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BniM B. VanDusen, Editor & Publishei

Some good, some bad
in this week's world

This is one of those weeks
when opinions seem to be flow-

ing thicker and faster than
usual. To accommodate the
flood, we resort to a technique
of old:
Orchids to the CITY COUNCIL,

of JEFFERSONTOWN for fol-

lowing through on a campaign
pledge to develop a system of
neighborhood or block repre-
sentatives to city hall. We aren't
too confident the idea will with-

stand the onslaught of apathy
which typically follows an elec-
tion, but 40 people did show
up at an organizational meeting
over the week end. It was a good

start on a good idea.
Onions to U.S. REP. M. GENE

SNYDER, the self-styl- ed rep-
resentative of that forgotten
man, the ordinary taxpayer.
For four years, ole Gene has
lined his corporate pocket with
the ordinary taxpayers' money,
at the rate of $130 per month.
He worked it out so we tax-

payers were paying rent to a
company in which he was an
officer. The rent was for an
office which he used as Con-

gressman at 140 Chenoweth
Lane in St. Matthews. As Gene
has been known to puff him-

self up and say, the taxpayers
have been bilked again.
Orchids to DONALD J. RID-

INGS, staff director of the Jef-

ferson County Planning Com-

mission, for his vigorous new
attempt to obtain citizen re-
action to rezoning proposals.
Ridings has named an assis-
tant to seek out and respond
to the concerns of local govern-
ments. And he has begun mailing
notification of rezoning pro

LETTERS . . .

Dear Editor:
The purpose of this letter is

to comment on statements made
in the February 28, letter to
the editor, "Eastern Teachers
Defend Kercher."

As the writer of the original
letter referred to in your Feb-

ruary 7, edition of the Voice,
it was not my purpose to even
attempt to express the views of
the community in the references
to Mr. Kercher.
There are no questions in re-

gard to the loyalty of Mr.
Kercher as it relates to being
a loyal and proud supporter of
Eastern High School, nor the
outstanding record of obtaining
college scholarships for his
athletes, black or white; nor
does one question his personal
views in regard to race re-
lations because an individual's
personal feeling should be
sacrosanct. These consider-
ations are indeed noteworthy
and well accepted. It is believed
and expected that any member
of the EI IS family should show
support and loyalty. However,
there is a question as to the

Dear Editor:
I am writing this letter con-

cerning the article in the Voice
dated February 21st, 1974,
titled Racial Scuffle Stirs
Eastern.

I am a parent who has had
three children attend Eastern
High School.Two have graduated
and the other is a senior who
will graduate this year. He has
played three sports, track, foot-

ball, and basketball. He has let-

tered varsity twelve times. I

have not heard him say any
of the coaches are

I have known Mr. Kercher
since he came to Eastern. He
has always been a fine fellow as
far a9 I'm concerned, and the
statement which they say
was made I refuse to believe a
man of his would
say, because he knows we all are

except for the
Indians.
I d Jr.'t be lieve racial problems

are this bad because we have
black te; chers there, and if

John D. Chalek, Jr.. Gen. Manager

posals to many citizen groups,
asking them to comment in time
to be recorded in the staff re-

ports used by the commission
to make recommendations to
fiscal court. At last the plan-

ners are reaching out to the
people.
Onions to State Sen. EUGENE

P. STUART, who also wins this
week's
award for his claim that a vote
for Gov. Ford's budget is a
vote for racial busing. He thinks
Ford has shortchanged edu-

cation, which prompted Louis-
ville's merger move, which will
require racial busing. Blaming
Ford for busing is, however,
easier than thinking up a ra-
tional alternative to satisfy the
federal courts.
Orchids to State Sen. EUGENE

P. STUART for trying hard to
get Harrods Creek declared a
wild river and thus make it
somewhat more protected from
the ravages of real estate
development.
Onions to the REV. JAMES

BAUGHMAN, pastor oftheMid-dletow- n
Christian Church and

the REV. HOWARD WILLEN,
pastor of the Middletown Uni-

ted Methodist Church, for their
unseemly take-ov- er of last
week's meeting of the Eastern
Area Council. Leading over 30
of their parishioners to the
meeting, they bought up one-doll- ar

memberships in the
EAC that night for the sole pur-
pose of ramming through an

'
anti-busi- ng resolution. Even
allowing for the strong emo-
tions involved, it's not often
one sees such shoddy practices
by those whose business is
ethics and morality.

about Eastern
apparent freedom of a teacher
to verbalize personal racial
views and attitudes, particu-
larly, where it can create an
unhealthy atmosphere.
It is agreeable that school

spirit is very important to the
general atmosphere. Since a
competitive sport is an integral
part of the school program,
a winning team does enhance
school pride, but teacher per-
formance in the classroom and

ethics are also
pertinent to the top quality edu-

cation that EMS is providing
for its students.

To correct any misunder-
standing, the original letter did
not state nor insinuate that all
teachers at Eastern are insen-
sitive to the feelings of minority
young people. Eastern High
School is fortunate in that
it does have a competent and
consciencious staff. The con-

cern now is maintaining this
staff and the high standards
at Eastern through use of that
loyalty, pride, and support.

Arthur Varnado
9205 Seaton Spring Pkwy.

He doubts racial problems

prejudiced.

intelligence

immigrants

professional

it was they would have said
something before now. I am
sure there are some whites
as well as blacks (students)
who think the world owes them
something.

We as parents first should
teach our children to respect
others and carry themselves
in the way that others will res-
pect them.
So you transfer or dismiss a

teacher for a statement some-
one said he made, then next
week another statement and
another teacher is transferred
and the problem is still there.

Now parents and faculty, if
there are any problems of any
kind let's get together and iron
them out and pray to God for
guidance to live, learn, and
worship together in this com-
munity, in this great country
where God has allowed us to
live.

James Edward Jones
1417 N. English Station Rd.

Minister
Editor's note: on Feb. 24, Dr.

Edwin F. Perry, Pastor of the
Broadway Baptist Church on
Brownsboro Road, offered a sermon
on the problem of school busing to
achieve racial integration.

After a general survey of the
problems associated with busing and
expressions of concern for students,
educational personnel and the
quality of education, Dr. Perry
turned to the possibility of Baptists
establishing private schools.

From that point, the sermon is
quoted in its entirety.

By Dr. Edwin F. Perry
Pastor, Broadway Baptist Church

In the first place, the com-
munity is running a fever. The
issue is a controversial one and
people are upset. Words are
being said and statements made
that indicate the presence of
a fevered condition.
Some are talking of running

away to Bullitt County, to Old-
ham County and across the
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enrolling

education.

churches.
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'Well, Harry, are enjoying

benefits of planning and zoning

you all this progress?'

LETTERS
Dear

I refrained from to you
on the Mr. Sexton article
because as I did not attend the
meeting, I felt I did know all
the facts. your
editorial, I still did know all
the true facts.

I do not know Mr. Sexton
personally, but I do know Mr.

and I feel both of these
men are well qualified, and
have that are to be desired
in a lot of school admin-
istrators.
I believe in discipline, and if
some parents would exercise
more of it, then the schools
could get back to teaching, and
that is what they are for
in the first place.
After reading your editorial

on the busing and your
sick cartoon of the Statue of
Liberty, I can assure you that
your paper rates right along
with the Courier Journal as
being biased. I am a new sub-

scriber, and you can bet the
subscription won't be renewed!

I this country was
founded by people who fled Eng-
land because they didn't want
the Church of England telling
them how to worship. Now you
are putting this busing issue to
people like they are fleeing
something. It's just we

and by this I mean
percent of the law-abidi- ng,

tax paying, silent majority of
citizens who are tired of being
backed Into a corner by the
Supreme Idiots, Hot-A- ir Poli-
ticians extreme Civil Righte

Where are our civil
Or they Just count if

you belong to a minority group?
Our school administrators are

opposes anti-busin- g

river to Still others
are in private schools.
This is surely a worthy option
where the schools are
schools and are able to offer
high-lev-el

Others are talking of running
their own This is true
in South Louisville with a
number of Baptist
This plan is unwise in my
ment.
First of all, in the running

of our own schools we must
take serious and responsible
obligations and put them on a
"quickie" schedule. That is to
say, we overreact and begin
from a negative position to

institutions. This is
not a strong position. It is not
recommended. Its history over
the country is not good.
Others are to Frank-

fort or to Washington to seek
relief from the duly
legislative bodies. This is an
appropriate and entirely com-
mendable way to go about
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that don't
want busing,
90

and
Groups.
rights? do

Indiana.

quality

schools.

establish

running

saying just stay calm, and
everything will work out for the

What they really mean, is
give us more tax money, keep
silent, and we'll take your
children, and mix them with the
proper ratio, as if you were
mixing a cake. If it doesn't work,
well so what, there's always a
new batch of children coming
along, and something different
can be tried the next time.

I always believed that anytime
something was crammed down
your throat, it would be re jected

called
Dear Editor:
Your informative article

(Voice-Je- ff ersonain, Feb. 28)
on the NAACP's destruction
for Memphis (now In effect),
has confirmed the majority
population's fears.
Businesses calling to find out

the school situation con-
sidering transferring em-
ployees, shredding all possible
forms of life in the
schools, such as
organizations and athletics,
ripping into family structures

Dear Editor:
As one of members of

the concerned with
what we may anticipate when the
busing decision is put into
effect, this Tetter is to express
my for the various
articles in the Feb. 28 edition'

Dr. Edwin F. Perry

ad

before

seeking change on the part of
any citizen or any group of
citizens.
Yet, others are running in cir- -

rnr,

pronto by your stomach. If this
court ordered busing comes
about, I truly believe it will
set cooperation between the
races back twenty years. I also
believe the silent majority is

to be heard from, and
Louisville will have something
other than the Kentucky Derby
to be famous for.

Robert Crawford
8815 Tranquil Valley Lane
Jeffersontown

'un-America- n'

by brothers and sis-
ters and encouraging taxpayers
to drop from the public school
rolls, thus discouraging fin-ani- cal

and personal support.
I couldn't help but notice the

striking similarity to the
NAACP's plan for community
and family-un- it destruction In
Memphis, to another very

Organization. Or, are
they one and the same?

Mrs. Daniel E. Bosler
4037 Brookfield Ave.

here we in 1980,

wise 1974.

How do like

traits

. . . about racial busing

best.

NAACP

plan

.

community
parent-scho- ol

Reader praises Memphis report

many
community

appreciation

about

separating

of The Voice-Jeffersoni- an. Your
articles were an outstanding
example of responsible and val-
uable journalism. Thank you
very much.

Joseph B. Helm
4201 Maryknoll Lane

schools
cles. They simply do not know.
They are perplexed and find
themselves without adequate
answers.
What can we do? What can we

do as Christians in this given
situation?

A. We can guard our attitudes.
The Sermon On The Mount is
a study in attitudes. It contains
what Christian people generally
believe to be the very heart of
the teachings of Christ. The es-

sence of the sermon lies in
its probing past the act to the
past of attitude. This is a key

' word to the present crisis:
attitude.

B. We need to get the facts. No
person has the right to an
opinion who neglects to try to
get the facts in a given situation.
Emotion alone should not deter-
mine one's position on such an
important matter.

C. Do not panic. So many of
us overreact to things that
involve us as closely and deeply
as this. A calm, considerate
and reasonable view is needful.

D. We need to express our real
feelings. But, we need to do
this in a responsible way. As
we express our real feelings we
will wish to avoid hurting
others. We surely do not wish
to build ourselves up by tearing
others down. All citizens are
involved and need to have con-

sideration expressed honestly
and openly.

E. This is an opportunity to
teach our children and others
how we face tension and crisis.
Nothing more important will
come out of this time of tension
than what our family members
and close friends see in us
regarding our own attitude and
reaction. How are you handling
it? What are you teaching to your
own children?

F. We need to work within the
system. In so far as we can we
need to avoid civil disobedience
in act or in attitude. As a matter
of fact, a number of persons
who severely criticized young
men for refusing induction in
the military selective service to
go to Vietnam, are using some-
what the same language them-
selves regarding the edu-
cational selective service fac-
ing usin our community now.

Further, until the community
receives additional word from
the courts, I can say what I
plan to do and what I recom-
mend to you.

I plan to give support to those
who are doing a thankless job,
our fleeted officials in all the
school districts.
Our administrators and staff

persons are spending long and
difficult hours in contingency
planning, seeking to bring about
order and direction, purpose
and projection, in a difficult
situation. These people need our
support, not our opposition.

We all look forward to a time
when a better and more enduring
answer will be found for this
kind of larger community edu-
cation program. We work and
pray for that time when true
equity for all citizens can be
had in keeping with justice and
the educational needs of all our
people.

If and when in September there
should come to pass a heavy
cross-distri- ct busing I will then
turn in my own attitude to the
example set by a Baptist church
in Texas. That church was faced
with somewhat the same
situation as we have here.
As a result, pastor, deacons
and other responsible persons
in the congregation volunteered
to the school authorities to ride
buses, or to walk the hallways,
or to do any reasonable help
desired from them as citizens,
parents and religious leaders.

That attitude speaks to the
Christian dynamic. In this man-
ner I believe that one does come
to terms with Jesus' question:
"What do ye more than others?"

About letters .
We really want your letter.

To injure timely publication, we
have two bits of advice. First, ar-
range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the week you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We
have a mail slot in our office door
for 24-ho- delivery and urge you s
to use it

Second, we do not normally pub-
lish anonymous letters, form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media.

Letters must be signed with the
name and address of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
enly in unusual circumstances after
consultation with the editor. Letters
ore subject to editing to avoid libel
or to fit our limited space.


