i�no `k� mknf���� _� i�� �o��o� p`oh�`�ihk�k in _� hj�� �nk
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MOW, TRIM AND OWN WITH EASE

4.9% APR FOR
48 MONTHS‡

a 27HP (20.1 kW)* cyclonic engine

a Exclusive 60" high-capacity mower deck

a Speeds up to 9 mph

a 4-year, 500-hour limited warranty

a 18.5HP (13.8 kW)* �snklh�� mn^�k j�ji�p

a Power steering and power lift

a 42" mower deck

a 4-year, 300-hour limited warranty

$175 ANNIVERSARY BONUS†

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS††

Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date
if the purchase balance is not paid in full within

12 months or if your account is otherwise in default.
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Big $50K Giveaway Doobie Brothers
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Must be 21 or older and a mychoice® member. Management reserves the right to cancel or modify this promotion
with prior written notification and approval from IGC. For help with a gambling problem, call 1.800.994.8448.

©2012 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved.

Saturday, May 12

Saturday, April 28
10Winners Get $5,000 Cash

MORE REASONS
THAN EVER
TO ESCAPE
Over $200,000 in Cash and

Prizes in April and May

Grand Prize stake in a thoroughbred
racehorse or $50,000

For tickets and info, visit belterracasino.com or call at 1.800.745.3000.
Must be 21 or older to enter the showroom.
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BEIRUT — Syria reject-
ed international envoy Kofi
Annan’s call for the regime
to halt violence first just
days after the government
agreed to a cease-fire plan.
A senior official declared
victory over the opposi-
tion.

It was the government’s
first response to an appeal
by Annan, the U.N.-Arab
League envoy, to stop mili-
tary operations first as “the
stronger party” in a “ges-
ture of good faith” to the
lightly armed opposition.
Annan brokered the agree-
ment aimed at stopping the
bloodshed and Assad
agreed to it on Monday.

Foreign Ministry
spokesmanJihadMakdessi
said the government will
not pull tanks and troops
from towns and cities en-
gulfed by unrest before life
returns to normal there.

“The battle to bring
down the state in Syria has
already ended and the bat-
tle of reinforcing stability
has started,” Makdessi said
in an apparent reference to
a string of recent regime
offensives that drove re-
bels from key strongholds.
He spoke on state TV late
Friday.

Activists reported fresh
violence Saturday that
killed more than two dozen
people. The U.N. estimates
more than 9,000 people
have been killed since the
uprising to oust Assad be-
gan a year ago.

The Foreign Ministry
statement raised serious
doubts about whether An-
nan’s plan to end the con-
flict will even get off the
ground.

The six-point proposal
requires the government to
immediately pull troops
and heavy weapons out of
cities and towns, and abide
by a two-hour halt in fight-
ing every day to allow hu-
manitarian access and
medical evacuations.

The government stance
was reminiscent of a failed
mediation attempt by the
Arab League around the
start of the new year. Assad
also agreed to that plan to
pull tanks and artillery out
of cities and allow in for-
eign monitors in to assess
compliance. But the mis-
sion ended in failure and
Assad ultimately did not
comply with the terms of
the agreement he had
signed on to.

The government blames
armed groups carrying out
a foreign conspiracy for
the violence.

The opposition said the
government appears to be
playing for time by indicat-
ing broad agreement with
the plan but then quibbling
over or ignoring the de-
tails. A similar accusation
was made when Assad
agreed to the first Arab
League plan.

Burhan Ghalioun, the
head of the opposition Syri-
an National Council, said it
was clear Assad’s accep-
tance of Annan’s peace
plan was another “lie and a
maneuver” to gain time.

“We have no illusions
over the possibility of the
mission’s success because
Bashar Assad and the Syri-
an regime have no credibil-
ity to engage in a political
process,” he said in Istan-
bul. “It will soon become
obvious the regime won’t
even implement the first
clause of the agreement.”

Syrian regime
rebuffs call to
stop fighting
By Zeina Karam
Associated Press

NEW DELHI — On one
level, today’s by-election
in Myanmar is relatively
insignificant. It involves
just 43 of parliament’s 664
seats. The military’s guar-
anteed control won’t
change. And the biggest
headline, that opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi
will be elected, is a fore-
gone conclusion.

On another level, how-
ever, it’s a crucial mile-
stone for long-isolated
Myanmar, also known as
Burma, as the ruling mili-
tary government tries to
convince the world that its
recent reforms are genu-
ine and it deserves an end
to U.S. and European sanc-
tions imposed for human
rights abuses.

“There’s an awful lot at
stake,” said Sean Turnell,
an economics professor at
Australia’s Macquarie
University and editor of
the website Burma Eco-
nomic Watch. “It’s a real
signpost for ... countries
around the world.”

The U.S., which re-
stored full diplomatic re-
lations with Myanmar this
year, and other Western
nations are likely to focus
on several key issues in
evaluating results: How
clean was the election?
How many opposition poli-
ticians were elected? And
how welcoming is parlia-
ment, mostly ex-military
brass and soldiers, to new-
ly elected pro-democracy
lawmakers?

And they’ll continue
evaluating progress on
broader political reform,

policies toward ethnic mi-
norities, human rights and
whether parliament can
become a counterweight
to the presidency and the
military. Many activist
groups say the govern-
ment continues to move
too slowly in these areas.

In many ways, the elec-
tion is seen as a trial run
for the 2015 general elec-
tion. If Suu Kyi’s opposi-
tion party, the National
League for Democracy,
does well among the 6.5
million eligible voters
against President Thein
Sein’s Union Solidarity
and Development Party,
the government may
sharply limit the number
of seats opposition parties
can contest in the general
election. Or, if the military
government embraces re-
form, Suu Kyi might one
day be in a position to run
for president.

Today’s election could
change the power balance

by introducing a stronger,
more vibrant opposition
challenging government
policies, something the
military hasn’t faced in
decades. As a lawmaker,
former political prisoner
Suu Kyi is expected to
push hard for constitu-
tional changes ending cen-
sorship, freeing political
prisoners and reversing
the military’s guaranteed
position in parliament.

The U.S. and the E.U.
are likely to continue their
carrot-and-stick tactics.
They’re wary of ending
sanctions too quickly and
losing leverage even as
they seek to reward Myan-
mar for moving ahead.
Analysts say Europe is
likely to move faster than
Washington on easing re-
strictions, perhaps in part
to give its companies a
head start there.

Closely linked with po-
litical reform is economic
reform, with its promised

jobs, housing and better
living standards for My-
anmar’s 50 million people.
In a closely watched first
step, Myanmar is slated to
soon introduce rules end-
ing its long-standing dual
exchange-rate system,
which has seen the official
rate hover around 6 kyats
to $1, compared with
black-market rates of 800
to $1. This should cut
smuggling and encourage
more foreign investment
and chip away at deep-
rooted corruption, bloated
state-run companies and
structural inefficiencies
that benefited govern-
ment officials’ cronies and
hurt ordinary people.

But Myanmar faces a
delicate balancing act. If
economic change is too
rapid, or the benefits are
too concentrated among
the elite, protests could
lead to a military crack-
down, putting hard-liners
back in the driver’s seat.

Mynamar election seen
as a trial run for 2015
Suu Kyi likely
to win a seat

Pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, center, speaks to her supporters Saturday in
the village of Wah Thin Kha a day before Myanmar’s by-elections. ALTAF QADRI/AP

By Mark Magnier
Los Angeles Times
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