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Housing project gets

$619,409 in funds
Bids on construction may be taken
within 120 to 160 days, officials say

Whlteiburg't propowd public
homing project has been ap-

proved by Washington officials
who have made $619,409

to cover the program
costs.

Approval of the 40-u- nlt project
was announced by Public Housing
Agency Commissioner Mario C.

Locally, Housing Commission
Chairman Fred Coffey said he
expects actual construction to
get started possibly by late fall
and certainly by the first of the
year.

Coffey and Housing Commission
Director Don Brown said Com-
missioner McQuire's action clears
the way for 'the project archi-
tects, McLoney, Tune and Clark,
of Lexington, to go ahead with .
completion of final plans for the
buildings. The firm, they add-

ed, is well advanced in plan-
ning, and it is likely that the
project can be advertised for bids
on construction from contractors
within some 120 to 160 days.

The project will be located in
West whitesburg on what is known
as the old W. G. Caudlll, now
the Burley Hale, farm, plus ad-

joining land in what was once
calledthe Lewis addition No. 2.
The tract runs westward from

Street and lies between
the Whitco Road And Ky. 15.

All the buildings will De duplex
units, ranging In size from one
to four bedrooms each, Brown
said. The single bedroom units
will be reserved exclusively for
elderly persons. There will be
eight such units for the elderly,
and 32 others for general hous-

ing.
Brown said persons who now live

in the project area and who will
be forced to vacate their present
homes to make way for the new

Cloud City work
moves forward

Letcher County's Cloud City
project moved ahead on several
fronts this past week.

Developments included:
1. The signing of an option on

an additional 900 acres, bringing
the total amount of optioned
property to approximately 3, 000
acres or about half the desired
amount.

2. A meeting of 21 Letcher
County.mini sters ofmany differ-
ent faiths who gathered to hear
an explanation of the project and
in general expressed support of
the plan.

3. Receipt of a proposed con-

tract from three landscape acrhi-ite- ct,

engineering and archi-
tectural firms who propeted to
join together, design ana super-
vise construction of Cloud City.

The ministess met at Pine
Mountain Motel to hear Paul
Hadley, Frankfort, assistant to
the commissioner of the state
department of commerce. Had-
ley told the miniKen that the
ptoposed major tourist resort cen-

ter could well be the most im-
portant single development in
the history of Eastern Kentucky,

Mfilar Baptist minister Ray
Camas exptiwsid confidence in
the project. Collins, in private

buildings will have first priority
if they desire to rent one of the
units and live within the project.

Second priority will go to vet-

erans who can demonstrate they
are now housed in unsightly, un-

desirable substandard housing,
Brown added.

The third priority group will be
members of the general public
who now are housed in substand-
ard structures, he added.

Brown said the housing com-
mission still has many details to
work out in connection with the
project and has not yet deter-
mined what monthly rental will
be charged. However , he said
rent probably will be 20 per cent
of the renters gross Income.

Minimum rent is expected to
be somewhere around $20 to $25
monthly and the maximum
somewhere around $40 to $60 a
month.

Brown said the units will be of
masonry construction. Some
may be faced with brick, others
with stucco or stone, he said.

Approval of the housing project
climaxed an eignt year Whites-
burg effort to 'qualify itself for
various federal aid programs,
including public housing and
urban renewal.
' Former Mayor Arthur Banks tint
inaugurated planning and zoning
in whitesburg about eight yean
ago with public housing as one
of the intended goals.

The project has been contin-
ued through the yean through
die combined efforts of Mayor
Ferdlnana Moore, numerous city
counclime and memben of the
planning ai. zoning commission
and thenouslng commission, un-

der the continuing leadership of
Planning Commission Chairman
Paul Vermillion and Housing '
Commission Chairman Coffey.

life active in sereval Royal
Crown Bottling Plants, said he
goes frequently to Gatlinburg,
Term., for business meetings and
vacations. Every day he is there
he sees thousands of tourists
spending ap average of $30 a day
for food, lodging, amusements,
etc. Cloud City coulf offer ev-
erything Gatlinburg had to offer
and go them one better because
"loud City had the best site with
he best view, Collins said.
The. ministen elected Collins

ind Jenkins Methodist minister
f. H. Finch as their representa-
tives on the Cloud City advisory
board, which is headed by Cos
sie Quillen, president . of the
Whitesburg Chamber of Com-
merce;

Hadley explained details of the
proposed architectural and engi-
neering
neering contract to a meeting of
Cloud City directors.

Hadley said he was tremendous-
ly pleased that the "biggest and
best" firm of landscape architects,
in the midwest had agreed to
work on the project, aiong with
the "best young architect in
Kentucky" aril an outstanding
firm of engineers. ,

(continued on Page 30)

kyJBk ikRay Collins, of the Stuart Robinson committee and president of the Whitesburg
Rotary Club, presided at a luncheon at Letcher School honoring memben of a site selection
team from the Unlvenlty of Kentucky, which is trying to choose a site on the Hazard-Black- ey

area for a new community college to be established bv ITK.

UK team inspects Blackey site
A survey team from the Univer-

sity of Kentucky came to Black-
ey this week to evaluate the
Stuart Robinson school campus as
a proposed site for a community
college.

The committee looked over 70
acres of land and several build-
ings but left without expressing
any sentiment other than that It
would make as "unbiased, honest
and professional 'a survey as we
can.

At issue Is the location of one
of a chain of community colleges
to be under supervision of the

set up by the 1962 leg-
islature. The legislature direct-
ed that a college be located in
the "Blackey-Hazar- d area" but
did not specity where the campus
should be.

Letcher County residents had
been working for several yean to
get a junior college on the old
campus at Blackey and last winter
penuaded the Presbyterian
Church, which owns the prop-

erty, to agree to donate it for
such a use.

Hazard residents, meanwhile,
have found a site near them and
offered it to the University as a
community college campus.
The survey team inspected the
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Hazard site Monady, and tne
Hazard Herald reported they
were there also.

Supporten of the movement for
a college here said they do not
know when the committee report
can be expected, but estimates
range from six weeks to several
months.

Dr. R. D. Johnson, chairman
of die site team, emphasized
that some studies will be required
which will take some time to
complete.

Gov. Bert Combs has said em-

phatically that the college will
be located In Letcher County as
long as he has anything to do
with It. He did not, however,
ipecify where within the county.

The site team were guests at a
luncheon at Letcher School served
by wives of memben of the
Whitesburg Rotary Club and
memben of the Blackey Lions
Club, Some 200 persons attended
the luncheon, which was by invi-
tation. Among groups represent-
ed besides the two clubs were the
Hazard Rotary Club, Jenkins
Kiwanis Club, Whitesburg Lions
Club, various city and county
officials. Denver Minlard, Perry
County resident who has helped
in the Stuart Robinson effort, and
Tack Caudlll, Hazard, who also
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has supported the Letcher County
jroup.

U. S. Manhal Archie Craft told
the team memben local money
would be raised to put the Stuart
Robinson campus in condition to
suit UK by renovating
present buildings or by clearing
the site.

Ray Collins and Jack Burkich,
of the committee

, which has negotiated for Stuart
Robinson campus, made .'brief
talks illustrating the need for a
college in the county.

Dr. Johnson ana Dr. Frank
D. Peterson, vice president of
the Unlvenlty, spoke briefly al-

io. Peterson and some of the
others were in Letcher County
for the fint time. He called
die proposed site here a beau-df- ul

one.
Memben of the survey (team

received several statistical re-

ports pertaining ro the school, a
map snoWing location of nearby
ligh schools and other materials.

Peterson said he was pleased to
see the interest of people ot
Eastern Kentucky in the Univer-
sity.

He promised that whatever is
done about locating the college
will be done "for the betterment
of education. "

ijsH.ssWkfl lskB ikfl

sssssssHsssBi. ltjW

Dr. A. D. Johnson (second from left), head of the UK site selection team which visit! Blackey
this Week, chattel after lunch with J. I. Heniley (right and other local residents. Dr. Edsel T.
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