
KY TRIVIA
J. Irvine Lyle was born in Fayette 
County in 1874. In 1908, he and  
Willis Carrier developed the first air 
conditioning system, the beginning  
of the industry. Kentucky&
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Corsages become a labor of love
Shop owner gives time, prom flowers to teens affected by tornadoes

Fiscal Court 
meets Friday

Fiscal Court meets for a 9 
a.m. work session Friday at 
321 W. Main St. followed by a 
10 a.m. meeting. 

Items up for discussion in-
clude a fireworks ordinance, 
a first reading of the 2012-
2013 fiscal year county bud-
get, advertising bids for sol-
id waste collection/disposal 
and curbside recycling, and 
an agreement between Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabi-
net, Kentucky Department 
of Corrections and Franklin 
County Jail for inmate road 
crews.

There will also be a sec-
ond reading and approval of 
a countywide smoking ban 
ordinance. 

Committee 
recommends 4 
candidates for 
schools leader

A search committee look-
ing for the next Franklin 
County Public Schools su-
perintendent has narrowed 
the field of 21 candidates to 
four.

The seven-member pan-
el of parents, school dis-
trict employees and a school 
board member spent the last 
three weeks reviewing appli-
cations for the position.

The screening committee 
will give formal recommen-
dations to the Board of Edu-
cation on Monday. 

The board will see all 21 
applications, but Mike Oder, 
a consultant for the Kentucky 
School Boards Association 
who is overseeing the search 
process, says school boards 
nearly always choose from 
the screening committee’s 
picks.

Superintendent Harrie 
Buecker announced Jan. 2 
that she plans to resign when 
her contract expires June 30.

Teen driving 
school at FCHS 
this weekend

In memory of Ben Laslie, 
Allen Williams and Nick Jaco-
by, the Laslie family is spon-
soring B.R.A.K.E.S. Driving 
School for young adults, age 
16-19, at the Franklin County 
High School parking lot Sat-
urday and Sunday.

There will be 30 minutes 
of classroom instruction fol-
lowed by three hours of driv-
ing on the courses with a 
professional instructor.  This 
is open to all young adults in 
the state of Kentucky. If you 
know of any young adults 
who would like to partici-
pate, any company or indi-
vidual who would like to help 
sponsor or anyone that would 
like to place a memorial ad in 
the booklet, contact Wanda 
Laslie at (502) 330-7357.  Pre-
registration is required.  

By training and educat-
ing teenage drivers and their 
parents, the foundation aims 
to promote safe driving.  For 
additional information about 
B.R.A.K.E.S, visit www.put-
onthebrakes.com.  

By Lauren HaLLow
lhallow@state-journal.com

Ruby Warfield is no 
stranger to giving a little 
extra.

But even she seems sur-
prised by what’s gone into 
her latest project: donating 
150 corsages to the girls of 
Magoffin County High 
School for this weekend’s 
prom. 

“Tell those ladies it’s the 
labor of love,” Warfield said 
at her shop, Ruby’s Flowers 
and Gifts, Wednesday with 
a laugh, her eyes twinkling 
as she wrapped two silk 
roses. 

“There’s a lot of work 
that goes into them, but it’s 
from the heart.”

For several weeks, Warf-
ield has been assembling 
the corsages to be deliv-
ered to Magoffin County 
High School in Salyers-
ville.

Salyersville and Magof-
fin County were two of the 
communities hit hardest 
by the March 2 tornadoes 
that killed more than 20 
throughout Kentucky.

There were no deaths 
reported in Magoffin 
County, but more than 80 
businesses were reported 
damaged or destroyed and 
dozens lost their homes.

Because of the damage, 
Magoffin County school 
officials weren’t sure if 
they’d be able to stage a 
prom. 

“A lot of fundraising ef-
forts were put on hold … 
everybody was more con-
cerned about putting food 
on their table and a roof 
over their heads than hav-
ing prom,” Magoffin Coun-
ty High School family and 
consumer sciences teacher 
Kathy Sparks told The State 
Journal by phone Wednes-
day.  

“But we’ve just had a 
tremendous outpouring of 
help … it looks like it’s go-
ing to be the biggest prom 
we’ve had in a long time.”

More than 360 peo-
ple bought prom tickets 
this year and 150 of those 
will be wearing Warfield’s 
handmade silk flower cor-
sages.

Each corsage, comprised 
of two silk roses, ribbon and 
baby’s breath, takes Warfield 
about 20 minutes to make. 
She estimates she’s dedicat-
ed more than 60 hours to the 
project.

“It takes a long time … but 
up in the mountains, they 
don’t have a lot to start with,” 
Warfield said. 

“I just wanted to help these 
girls out.” 

Warfield was asked to 
make the corsages by her 
friend Glenn Wright, hus-
band of Melissa Wright, who 
owns Razzle Dazzle Dress-
es in Frankfort and donated 
more than 100 prom dresses 
to the girls.

Because she didn’t know 
what kind of dresses Melis-
sa Wright donated, Warfield 
made corsages ranging in 
color from white and ivory to 
aqua and shimmery pink. 

She thought about making 
fresh flower arrangements, 
but didn’t know if they would 
last the two-and-a-half hour 

trip to Magoffin County.
“And they can keep these 

as a keepsake,” Warfield 

said.
Warfield was f inish-

ing up the last few corsages 

Wednesday and Thursday 
before Wright delivers them 
Friday.  

HannaH ReeL/HReeL@state-JouRnaL.Com                

Ruby Warfield, owner of Ruby’s Flowers and Gifts on Wilkinson Boulevard, fastens together two silk white roses while making cor-
sages at her shop Wednesday. the corsages will be donated to girls at magoffin County High school for their prom this weekend. 

Warfield was asked to make the corsages by her friend Glenn Wright, husband of melissa Wright, 
who owns Razzle Dazzle Dresses in Frankfort and donated more than 100 prom dresses to the 
girls at magoffin County High school.

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) – 
A former Lexington lawyer 
was sentenced Wednesday 
to serve 25 years in prison 
and pay millions of dollars 
in restitution for taking part 
in an oil- and gas-drilling 
scam that defrauded inves-
tors.

The Lexington Herald-
Leader reports that 48-
year-old Bryan S. Coffman 
maintained his innocence 
throughout a speech before 
U.S. District Judge Karen 
Caldwell, but acknowledged 
that he was tried by a jury of 
his peers and has to take re-
sponsibility.

A federal jury convicted 

Coffman and 59-year-old 
Campbellsville business-
man Gary Milby in May 2011 
on charges of mail, wire and 
securities fraud. Coffman 
was also convicted of mon-
ey laundering and money 
laundering conspiracy. Mil-
by is set for sentencing on 
Thursday.

The U.S. attorney’s office 
said the case involved $36 
million solicited from some 
600 investors in the U.S. 
and Canada. In a statement, 
prosecutors said many vic-
tims wrote letters to the 
court describing the effects 
of losing their investments. 
Some said the loss led to di-

vorces, major health prob-
lems such as strokes, fore-
closures on their homes and 
inability to fund their chil-
dren’s college education.

The judge said Coffman 
used his skill and knowl-
edge of the law to break the 
law, according to a state-
ment from the prosecutor’s 
office. She described Coff-
man’s conduct as “preda-
tory.”

Defense attorney Steve 
Romines said he will file an 
appeal Thursday, seeking a 
new trial for Coffman.

“I expected her to give us 
a big sentence, but we’ll keep 
fighting,” Romines said.

Last month, Caldwell 
ordered Coffman to forfeit 
$3.1 million in cash, a yacht 
and a condo in South Caro-
lina, saying Coffman either 
illegally took the money 
from clients of his business, 
American Oil & Gas Re-
sources, or used funds of his 
own to disguise the ill-got-
ten cash.

Coffman asked to be held 
in a medical center-type 
prison because he has dia-
betes and arthritis. He was 
ordered to report to the fed-
eral medical correctional 
center in Lexington on May 
16.

The jury acquitted Coff-

man’s wife, Megan, of mon-
ey laundering charges. Bry-
an Coffman was found not 
guilty of two money laun-
dering counts. Prosecutors 
dismissed charges against 
alleged co-conspirator Vad-
im Tsatskin after he was 
sentenced to three years in 
prison in Canada.

Milby surfaced in the 
public eye when he threw 
his daughter a lavish Sweet 
16 birthday party that was 
featured on MTV. The epi-
sode showed Milby giving 
his daughter a private heli-
copter ride, a new BMW and 
a shopping spree.

ex-attorney sentenced to 25 years in oil scheme

OWENSBORO

Man sentenced 
to prison 
for clerk’s 
shooting

(AP) — An Owensboro 
man has been sentenced 
to life in prison without a 

chance at parole for 25 years 
for the slaying of a conve-
nience store clerk in Novem-
ber 2009.

As part of a plea agree-
ment, 30-year-old Brock An-
tonio Hanley Sr. will also 
serve 20 years in prison for 
robbery, which he will serve 
at the same time as his mur-
der sentence.

Hanley pleaded guilty in 
April to shooting Suba Singh 

on Nov. 16, 2009. Prosecutors 
opted not to seek the death 
penalty in the case.

During Wednesday’s sen-
tencing in Daviess Circuit 
Court, Hanley asked Singh’s 
family to forgive him. The 
Messenger-Inquirer report-
ed that Singh’s family did 
not attend the sentencing.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Bruce Kuegel said the 
apology “in no way dimin-

ishes the fact that he mur-
dered Mr. Singh.”

FLEMINGSBURG

Police: 
Remains are 
from 2 bodies

(AP) — Kentucky State 
Police say an analysis of a 

skull and other bones found 
in Fleming County shows 
that there are two sets of re-
mains.

Police spokesman Endre 
Samu told The Ledger Inde-
pendent that preliminary 
findings show that one in-
dividual was taller than the 
other.

A homeowner found a 
skull in a ditch near his home 
while doing yard work last 

week and state police con-
firmed finding more bones 
in the area this week. The re-
mains were sent to the state 
medical examiner’s office 
in Frankfort, which deter-
mined that there were two 
sets of remains.

Samu said the remains 
could have been in the area 
for up to 24 months, and they 
don’t appear to be from an 
approved burial location.


