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Firefighter 
complaint 

earns a 
response

Hero mom will walk again
Family and friends describe her strength
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WEEKLY POLL: Chickens in the city
Should city residents be allowed to raise chickens at home?
Yes, 59%  No, 40% Total votes: 216

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
UK making the grade.

>>LOCAL, A5
Six tapped to screen Franklin County Public Schools 
superitendent candidates.

TONIGHT’S WEATHER
Clear with lows  
around 36
WEATHER A8
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Submitted Photo

Frankfort native Stephanie decker 
was recently photographed with her 
husband, Joe.

BY KAY HARROD
kharrod@state-journal.com

S
trong and determined. 

The words come as 
reoccurring adjectives 
from family and friends 
describing Stephanie 

Wise Decker – severely injured 
when a tornado destroyed her 
home in Henryville, Ind.

The road to recovery is just be-
ginning for Decker. She lost her 
right foot and ankle and her left 
leg beginning at the knee while 
saving her two children during 
the last week’s tornado.

 It leveled Henryville, and sent 
two floors of debris falling on top 
of Decker who sought shelter in 
her basement, just below the front 

door.
Her mother, at her daughter’s 

bedside at University Hospital 
in Louisville, says that strength 
and determination will carry her 
daughter through surgical recov-
ery and rehabilitation.

“The doctor left the room to-
day (Monday) saying he expect-
ed to see Stephanie walking into 
his office in three months,” Jeri 
Mayes White said.

“If I know my daughter, she’ll 
be walking before then.”  

White called her daughter the 

strongest person she has ever 
known and says she is an inspira-
tion.

“She will be the one to heal our 
family,” White said.

According to White, the chil-
dren – Dominic, 8, and Reece, 5  – 
are doing well and were basically 
unhurt because of their mother’s 
efforts. They are currently stay-
ing with their grandfather, Doug 
Wise, in Simpsonville.

With a cell phone warning 
from husband Joe that the torna-
do was in a direct line to hit their 
house, Decker took the children 
to the basement of their two-story 
home, wrapped them in a blanket 
and threw herself on top of them.

tornado recovery

| Help StepHanie
• Inside, find information about 
how to send well wishes to 
Stephanie decker.

see HeRO MOM, a3

hannah Reel/hReel@State-JouRnal.com                

battered storefronts on main Street caused people to stop and stare in West liberty monday afternoon.

hannah Reel/hReel@State-JouRnal.com                

J. Scott brown, general manager of auditing services with the administra-
tive office of the courts out of Frankfort, helps move equipment out of the 
old morgan county courthouse in West liberty monday afternoon. 

BY LAUReN HALLOW
lhallow@state-journal.com

WEST LIBERTY – City Com-
missioner Bill May is just one of 
many who are grieving for lost 
loved ones as the death toll from 
Friday’s tornado outbreak contin-
ues to climb.

The tornadoes that tore across 
Kentucky and four other states 
are now blamed for 39 deaths – 22 
of those in Kentucky.

One of those deaths was May’s 
cousin, Emma Dean Cecil. 

“It just shakes you up when 
you hear the news,” May told The 
State Journal.

Several of May’s relatives, in-
cluding Cecil, lived in the Wood-
sbend area of Morgan County. 
After hearing reports Friday that 
the storm was headed their way, 

May’s been battling downed 
phone lines and cell phone tow-
ers to try and get in touch with his 
loved ones. 

“I was looking every place I 
could about news of injured or 
fatalities or property damaged,” 
May said. 

He found out the grim news on 
Sunday when the Lexington Her-
ald-Leader published names of 
the deceased. 

“It listed her name on there,” 

Ky. death toll up to 22

commissioner may lost his cousin in West liberty

see WeST LIBeRTY, a8

| More inSide a7
• PHOTO GALLeRY from West 
liberty, Ky., as the town struggles 
to get back on its feet.
• WAYS YOU CAN HeLP 
whether it’s donations or time.

BY KevIN WHeATLeY
kwheatley@state-journal.com

The Plant Board will give interim 
General Manager Herbbie Bannister 
a 10 percent pay increase as he takes 
over for former manager Jim Smith, 
ousted by unanimous vote two weeks 
ago.

The increase, approved by unani-
mous vote at a special board meet-
ing Monday, bumps Bannister’s sala-
ry to more than $127,000. He formerly 
worked as the assistant general man-
ager of operations and served as inter-
im manager when longtime manager 
Warner Caines retired in 2009.

Bannister told the board he plans 
to revise FPB’s organization structure 
and find staff members to assist him 
in the utility’s day-to-day operations. 

The board also fired Ron Thomas, 
assistant general manager of admin-
istration, by unanimous vote when 
it terminated Smith’s contract with-
out cause Feb. 22, meaning the plant 
board has no assistant general man-
agers at the moment.

“I’m going to ask some folks to step 
up and help me out,” Bannister told 
the board. “I haven’t had the opportu-
nity to talk with all of my staff yet, but 
if I don’t make some adjustments, I’ve 
got too many direct reports to me.”

Bannister told The State Journal af-
ter the meeting that he intended to ask 
some senior members of FPB’s staff to 
assume some responsibilities of assis-
tant managers.

BY KevIN WHeATLeY
kwheatley@state-journal.com

Faced with a petition signed by 60 
Frankfort firefighters in light of last 
week’s vote to postpone promotional 
exams, the City Commission voted 
unanimously Monday to move for-
ward with the department’s testing.

But the commission expects a re-
fined process soon.

Commissioners voted 3-2 last week 
to postpone a promotional test sched-
uled Thursday because city staff 
hadn’t retooled an ordinance dealing 
with police and fire promotions af-
ter requesting changes last year and 
again in recent months. 

But the commissioners changed 
course after seven firefighters filed 
a complaint and brought the matter 
to a public hearing Monday, claim-
ing grievances because the Thursday 
test date had been published in De-
cember and the Feb. 17 filing deadline 
for applying had passed, among other 
items.

Testing will move 
forward as requested

FranKFort  
plant board

see COMMISSION, a3

see FPB, a3

interim GM 
gets a raise


