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Mexican President Felipe Calderon speaks Thursday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.
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MEXICO CITY — Allegations
of human rights abuses by Mexi-
co’s military bedevil President
Felipe Calderon, raising a dilem-
ma familiar to Latin American
presidents: Where can he go upon
leaving office to stay safe and out
of court?

Already, speculation is growing
in Mexico that Calderon, who has
10 months left in his six-year term,
will leave the country after his
tenure concludes, looking for
refuge perhaps in the United States.

But that’s no guarantee that he
won’t face legal troubles, as former
presidents of Bolivia, Ecuador,
Peru, Costa Rica, Guatemala and
his own country have.

“Upon leaving office, he will
become the most persecuted of
Mexican presidents,” columnist
Ricardo Aleman wrote last week
in the newspaper Excelsior. “The
question is whether the state can
guarantee the lives and assets of
him and his family, or anyone
else.”

Calderon, 49, has made no pub-
lic mention of what he’ll do after
the presidential sash comes off
Dec. 1. His wife, Margarita
Zavala, a former legislator, is
thought to have political ambi-
tions in Mexico.

As the head of a center-right
government, Calderon presides
over a battle to quell violence by
organized crime groups that’s left
more than 50,000 people dead.
Any number of gangsters could
take revenge, and Calderon may
worry about whether the reduced
security detail after he leaves
office makes his wife, two sons,
daughter and him vulnerable.

Then there are potential legal
woes. Political adversaries seek
to lay charges of human rights
violations in his lap.

Last November, Mexican
human rights activists – bearing a
petition with more than 23,000
signatures – traveled to The
Hague, Netherlands, to ask the
International Criminal Court to
investigate whether Calderon
could be tried on war crimes
charges stemming from his fight

against organized crime. The
court’s top prosecutor said it
would “make a decision in due
course.”

“People like Calderon are a lot
more nervous than they used to
be. There’s a lot more scrutiny.
You have the trend toward global
justice, and you never know
what’s going to happen once you
leave office,” said Michael
Shifter, president of the Inter-
American Dialogue, a research
center in Washington.

Shifter said leaders in Latin
America today face a difficult
balancing act of maintaining
public order while ensuring that
human rights are respected.

Former Foreign Minister Jorge
G. Castaneda wrote earlier this
month that Calderon is likely to
feel safer abroad: “The rumor in
Mexico is that Calderon wants a
United Nations post in New York
dealing with climate change after
he leaves the presidency.”

Novelist Rene Aviles Fabila
chimed in with his own hearsay:
“The first lady is looking at pos-
sibilities in the United States but
doesn’t disdain Spain.”

Calderon may not even be able
to count on his National Action
Party to offer him much post-
presidential support. His favored
candidate for the presidential
elections July 1, Ernesto
Cordero, trails badly and is
unlikely to become the party’s
nominee.

Even if Calderon goes abroad,
he might not rest easily, given
what’s happened to a high-profile
predecessor.

In September, anonymous
plaintiffs filed a federal human
rights lawsuit in Connecticut –
seeking more than $10 million in
damages – against Ernesto Zedil-
lo, who governed Mexico from
1994 to 2000. The plaintiffs
charged that Zedillo played a role
in the formation of a paramilitary
group that massacred 45 people
in 1997 in Acteal, in the southern
state of Chiapas.

Zedillo was unavailable for
comment, his office said. He told
the Yale Daily News in Septem-
ber that the allegations “are total-
ly groundless and obviously
false.”

Supporters contend that the

charges are politically motivated
and are exacting heavy legal bills
for Zedillo, who trots the globe
as a leading voice on globaliza-
tion. He’s served in U.N. posts,
sits on the board of the powerful
World Economic Forum and
heads the Yale Center for the
Study of Globalization.

Zedillo’s legal plight contrasts
with that of former President
Carlos Salinas de Gortari, who
led the country from 1988 to
1994 and whom many Mexicans
vilify as a corrupt scoundrel.
Salinas, whose brother was
accused of arranging a political
assassination and laundering tens
of millions of dollars for drug
traffickers, travels with ease
between homes in Mexico and
Europe.

The issue of the Calderon gov-
ernment’s human rights record
intensified last week with a bitter
dispute over whether the armed
forces police themselves in cases
of alleged abuse.

In its latest annual report, the
advocacy group Human Rights
Watch reiterated charges that the
Mexican military is guilty of
killings, torture and disappear-
ances.

“We have figures that show
that violence has increased hor-
rifically in Mexico in recent
years and that there is no system
to judge the military in a way
where there is justice,” Emma
Daly, a spokeswoman for the
group, said in Cairo, where it
issued the report.

The Mexican Defense Min-
istry responded that its soldiers
have “fulfilled precise instruc-
tions” from the president to
respect human rights and the
law.

For its part, the Cabinet-level
Interior Secretariat issued its own
statement saying that of 6,065
complaints against soldiers for
abuse since Calderon took office,
only 98 cases have merited inter-
nal military review, leading to 29
sentences against soldiers.

Interior Minister Alejandro
Poire said Tuesday that the gov-
ernment maintained an attitude
of “closeness, respect, openness
and dialogue” with Human
Rights Watch.
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Check presentation
The Center for Courageous Kids in Scottsville received a $500 donation this month from the
Walmart Supercenter off Campbell Lane in Bowling Green, according to a news release from
the Center for Courageous Kids. The Center for Courageous Kids provides a free camping
experience for children with life-threatening illnesses and disabilities, according to the release.
Since 2008, the center has served nearly 10,000 children from across the United States and
Canada. For more information about the center, contact Joanie O’Bryan, director of develop-
ment for the center, at 270-618-2900, or visit www.courageouskids.org.

Man wants to cook up a storm
without thunder from his wife

DEAR ABBY: I’m fortunate to
be married to an amazing woman.
There’s just one problem. She’s
convinced that I’m going to burn
down the house. She constantly
nags me when I’m cooking, even
when I’m literally standing over
the pots. I find her tone – and the
idea that I don’t know how to use
a stove – insulting.

She insists I have the burner on
too high when I’m making
spaghetti, and it will somehow
result in a catastrophe far worse
than a ruined meal. I find it
extremely annoying because I am
30, served my country honorably
in Iraq, have been making

spaghetti since I was 12
and have never caused
any sort of kitchen fire.

My wife hasn’t
cooked for me in more
than a year. That does-
n’t upset me because I
know she works hard to
earn money for our
family. But if she does-
n’t cook for me and I’m
not allowed to cook for
me, then how am I sup-
posed to eat?

Is there anything I can do to
make my wife understand that I
can be trusted to make a simple
meal on a simple stove? —

PASTA GUY IN
PHILLY

DEAR PASTA
GUY: Probably not, if
you haven’t been able
to convey that message
in more than a year. So
insist that she stay out
of the kitchen while
you’re cooking, or pre-
pare your meals after
she has left for work.
Or expand your reper-

toire beyond spaghetti and make a
salad instead.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 15-year-
old high school student with a
wonderful life, but I’m not happy.
I get good grades, have many
great friends, a weekend job and
an amazing boyfriend. (He’s 17.)

The problem is I’m bored. I
have had only one technical
boyfriend besides the one I have
now. I had two “flings” where I
got involved with guys without an
official or physical relationship. I
know most teenagers would kill
for a boyfriend like mine who
buys them things and tells them
they’re beautiful. But I want a
relationship with ups and downs –
drama and fighting. Am I crazy to
want to date other people, or is
this normal? — LOST IN LOVE

DEAR LOST IN LOVE:
You’re not crazy. It is normal for
some teenage girls to want vari-
ety. However, please don’t equate
the kind of drama you see on TV
and in films with what real life is
supposed to be about. Relation-
ships filled with drama and fight-
ing do not have happy outcomes.
They can lead to bruised hearts
and sometimes violence.

If you want to end the relation-
ship with your boyfriend, by all
means do so.

But before you become
involved in the kind of relation-
ship you think would be exciting,
please discuss it with your mother
or another trusted adult, because a
mature person with insight should
share some of it with you.

JEANNE PHILLIPS
Syndicated columnist

Dear Abby

DAILY NEWS, BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKYPAGE 10C - SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2012 Sunday Reader

 www.window-ology.com

 BLINDS, SHADES, 
 SHUTTERS 
 and   More

 Custom Made  - Built To Las t

 FREE ESTIMATES AND INSTALLATION
 Low Price Guarantee, Always

 782-0503
 1945 SCOTTSVILLE RD

 THOROUGHBRED SQUARE, SUITE 165, 
 BOWLING GREEN, KY 42104

 TEL 270.780.0092             FAX 270.780.0093
 JMIDNITE@MSN.COM

 STORE HOURS: MON. - FRI. 9:30 - 6:00 • SAT. 9:30 - 5:00 PM

 M Gallery 
 is locally owned 
 and operated.

 We offer a 
 large selection of 

 custom framing and 
 wall art at 

 competitive prices.
 For friendly, 

 personal, 
 professional service…

 Don’t go anywhere else!

 DAN & MAC MURPHY
 OWNERS

 Announcement policies
 Engagement, wedding and 

 anniversary information 
 submitted to the Daily News 
 must be accompanied by the 
 signature, address and telephone 
 number of a family member, 
 and will be edited to conform to 
 the newspaper’s format and 
 style. 

 Forms for engagement, 
 wedding and anniversary 
 announcements are available at 
 the Daily News office and must 
 be used. Announcements are 
 not accepted by telephone; mail 
 to Announcements, Daily 
 News, P.O. Box 90012, 
 Bowling Green, KY 42102-
 9012; e-mail 
 dnews@bgdailynews.com or 
 submit them to the newsroom at 
 813 College St.

 Deadline is noon Wednesday 
 for publications in the following 
 Sunday’s paper.

 There is a $5 photo 
 processing fee with all 
 announcements. Otherwise, 
 there is no charge. All 
 photographs must be accurately 
 identified on the back with the 
 name of the person and return 
 address. Professional photos 
 with plain backgrounds re-
 produce best. Snapshots are also 
 accepted, although the Daily 
 News reserves the right to 
 refuse any photograph based on 
 quality and suitability. 
 Photographs may be picked up 

 at the front desk the Monday 
 after they appear; the newspaper 
 cannot guarantee their return.
 Engagements

 Engagement announcements 
 may be submitted any time prior 
 to the wedding as long as a 
 general wedding date has been 
 set. Announcements will be run 
 only once.
 Weddings

 Wedding announcements 
 should be submitted shortly 
 before or after the day of the 
 ceremony. 
 Anniversaries

 Pictures with 25th and 50th 
 and over wedding anniversaries 
 will be printed without charge.
 Neighbors

 Most honors, awards, out-of-
 town births, scholarships and 
 other similar items of interest are 
 published in appropriate sections 
 as space permits. Items of 
 special interest may be published 
 as separate articles with pictures. 
 Submit items by mail to 
 Neighbors, Daily News, P.O. 
 Box 90012, Bowling Green,  KY 
 42102-9012
 Around Town

 Entertainment events, 
 programs and meeting times for 
 area organizations will be listed 
 in the Around Town section in 
 the Thursday Daily News. 
 Deadline to submit an item for 
 the Thursday edition is 4 p.m. 
 Tuesday.

 1109 Lovers Lane, Suite 3
 Bowling Green, KY 42103

 Located in the Huston’s Building at the corner
 of Lovers Lane and Scottsville Road

 270-904-4111
 www.McWhorterChiro.com

 Live Better.

 Dr. Jeremy
 McWhorter, D.C.

 Care for Children & Adults

 Want to improve your 
 health and your 

 productivity in 2012?

 Let McWhorter get you 
 on track for the New Year!

 McWhorter Chiropractic

Mexican leader’s challenge:
Stay safe once out of office

“Upon leaving office, he will become the
most persecuted of Mexican presidents.
The question is whether the state can
guarantee the lives and assets of him
and his family, or anyone else.”

Ricardo Aleman
Newspaper columnist, writing about
Mexican President Felipe Calderon


