
igh school students and their parents wandered about
the Downing University Center at Western Kentucky

University on Saturday as part of Spring Preview
Day for minority students.

For WKU, the event provided an opportunity to inform families and prospective
students about resources and opportunities for minority students at the university.
Guests were also introduced to minority faculty and staff members.

“That introduction makes them know there’s a community to support them,” said
Kennina Porter, minority recruitment coordinator for WKU’s office of admissions.

Porter also said events like Spring Preview Day were created to help prospective
minority students understand they’re going to be embraced, and that programs are in
place to make sure they’re successful.

The agenda included a campus tour, an academic expo where students met various
department representatives, as well as informational sessions on financial aid, pro-
grams and other campus activities.

Turquoise Hayes, 17, of Bowling Green, talks Saturday with Rick Grieve, a psychology professor at Western Kentucky University, during Spring Preview Day for minor-
ity students at WKU’s Downing University Center.
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Bowling Green officials running for re-election ‘still need to conduct our city business’
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

The consensus among Bowling Green
Board of Commissioners members who
are running for re-election this fall is they
will remain focused on the city’s issues at
hand, and not the politicking that comes
along with campaigns and elections.

Thus far, Commissioners Melinda Hill
and Bill Waltrip have officially filed for
re-election, while Commissioner Brian

“Slim” Nash said he plans to file ahead of
Tuesday’s deadline. Mayor Bruce Wilk-
erson has also filed.

For Waltrip, it’s his first time to run a
campaign while also occupying a seat on
the City Commission.

“We still need to conduct our city busi-
ness,” Waltrip said. “I think we should
separate things as much as we can. We
need to try to separate it. We still have an
obligation to the citizens to serve and not
let electioneering interfere with that.”

Hill, who won a special election in
November, also said she expects the
commission to remain efficient in its
obligation to citizens.

“The way I’m hearing things, it’s just
like any other year,” Hill said. “We’re
here to serve the city and we’re going to
do it the best we can, and we’re not going
to let the election impact our decisions.
And that’s the way I’m looking at it.”

Hill said she can’t let the looming elec-
tion interfere with her attitude toward

getting things done on the commission.
“I feel like if I take these next nine

months and just worry about ‘Oh my
gosh, I’m running in November,’ then
nothing will get done,” Hill said. “I have
to look at this and forget the election and
do the best job possible.” 

The commission met Friday with
senior members of the city’s staff for a
strategic planning session, outlining

See FOCUS, 5A

Planned
changes
to carry
big costs
Deadline for work has
changed several times
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Meeting new federal sign
requirements for all roads is going
to be extraordinarily expensive,
according to one county official.

“Not only are they changing the
reflective requirements, but they
are changing the size of (some)
signs, too,” said Mac Yowell,
director of Warren County’s Pub-
lic Works Department.

The new reflectivity and size
requirements are supposed to
make the signs more readable for
older drivers.

Yowell said it will cost govern-
ments at all levels a great deal of
money and time.

Smiths Grove Mayor Bert Hig-
ginbotham knows all too well
about just how onerous the
changes are going to be. His com-
munity has already spent $2,250
to get its first round of new signs
– 80 of them.

He said Smiths Grove will be
required to use the larger road
signs for its one street that has a 30
mph speed limit, Ky. 101.

The faster the speed limit, the
larger the sign must be.

“I’m 65 and those big signs are
really nice,” Higginbotham said.
“But being a libertarian, what
bothers me is the (Federal High-
way Administration) ... can just
force all communities throughout
the United States to do this.”

ROAD SIGNS

See COMMUNITIES, 12A

BG police
are taking
close look
at graffiti
They hope to ID suspects
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

The writing may be on the wall
if Bowling Green police are able
to catch graffiti painters who
made their mark in a variety of
locations around the city.

From Jan. 1 through Thursday,
city police have documented 20
cases of graffiti on everything
from buildings to gas pumps,
trash bins, walls and a bridge
overpass.

“We’re in the process right now
of combining all of the reports so
that we can see who all the victims
are and to compare the similarities
in an attempt to identify a sus-
pect,” Bowling Green Police
Department spokesman Officer
Ronnie Ward said.

See EACH INCIDENT, 12A

Sisters Dominique Harrison (left) and Latisha Harrison, both of Louisville, pose Sat-
urday with a Big Red display during Spring Preview Day for minority students at
Western Kentucky University.

WKU HOSTS SPRING PREVIEW DAY FOR MINORITY STUDENTS

See WKU, 5A


