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HAND-CARVE- D BARN, hand-carv- ed farmer, and hand --

carved animals and rail fence. . . This is one of many
eastern Kentucky crafts which can be purchased through
Hill 'N' Hollow Crafts in Whitesburg. This particular
work was done by Letcher West. (EAGLE photo)
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By JAMES RIDGEWAY

WASHINGTON-- - Nixon's EPA administrator,
William Ruckelshaus, virtually wrote the water
pollution legislation which the White House now
hopes to kill or gut in the House Public Works
Committee. The legislation -- - which gives the
federal government, not the states, authority to set
effluent standards -- - passed the Senate without one
dissenting vote.

Ruckelshaus had appeared at executive sessions of
Muskie's Senate Public Works Subcommittee to tell
the members what he wanted in the way of a bill.
The committee thereupon wrcte legislation along the
lines Ruckelshaus had suggested. Before the bill was
passed, state water pollution control officials, fearing
an incursion by the federal government into their
territory, began a massive lobbying operation.
Under the leadership of Henry Diamond, New York's
environmental chief, they deluged the capitol with
letters and telegrams in opposition. Throughout,
the electric utilities argued vigorously against the
legislation (one of their main lobbyists is John
Adams, a lawyer with the Washington branch of
Supreme Court norrnee Powell's law firm he was
representing Virginia Electric Power). None of
this had any influence on the Senate, which passed
the bill 86-- 0 on November 2.

At that point the White House jumped in, taking up
for the state water pollution control men and rallying
support behind the banner of States' Rights. John
Ehrlichman, John Whltaker and the minority members
of the House Public Works Committee got together to
figure out how the measure could be gutted before it
emerges from that committee. Russell Train,
chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality,
was trotted out to repudiate Ruckelshaus, and
Ruckelshaus himself went to the White House for a
meeting with Ehrlichman. The plan it to weaken
the measure in House Public Works. The committee
chairman, John Blatnik, a Minnesota liberal, is

a long-tim- e anti -- pollution supporter, but the steel
companies are important in his district and he is
without great influence on the committee, which is

still a porkbarrel operation.
If past experience is any guide, the administration

may succeed in gutting trie legislation in House

Letters to the Editor
Christmas prayers
To the editor:

Your readers may be in-

terested in the symbol adopt-

ed this year by the Campus
Friends of the Pike County
Citizens' Association. It
consists of a mountain stripped
for its coal and a green fist
rising out of the mountain.
This symbolizes the anger
and determination of the
people in their fight against
strip mining.

A major action in this
fight will be ehld on the 24th
of December in Beti lehem,
Pennsylvania at the offices
of the Bethlehem Steel Corp.
There Christman Eve services
will be held and Christians
across the land will be asked
to join with us as we pray for
Stewart Cort and Bethlehem
Steel to see the error of their
ways and to stop their de-

struction of our land. Simul-
taneous services will behe!d
in Frankfort on Dec. 24.

Then on January 4 the battle
will continue in Frankfort
with the convening of the
legislature. The Campus
Friends will be there along
with other Kentuckians in-

terested in meeting their
legislate and speaking with
them on the problems of strip
mining. In order to make
strip mining the legislative
issue it should be, concern-
ed Kentuckians should come
to Frankfort on January 4.

The time is now let's
do something!

Wade Crabb
University Station
Lexington, Ky.

Kingdom Come
To the Editor:

Looks as if all the people on
Linefork have lost all hope of

ever getting a new school at
Kingdom Come Settlement.
We used to have a good school,
and still have a good school if
they would just tlx it up. They
could use the money that it is
costing to transport the chil-
dren to two different high
schools. They could use that
money on our school, and put
it in good shape.

Just now many of them would
like to see their kids and grand-

children get out before day-

light and stand beside the road
in the rain and snow to catch a
bus to take them 40 miles to
school?

We used to have a good ball
team at K.C.S. until they took
our high school. Some of the
coaches came over here and
begged the boys to go to the
Whitesburg school. They pro-

mised them free transporta-
tion and board. Some of the
boys went, but a lot of them
just quit school when they
moved our school.

I know of one bus that makes
two trips a day, about 12
miles each way, without a

child on it. Don't you know
that costs something to run
that bus that far each way emp-
ty. The people of Linefork
blame the officials with this.
I guess they see now where
they made their mistake of
moving our school. It was
one of the oldest in the count-
y-

They sure get what they want
in Whitesburg, but we get no-

thing.
I haven't seen a Deputy on

Linefork since the election.

FITZHUGH HALCOMB
Linefork, Ky.

Nixon, advisor disagree
Public Works, then lose out in tough bargaining
sessions within the House-Sena- te conference, where
Democrats led byMuskiewill almost surely unite to
turn pollution into an election issue.

Muskie, incidentally, has pretty much reversed
himself on pollution, and the current bill is a great
improvement on legislation he previously sponsored.
One set of statistics alone tells the failure of all the
supposed efforts to halt water pollution: In 1965
the Congress passed legislation establishing, for the
first time, federal water quality standards. The
government was to establish criteria. The states
would set standards based on the criteria, and the
government then would approve and adopt the
standards. Six years later, Muskie himself now
admits, only half the states have federal approved
water qvality standards.

THE GIL DAILY, gas and oil trade sheet, recently
reported that Secretary of Interior Morton is planning
a first lease sale of oil off the East Coast in the
Atlantic by the middle of 1972 -- - not 1975 as
previously expected. The choice spot for the first
sale would be in the Baltimore Canyon, running from
New Jersey to the tip of the Delaware-Maryland-Virgi-

peninsula, and perhaps as far south as

North Carolina. Leasing of another section, along
Georges Bank, probably will wait until much later,
because of the international problems involved,
according to the paper.

Oil Daily goes on to point out that the state of
Delaware may have thrown a monkeywrench into
developments by passing a law banning development
of refining --petrochemical operations off its coast.
The governor signed this legislation over the stren-

uous objections of Commerce Secretary Stans. At
the time, nobody realized this proposed superport
operation was to be built in anticipation of operations
along the East Coast. It was generally thought to be
a trans-shipme- nt point for oil and coal coming in
from abroad -- - and, in the case of coal, going out
to Japan.

Every member of the House of Representatives
with districts along the Atlantic seaboard has by now

gone on record against drilling.
Mirton promptly denied the Oil Daily report,
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Sewer system
contracted

Construction work will begin
next spring on the extension
of the Whitesburg water and
sewer systems and installa
tion of a new sewage treat
ment plant here.

City officials signed the :on-tra- ct

with McCord Construction
Co. of Louisville, but indicat-
ed that because of delays in
obtaining necessary equipment,
no work order will be issued un-

til early spring. The work Is
expected to be completed with-

in six months after it begins.
The $450, 400 project will be

financed by grants totaling
$320, 400 from the federal Ec-

onomic Development Admin-
istration and Environmental
Protection Agency and by a

loan of $130, 000 from the fed-

eral Farmers Home Adminis-
tration.

Fire damage
Fire broke out Tuesday night

at the Fashion Boutique, a shop
located in the original Whites-
burg Warehouse building on
Madison Ave. in Whitesburg.
Whitesburg Fire Chief Phil

Bowen said a short in the
wiring of a light fixture star-
ted the blaze, which burned
through a number of rafters in
the ceiling and caused about
$2500. 00 worth of damage to
the shop and merchandise be-

longing to Mrs. Freida Romine.
Mrs. Romine plans to start

business again as soon as the
damage has been repaired.

The Duilding is owned by
Herman Combs.

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE welcomes expressions of opinion
from its readers. Letters must be signed, but names will
be withheld on request. When the writer is not known to
the newspaper, names are checked with the postoffice
from which the letter was mailed to insure authenticity.
Letters should be kept as short as possible; The Mountain
Eagle reserves the right to edit letters as necessary.

claiming the department must first survey
environmental problems before letting leases. He
went on to say that "it is quite obvious that we
could not possibly take any action on exploratory
drilling for a couple of years. "

But a hint of what is to come is contained in
legislation sponsored by Congressman Edward
Garmatz, chairman at the House Merchant
Marine Committee. The legislation would
establish marine sanctuaries along the East Coast.
It may be the first offering by the oil men to
conservationists part of a strategy aimed at
securing control of parts of the coast.

UNDER PRESIDENT NIXON'S price freeze program,
electric utilities are expected to raise their rates by
three or four billion dollars. The theory is that
utilities should be exempted from the freeze because
they are regulated. In protesting this exemption.
Senator Lee Metcalf pointed out that 26 of the 184
major electric utilities which serve residential cus-

tomers earned more than 1 5 per cent on their
common stock last year, yet many of them have
rate increases pending. Investor --owned electric
utilities spent seven times as much on advertising
and sales promotion last year -- - despite their
monopoly position and the energy shortage --- as

they spent on research and development -- - even
though research and development costs are fully
recoverable.

IT WAS WILLIAM REHNQUIST who wrote the memo-
randa counseling the President to go ahead and under-
write the Perm Central when it foundered. Rehnquist
argued that the underwriting was appropriate in the
interests of national defense. Nixon took this good
counsel and was prepared to go ahead and bail out
the railroad until he had an unexpected conversation
with David Packard, the Undersecretary of Defense.
Packard, an astute West Coast businessman, told
Nixon he would go along and do his bidding, but the
President should know that Packard thought the Perm
Central was a bum deal. Stunned, Nixon spent the
day on the phone calling up and down the East Coast.
He discovered that the Perm Central was a lemon and
discarded Rehnquist's sound advice.


