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KITAMAAT VILLAGE, British
Columbia — The latest chapter in
Canada’s quest to become a full-
blown oil superpower unfolded
this month in a village gym on the
British Columbia coast.

Here, people gathered for hear-
ings on whether a pipeline should
be laid from the Alberta oil sands
to the Pacific to deliver oil to Asia,
chiefly energy-hungry China. The
stakes are particularly high for the
village of Kitamaat and its neigh-
bors, because the pipeline would
terminate here and a port would
be built to handle 220 tankers a
year and 525,000 barrels of oil a
day.

But the planned Northern Gate-
way Pipeline is just one aspect of
an epic battle over Canada’s oil
ambitions – a battle that already
has a supporting role in the U.S.
presidential election, and which
will help shape North America’s
energy relationship with China.

It actually is a tale of two
pipelines – the one that is sup-
posed to end at Kitamaat Village,
and another that would have gone
from Alberta to the Texas coast
but was blocked by the Obama
administration, citing environ-
mental grounds.

Those same environmental
issues are certain to haunt North-
ern Gateway as the Joint Review
Panel of energy and environmen-
tal officials canvasses opinion
along the 731-mile route of the
Northern Gateway pipeline to be
built by Enbridge, a Canadian
company.

The fear of oil spills is especial-
ly acute in this pristine corner of
northwest British Columbia, with
its snowcapped mountains and
deep ocean inlets. People here still
remember the Exxon Valdez oil
spill of 1989, and oil is still leak-
ing from the Queen of the North, a
ferry that sank off nearby Hartley
Bay six years ago.

The seas nearby, in the Douglas
Channel, “are very treacherous
waters,” said David Suzuki, a
leading environmentalist. “You
take a supertanker that takes miles
in order to stop, (and) an accident
is absolutely inevitable.”

Prime Minister Stephen Harper
said Canada’s national interest
makes the $5.5 billion pipeline
essential.

Above: An aerial photo shows
a tar-sands mine facility
Sept. 19 near Fort McMurray
in Alberta, Canada. Alberta has
the world’s third-largest oil
reserves after Saudi Arabia
and Venezuela – more than
170 billion barrels.
Left: Ellis Ross (right), chief of
the Haisla First Nation in British
Columbia, laughs Jan. 10
with Hereditary Chief Marilynn
Furlan after a hearing
in Kitamaat Village, British
Columbia. Several hundred
people gathered for the hearing
on whether a pipeline should
be laid from the Alberta oil
sands to the Pacific
to deliver oil to Asia,
chiefly energy-hungry China.
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Army Ranger
loses his legs,
fights for life
Only days after her brother lost his legs in

Afghanistan, Olivia Hoffman learned that she and
her husband were expecting their second child.
Already overwhelmed with emotion as her brother
fought for his life, Olivia asked God for strength.

“I cried many nights fol-
lowing that, wondering if
this baby would ever get to
meet (his or her) uncle
Nick,” Olivia said in an
email to the Unknown Sol-
diers. Her account of the
months since Army 1st Lt.
Nick Vogt was nearly killed
in a Kandahar province ter-
rorist attack Nov. 12 is
among the most poignant
pieces of writing one will
ever encounter.

“Although he only got to
meet my other daughter in
the hospital when she was
born (he deployed two days
later) he would always mail her stuff and Skype
with us,” she wrote. “After his brain surgery, his
memory is a little rocky, and he hadn’t remembered
that I had a daughter, but he got to see her through
the door at Christmas and he by far gave her the
biggest smile.”

Vogt has undergone countless surgeries since his
life was saved by soldiers on the battlefield and doc-
tors in Afghanistan, Germany and the United States.

Photo courtesy of Olivia Hoffman
Olivia Hoffman dances with her older brother,
Army Ranger 1st Lt. Nick Vogt, on her wedding
day. Vogt subsequently lost his legs in an impro-
vised explosive device attack in Afghanistan.
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