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Gratitude for help
with local effort

On behalf of the Board of
Directors of SpringHaven Inc.
I want to thank everyone who
helped make “An Evening
with Amy Roloff” such a suc-
cess. First and foremost, a big
thanks goes to Grace Heart-
land Church for allowing us to
hold the event there. Marty
Fulkerson, the staff and Praise
and Worship Team were so
professional and helpful.
Thanks to Steve for the cookies
and brownies and Arnold
Myers for the delicious coffee.
There are not words to express

how much we appreciate you.
Many others helped to

make the event possible. First
Christian Church had a musi-
cal fundraiser and donated the
proceeds to SpringHaven. The
Hampton Inn provided a room
for Amy Roloff. Wright Legacy
Group provided printing and
newspaper advertising. Thanks
also to the following; Owsley
Chiropractic, The Cecilian
Bank, Bluegrass Cellular,
Wilson Muir Bank, Speakers
With Spark, Brown Funeral
Home, Etown Exterminating,
Bluegrass Tank & Equipment,
Kerr Office Plus, Kentucky
Farm Bureau, Transportation
Management Systems, LLC,

Pepsi, Dr. Michael and Susan
Nethers, Joe & Marie Deaton,
Lonneman, Blair, Logsdon &
Burnette PLLC, and Susan
Pawley. Also, thanks to every-
one who donated a door prize.
Price Less Foods, Tony York’s
on Main, Belk’s, Hammer &
Van Zant DMD, WQXE,
Denise Stewart, Angie Bryan,
Mary Hall, Beef O’Brady’s,
Kentucky Neighborhood Bank.
And finally, we appreciate The
News-Enterprise covering the
event.  

Sharon Post
President, Board of

Directors
SpringHaven Inc.

In 2011, 715 people lost
their lives on Kentucky
roadways, according to the
Kentucky Fatality Analysis
Reporting System. Of those
61 were motorcyclists in-
cluding 34 not wearing hel-
mets. The previous year, na-
tional statistics show 4,502
people died in crashes in-
volving motorcycles.

Although the market for
motorcycles in the U.S. de-
clined in 2009 because of
the recession, sales numbers
were back up during the
first quarter of 2011 thanks,
in large part, to retiring
Baby Boomers. The average
age of riders is inching up-
ward, with more and more
riders getting back on a bike
or becoming a first-time mo-
torcyclist in their 50s and
60s.

Soaring gasoline prices
also are contributing to in-
creased ridership. The aver-
age miles per gallon
achieved on two wheels
hovers around 56. Broaden
the definition of “motorcy-
cle” to include a class of
Vespa-like scooters, and the
average fuel economy is 85
mpg.

Any two-wheeled mode
of transportation is at a
higher risk in traffic with au-
tomobiles. Not surprisingly,
two-thirds of all motorcycle
collisions are caused when a
passenger vehicle does not
yield right of way to the rid-
er. Motorcycle crashes are
statistically more likely to
occur on weekends or holi-
days and in many cases
there is alcohol involved.

Kentucky’s adult motor-
cycle riders enjoy the free-
dom of not wearing a hel-
met, which most expect
would translate into more
fatalities. When comparing
statistics from “helmet” law
to “non-helmet” law states,
the death rate are similar.

Some facts don’t change.
More than 70 percent of fa-
tal motorcycle crashes that
involve two vehicles were
front-end collisions. Also, 41
percent of these crashes
happen when the vehicle is
turning left and the motor-
cycle is traveling straight,
passing, or overtaking the
vehicle. Motorcyclists are 37
times more likely to die

than occupants of a motor
vehicle in traffic crashes.

So what do all of these
statistics really say? Every-
one needs to be more aware
and more responsible for
each other’s safety.

Motorcyclists have the re-
sponsibility of riding defen-
sively, not to take anything
for granted, wear a helmet
and pay attention when
traveling through intersec-
tions or passing a vehicle.

Vehicle drivers need to
remember there are more
and more motorcycles on
the road today and with
gasoline prices continuing to
rise that number will grow
even larger. Motorcyclists
have the same rights to the
road as a car, so give them
space and look for them.

If you’re a new rider,
haven’t ridden in a long
time or maybe you just want
to minimize your risk of in-
jury, you have options in
Hardin County.

Elizabethtown Commun-
ity and Technical College of-
fers a three-day educational
course. The Kentucky
Driving School offers train-
ing for motorcyclists and
training materials are avail-
able from the circuit clerk’s
office inside the standard
operator’s manual.

Road tests for motorcycle
licenses become more strin-
gent beginning May 1. A
four-part test developed by
the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation soon will re-
place the present skills test.
To acquire a license, bikers
will be required to demon-
strate a left turn and stop,
cone weave and right turn
from a stop, a quick stop
and obstacle swerve.

Motorcycle safety is
something that we all need
to give more attention in or-
der to make Kentucky’s
roads safer.

Remember a person on a
motorcycle is someone’s
best friend, relative, neigh-
bor, husband, wife or child.
Most of all, the biker is
someone that somebody de-
pends on and loves.

Let’s all do our part to
prove that motorcycle safety
can improve.

Road collisions
a universal issue
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Lady Volunteers coach
Summit remains a winner

I N OT H E R V I E W S

During her 38 years as
coach for the University of
Tennessee Lady Vols, Pat
Summitt took her team to
more wins than any other
coach — man or woman — in
NCAA college basketball histo-
ry.

Saying it had been “a great
ride,” Summitt announced
Thursday that she would step
down as head coach and turn
over the program to her long-
time assistant Holly Warlick.

Summitt will become
Tennessee’s new “head coach
emeritus.” University officials
announced she would still re-
ceive the $1 million bonus she
was due once she coached her
40th season.

She will focus on her health
but will also assist with recruit-
ing and will keep a critical eye
on practices and analyze
games.

In front of a crowd of about
200 fans, faculty and friends,
Summitt spoke on the basket-
ball court named for her, stress-
ing that she knew it was time
and that the team would be in
“great hands” with Warlick,
whom she called a great coach.

“You know, it’s never a good
time, but you have to find the
time that you think is the right
time,” she said. “And that is
now.”

Just eight months ago,
Summitt announced that she
had been diagnosed with early
onset dementia, Alzheimer’s
type. She will turn 60 in June.
She’s still, by all accounts, the
same person colleagues and
players past and present know
as an inspiration, have been
proud to have worked along-
side and played for — the same
strong and still smiling woman
who took the team to eight na-
tional titles.

Even officials and others
who have been on the receiv-
ing end of her icy stare ac-
knowledge that her dedication
to her team and the game was
— and still is — legendary.

Knowing her retirement was
inevitable didn’t make it any
easier — not for her or the
young women who learned as
much about being successful in
life as playing a winning game
under her direction. And de-
spite her efforts to “show peo-
ple that it was possible to func-

tion, even in the face of de-
mentia and Alzheimer’s,” the
decision to step aside was hers
alone, and typical, thinking first
of what’s best the program that
she built over the years.
Summitt is being awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the nation’s highest civilian
honor, later this year for her
basketball genius and, said
President Barack Obama, for
her willingness to “speak so
openly and courageously about
her battle with Alzheimer’s.”

But Summitt is more than a
winning coach, more than a
role model for athletes every-
where, no matter the sport,
whatever their gender. Pat
Summitt has a darned good
record as a human being. And
her courage in the face of a
devastating illness has made
her even more impressive.

Summitt said it was “a privi-
lege” to have coached the Lady
Vols. Her players might say the
privilege was all theirs.

— Scripps Howard News
Service


