
unable to talk, sitting nearly in
shock after seeing the dream sea-
son end, while others spoke with
pride about the team’s effort.

“U of L showed a lot of heart,”
said John Shellenberg, 21, who sat
in the U of L student section and
called the loss bittersweet. “We
got to come here and see UK and
U of L in the Final Four. What a
year for the state of Kentucky.
This is something we will never
forget.”

Even some Cats fans were
willing to give the Cards credit
for playing a tough game.

“It was a great run for the
Cards,” said Justin Murphy, a 29-
year-old Kentucky fan from
Louisville. “Basketball shined
down on the state of Kentucky
this year for sure.”

Kal Carey of Louisville, stand-
ing outside the Tequila House on
Bourbon Street, said he wasn’t
upset by the 69-61 result in a
game that the Cardinals kept
close until the final minutes.

“We played hard. It’s a won-
derful thing we made it to the Fi-
nal Four. (UK Coach John) Cali-
pari escaped tonight by the skin
of his teeth.”

Big Wildcats fans Bobby and
Susie Green of Lakeland, Fla.,
drove to New Orleans and
watched the game at Erin Rose.

“We had to be here for this, to
celebrate the Cats and watch
them go all the way,” Susie Green
said.

During the game, the estimat-
ed crowd of 70,000 in the Super-
dome was deafening at times,
crackling with electricity and
tension.

“It’s unbelievable,” Walter Ar-
nett, a UK fan from Lexington,
said at halftime. “I’ve never seen
anything like this in my life.”

Arnett watched near people
who had seen such things — well,
pretty close anyway — former
U of L and UK coaches Denny
Crum and Tubby Smith, sitting in
the first row a few seats apart.

“For the people from Ken-
tucky, it’s something special,”
Crum said. “It’s Louisville versus
Kentucky in the Final Four.”

And some fans said the game
did nearly the impossible, live up
to expectations — expectations
that prompted drastic measures
to secure a chance to witness bas-
ketball history in person.

UK freshman Lyndsey Gough,
18, was one of 350 lucky students
from her school to score seats on
the floor of the Superdome for
the game. She said she and a
group of her friends drove to
New Orleans after class Friday
afternoon on “nothing but adren-
aline.”

“We got in line to try and get
these floor seats at 6 a.m.,” she
said. “It was a crazy scene. Peo-
ple were getting trampled, some
got pushed around. But we got
lucky. This is a game for the histo-
ry books, a game that people will
be talking about for years and
years.”

Approximately 2,500 students
from Kansas, Ohio State, Ken-
tucky and Louisville tried to ex-
change their student tickets for a
floor seat, but only 350 from each
school were able to sit 100 feet
from their basketball team.

Louisville students Taylor
Gwynn and Devin Kennan were
among the lucky ones to get floor
seats. They got in line around 7
a.m., were given wristbands
around 10 a.m. and waited until 2

p.m. to get into the Superdome. It
was worth the wait to get the floor
seats, the two friends said.

“Definitely,” Gwynn said.
“People are not going to believe
that we got to watch this game
from the floor!”

Tony and Donna Francke’s
seats were not as close to the
court. Thirty-seven rows from it,
to be precise, as Tony Francke
had quickly counted.

“That’s a male thing,” Donna
Francke said, with a laugh. “I

didn’t count the rows.”
Francke said she was just glad

to be there — the common senti-
ment throughout the Superdome.

“How could you not be happy
in New Orleans this weekend,”
U of L President James Ramsey
said before tipoff, wearing the lu-
minous Infrared Cards shirt he
has worn during the team’s mag-
ical run in the last month — and
not washed. “You don’t want to sit
next to me,” he said.

Sitting close by — but not next

to him — were U of L player Kyle
Kuric’s sister and girlfriend, Ka-
tie Kuric and Taraneh Momeni.

“I think they have a huge
chance here to make history,”
Kuric said before the game. “We
can do it!”

During the game, Ohio State
and Kansas students sitting in the
student floor seats seemed to be
cheering for Louisville to win —
but not for the most flattering of
reasons. “We don’t want to play
Kentucky,” said Kate Smith, a
Ohio State fan from Cincinnati.
“We don’t like Kentucky.”

And while many fans were
able to get tickets for the game,
thousands of others took to the
French Quarter and filled its
many bars and taverns.

“I just wanted to be in New Or-
leans for this game. It would have

been nice to see it in person, but
seeing it at a bar on Bourbon
Street was the second best place
to be,” said Chandler Owens, a
diehard Kentucky fan from
Bowling Green who watched the
game at a karaoke bar called —
fittingly — the Cats Meow. “It
was a long drive, but it will be a
weekend I will never forget, es-
pecially when we bring home the
national championship!”

During the game, the streets
in the French Quarter seemed
quieter, although one could hear
outbursts of screaming and
cheering from inside the bars.

Before the game, the streets
were packed with UK and U of L
fans — a pretty even mix — as
well as a lesser number of Ohio
State and Kansas rooters, almost
all with alcohol in hand. They got
along well, for the most part.

Chants of “C-A-R-D-S” were
met with bursts of “C-A-T-S” as
fans from Kentucky seemed to
dominate the scene in the French
Quarter.

Amid those drawing attention
on Bourbon Street — a man in a
chicken suit, another man paint-
ed in all silver standing stone-still
and giving the bird to passers-by
— a Louisville man found himself
one of the most controversial for
his choice of attire.

Developer and businessman
Chris Thieneman wore a U of L
shirt and a UK hat.

“Look at this guy right here,” a
UK fan yelled to his friends.
“Blue hat, red shirt! You are ...
confused. ... Is your name Steve
Beshear?”

Thieneman heard worse
throughout the day. “I’ve caught
more hell for doing this than any-
thing else I’ve ever done,” said
Thieneman, who has been in-
volved in his share of political
dust-ups. “People are pushing me
and cussing me, both sides.”

So why make such a danger-
ous fashion choice?

“I’m from Louisville and I’m
from Kentucky,” he said. “I love
them both, but apparently I’m not
allowed to this week.”

So he has been told by many
that he must choose — for his own
safety.

And the former U of L football
player said his choice by game
time would be the Cards.

“I might have to take it (the
hat) off by the end of the game or
I might get killed,” he said.

Reporter Jason Riley can be reached
at (502) 584-2197. Reporter Antoi-
nette Konz can be reached at (502)
582-4232.

Kentucky and Louisville fans packed the streets in New Orleans’ French Quarter before the Final Four games on Saturday, then filled the bars on
Bourbon Street to watch the basketball action. .JASON RILEY/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

FANS: Celebration, sadness reign after ‘a game for the history books’

Robin Thompson, left, and Mary Robinson have a little fun at each other’s expense on Saturday.
SCOTT UTTERBACK/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

This Kentucky fan goes to
extremes. JASON RILEY/THE C-J

Showing their varying loyalties were, from left, Zach Howard, 27, of
Sellersburg, Ind.; Katie Burke, 25, of Jeffersonville, Ind.; and JW Nickell,
28, and wife Chelsy Nickell, 27, of Jeffersonville. JASON RILEY/THE

COURIER-JOURNAL

Continued from Page A1

Chris Thieneman was given a
hard time for wearing a UK hat
and Cards T-shirt. JASON RILEY/THE C-J
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