
Independent
The W W W . D A I LY I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41101 ©                               WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 2012                          50 CENTS DAILY/$1.50 SUNDAY

IN
D
EX

Page designed / edited by Adam VanKirk
avankirk@dailyindependent.com

To subscribe to The Independent
call 326-2674 or (800) 955-5860

TODAY’S WEATHER
HIGH ....82
LOW ....55

FULL
FORECAST,
PAGE A10

BUSINESS............................A8
CLASSIFIED......................B8-11
COMICS................................B7
DEATHS................................A4
NATION ............................A5-7

REGION ................................A3
OPINION ..............................A8
SPORTS..............................B1-4
TV/ADVICE ..........................B6
WORLD ................................A7

By KENNETH HART
and TIM PRESTON
The Independent

The fiscal courts of  Boyd
and Carter counties on
Tuesday both gave prelimi-
nary approval to legislation
that would result in signifi-
cant changes in the way jails
in each of  the two counties
are overseen and operated.

The courts approved first

readings of  identical ordi-
nances establishing a re-
gional jail authority and an
interlocal agreement be-
tween the two counties re-
lating to the operation of the
authority.

Boyd approved both meas-
ures unanimously, with
county Commissioner Carl
Tolliver abstaining on both

Regional 
jail gets 
approval

By TIM PRESTON
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The Independent

Not surprisingly, the jail-
ers of Boyd and Carter were
unhappy with the plan to
create a regional jail author-
ity that was given tentative
approval by the respective

counties’ fiscal courts on
Tuesday. 

Boyd Jailer Joe Burchett
and Carter Jailer R.W. Boggs
both said they saw the pro-
posal as little more than a
politically motivated power
grab.

Jailers: Move
politically
motivated
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ASHLANDA collection of
more than 150 military fig-
urines by Ballantynes of
Walker will be among the
many exhibits on display
as part of  the second an-
nual Veterans Apprecia-
tion Weekend at the High-
lands Museum and Dis-
covery Center.

Museum curator
Heather Akers said the
“very valuable” collection
was offered anonymously
by a local collector as a
way of  expressing his ap-
preciation for the service
of veterans.

“This weekend is all
about our local veterans,
but this collection brings
a broader spectrum
across the span of  time,”
Akers said, noting the fig-
urines depict warrior
themes ranging from
Irish myths to modern ex-
periences in Afghanistan.
The collection includes
many British military
scenes, as well as depic-
tions of  soldiers who
earned the Victoria Cross

“for valor in the face of
the enemy.”

The sculpted scenes ac-
centuate an already im-
pressive display of  uni-
forms, photos, weapons

and documents gathered
for the weekend exhibit.

“We have almost our en-
tire collection of uniforms
out,” Akers said, adding
visiting veterans, their
families and others who
support the U.S. military
will also enjoy an up-close
look at the Medal of Honor
on loan from the late Jack
Collier’s family, as well as
a large collection of  war-
era posters and black-and-
white photos that capture
the essence of  downtown
Ashland during the 1940s.

While past events hon-
oring local veterans have
been primarily focused on
those who served during
World War II, Akers said
this year’s appreciation
event will be geared to-
ward veterans of conflicts
past and present.

“We are trying to honor
all veterans, even our
more recent ones by hav-
ing the VA Hospital have
their ‘Welcome Home’
event here at the museum
on Saturday,” Akers said.

All activities are free for

Compelling

figures
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CATLETTSBURG Incumbent Linda
Kay Baker faces challenger Kipp
Barker in the primary race for
Boyd circuit clerk on May 22.

The winner in the primary race
will run unopposed in November; no
Republican has filed for the office.

Baker has had the office since
being appointed in 2006, when for-
mer Clerk Nancy K. Arthur re-
tired. She was elected to her first
full term that November. Previous-
ly she was chief  deputy clerk, a
post she was promoted to in 2001.

Baker has worked in the office
since 1979, initially hiring on as a
temporary.

Barker is running for office for
the first time. A Rowan County na-
tive, he was a Morehead State Uni-
versity police officer and then a

Rowan County deputy before com-
ing to Ashland and taking a posi-
tion with a local insurance agency.
He has been in that business for 15
years.

Circuit clerk winner will run unopposed
Incumbent Baker to face challenge from Barker; no Republican filed for office

Veterans to
be honored
through
display at
museum

With Boyd and Carter 
final OKs, new agency
would be formed to
oversee operations
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Carter County Jailer R.W. Boggs addresses Carter Fiscal Court
members about a proposal for a regional jail on Tuesday.
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ABOVE: Highlands Museum and Discovery Center curator Heather Akers inspects one of more than 150 figurines
reflecting historic moments in military history. They are part of a collection for this weekend’s Veterans Appreci-
ation Weekend at the museum. BELOW: More from the collection.

“This weekend is all about our local veterans.”
Heather Akers, Highlands Museum and Discovery Center curator 
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