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IndexGOP campaign
Romney running ahead
of Gingrich one day
before Florida primary.
Page 7A

Living
Music fans fill WKU’s 
Van Meter Hall for 
annual PRISM Concert.
Page 1B
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COMING UP

BGHS students fix discarded
school computers to give to
families who don’t have one.
See Tuesday’s Learning.

Helping out
SPORTS

AFC uses second-half surge
to knock off NFC 59-41 
during annual Pro Bowl.
Page 3B

High scoring

Lawmakers rush to co-sponsor bill
By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Legislation that
would require welfare recipients to be
tested for drug use is gaining popularity
among Kentucky lawmakers, more than
50 of whom have signed on as co-spon-
sors.

It doesn’t matter that the measure
stands little chance of passing into law. In
a legislative election year, incumbents
want their names on proposals that tend
to be popular with blue-collar voters, as
this one is.

“Everybody says they’re for it,” said
state Rep. Lonnie Napier, the Lancaster
Republican who has been pushing the

measure for the past two years. “I can’t
go anywhere unless I’m stopped by peo-
ple, and they tell me they support that bill
and ask, ‘How can I help you?’ ”

Napier, a relentless cheerleader for the
proposal, said businesses typically
require employees to pass a drug screen-
ing. Why, he asks, would welfare recipi-
ents not be held to the same standard?

Legislation was filed in 36 states last
year, but passed only in Arizona, Florida
and Missouri. Florida is under a federal
court injunction that’s blocking implemen-
tation of the drug-testing program there.

So far this year, measures have been
introduced in 24 states that would require
testing of people receiving Temporary

Assistance to Needy Families. In 14
states, the proposals would require test-
ing of people receiving any type of wel-
fare assistance, including food stamps.

Few are likely to pass, including the
one in Kentucky that is expected to be
quashed by state Rep. Tom Burch, chair-
man of the House Health and Welfare
Committee. Burch said he didn’t allow a
vote on the proposal in his committee last
year, and he said he had no intention of
relenting this time around.

The Louisville Democrat said the bill
unfairly targets the neediest of Kentucky
residents – single mothers and children
who depend on welfare programs for sur-
vival.

“I don’t think much of it,” Burch said.
“There’s nothing in the bill that protects
the child. All it does is single out poor
people. I wanted to amend it so that every
business that takes state or federal money

has their employees checked twice a year
in order for them to continue to qualify.
That’s the only way I’d ever let that bill
out.”

DRUG TESTING OF WELFARE RECIPIENTS

More than 50 legislators are co-sponsors, but committee chairman likely won’t allow a vote “There’s nothing in the bill that protects the
child. All it does is single out poor people. I
wanted to amend it so that every business
that takes state or federal money has their
employees checked twice a year in order for
them to continue to qualify. That’s the only
way I’d ever let that bill out.”

STATE REP. TOM BURCH
Chairman of the House Health and Welfare Committee

See NAPIER, 6A

CHILDREN TAKE CENTER STAGE Groups plan
activities 
to recognize
black history 
By ALYSSA HARVEY
The Daily News
aharvey@bgdailynews.com/783-3257

Several organizations and churches are planning
Black History Month activities for February.

Among them is the Parker-Bennett Community
Center, which will offer games and trivia related to his-
torical black figures at 4 p.m. each Thursday in Febru-
ary.

In addition, “we’ll be creating a large stamp that will
be pictures, historical places and events,” said James
Varner, Parker-Bennett Community Center coordina-
tor, who said organizers hope to involve other commu-
nity agencies in the program as well.Varner said it is
important for children to learn about black history.

“In order to know where you’re going, you’ve got to
know where you’ve been. Ninety-nine percent of the
kids we have are African-American,” he said. “They
need to know their heritage. They need to know their
history. It should be taught in more than just February.”

Western Kentucky University will host several
Black History Month events, including one at 7 p.m.
Feb. 21 at Downing University Center, Room 224,
which will feature actor and author Hill Harper. The
program will be presented by the WKU Black History
Celebration and Cultural Preservation Committee,

By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

For nearly 10 years, Ms. Annie’s Place has distrib-
uted clothing and other essentials to the needy in the
Bowling Green community. 

That concept has traveled from
Bowling Green to South Carolina,
resulting in the opening of a distri-
bution center by The Housing
Authority of the City of
Charleston, S.C., that is named for
the housing authority here.

Abraham’s Closet, named in
recognition of Housing Authority
of Bowling Green Executive
Director Abraham Williams,
opened last week. Donald
Cameron, president and CEO of
Charleston’s housing authority, has known Williams
for about 20 years.

Housing authority’s
Williams honored
in South Carolina

ABRAHAM WILLIAMS
Housing Authority 
of Bowling Green

Pete Rodman/Daily News
Trent McCoy, 12, of Richardsville, auditions Sunday for the 2012 Kidz on Stage production at the Capitol Arts
Center. Trent’s special talent is the ability to take any date of any year and tell what day of the week it falls on.
“I call him the human calendar,” his mother, Laura, said. 

By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

The first step toward identify-
ing some of the most talented
children in the area was taken
Sunday afternoon at the Capitol
Arts Center.

One by one, youngsters took
the stage to audition for this
year’s Kidz on Stage competi-
tion, formerly known as Funniest
Kids Around. Some took their
best shot by singing a Justin
Bieber song, others played the
violin. Some brought original
skits or routines.

Trent McCoy, 12, of
Richardsville, took the stage with

a cardboard
c a l e n d a r
draped on
his body.
Then his
m o t h e r ,
L a u r a
M c C o y ,
asked the
judges for
past dates.

T r e n t ,
with a little
thought but
no hesita-
tion, identi-
fied the day

of the week on which the date
occurred. Laura McCoy isn’t
sure how Trent acquired the tal-
ent or how exactly he figures it
all out.

“He can’t tell you,” Laura
McCoy said. “But if it deals with
a number, he wants in on it.”

At first, Trent could only do
recent dates, but he has gone as
far back as 1825 and identified
them correctly.

As the event continued, orga-
nizers scurried contestants
through their acts thanks to a
packed lobby of kids waiting to
audition.

Carol Miller, chairwoman for
the event and a member of its
sponsor, the Family Enrichment
Center, said organizers expected
about 50 kids to audition.

This year, the format was
altered by opening it up as more
of a talent show, rather than sim-
ply for children with stand-up
comedy routines.

“We just thought we could
give more kids an opportunity to
participate and we were looking
for a little change to get more
kids involved,” Miller said.

She wasn’t sure how many

Kids showcase various talents during auditions for variety show

See KIDZ ON STAGE, 6A

WHAT:
Kidz on Stage

WHEN:
Feb. 18. 

Participants will
arrive by limo 
at 6:30 p.m.

WHERE:
Capitol Arts 

Center

COST:
$5 for adults

See ABRAHAM’S CLOSET, 6A

New facility named Abraham’s Closet

See HARPER, 6A


