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EDITORIALS

St. Matthews election - --

a learning experience
for both factions?

St. Matthews made a little his-

tory this week experimenting
,as they did with two-par- ty poli-
tics. Never before In the city's
24-ye- ar life had such a vigorous
election contest been held.

Now the question Is: what has
been learned?
Lesson Number One ought to

be that most St. Matthews voters
are pretty satisfied with the pre-
sent City Council. Of those voting,
57 percent gave their support
to the incumbent George Wash-

ington Party.
At least that is technically what

they did. Actually, they ' gave
Mayor Bernard F. Bowling their
support. He was the party spokes-
man in a campaign which de-

liberately played down the coun-cilm- en

who were candidates and
played up the mayor, who was
not.

We are convinced this strong
vote of support was not an en-

dorsement of the GWP's closed-do- or

policies, its sloppy finan-
cial practices or other failures
which we have dealt with here
from time to time. It was, rather,
an endorsement of City Hall's
fairly steady supply, at reason-
able prices, of routine city ser-
vices and a vote against the
idea of change for the sake of
change.

Which leads to Lesson Num-
ber Two: that the opposition did
not prepare Itself well enough
or early enough to inspire the
needed public confidence. The
United Independent Party sur-
faced only six weeks before the

Attend the
Those who were as disturbed

as we were about the results
of the recent drug use survey
in Eastern Jefferson County must
be pleased to know there will be
some follow-u- p action.
On next Thursday evening,

Nov. 15, at 7:30, the St. Mat-
thews Resource Committee will
try to stimulate some construc-
tive community response to the
findings. An open forum will be
held at the St. Matthews Branch
YMCA.

Do lame ducks
As cartoonist Steve Sebree

demonstrates elsewhere on this
page, Louisville's aldermanic
president Carroll Witten seems
to have greased the slide pretty
well for River City Cable TV, Inc.
He thinks that firm's bid proposal
for a 15-ye- ar cable franchise
for the city of Louisville is the
best of 12 submitted to the city.

And he is prepared to act tonight
at a special meeting of the board
to give the first reading to an or-
dinance which would award the
franchise to River City.

There are several reasons why
the alderman should not do what
Dr. Witten obviously intends for
them to do.

First, they should object cate-
gorically to the idea of con-

sidering this issue In closed ses-

sion. Dr. Witten wants this matter
be discussed and decided in a
private meeting tonight at 6.
Evidently he has some things
to say that cannot withstand the
light of day. Any alderman con-

cerned about his or her public
reputation ought simply to boy-

cott such a meeting.

Second, Dr. Witten obviously
is rushing this decision through
before he vacates his seat and
loses his power to influence this
franchise award.

As much as delay might trouble
the Board of Aldermen or incon-
venience, the bidders, this would
be nothing compared with sadd-

ling the people of this county
with an inadequate cable system
under questionable ownership for
15 years. There are too many
millions of dollars riding on this
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election and spent most of its
campaign learning the basics of
small city government. If Mayor
Bowling had stayed out of the
campaign, and let his council-me- n

fend for themselves, the
result would have been different.
But that was not to be, and ob-

viously a six-we- ek course in
city government is no match
for Bowling's 15-pl- us years as
a working politician.
Finally, let us hope the victors

recognize their win for what It
really is: a demonstration that
57 percent of the people sup-
port them and 43 percent do not.
That is to say, a whole lot of
good people in this city feel
there are improvements which
can be made and should be made
now. For only six weeks of work,
the independents made a very
strong impression.
It will be easy for the winners

to gloat over their victory and
treat it as a license to main-
tain the status quo. It will be
harder but politically wiser
to demonstrate concern for the
feelings of the 43 percent who
opposed them Tuesday. They can
do this by being more open to new
ideas, more responsive to re-
quests for information and less
self-righteo- us about their own
performance.

Above all, we surely hope the
men of the U1P do not lose their
interest in city affairs. Men like
Josh Cummins, Skip Thorpe, Bob
Fletcher, Al Earley, Don Ernst
and Dick Fenzel can do fine
things for St. Matthews.

drug forum
A review of the survey findings

will, be given and all sorts of

groups will be given the chance
to discuss what they are already
doing or think ought to be done
to deal with the drug problem.
Try to attend the meeting. As the
survey . proved, it Is a problem
which affects a very large per-
centage of our community. Those
seeking better ways of dealing
with it need all the help they
can get.

lay rotten eggs?
decision not to move with care.
And there is good reason for
moving with care. Our dis-

closure today that William Fried-lande- r,

one of the owners of
River City Cable TV, Inc. is
a lawyer with two unresolved
complaints against him one of
which involves more than $200,
000 -- - is reason enough for
serious concern.

So long as these questions re-

main unresolved, suspicion will
remain that Louisville's fran-
chise is being mishandled.
Therefore, the public ought to
demand and get a very thorough
examination of every aspect of
River City's management and its
proposal.

In his letter of recommendation
concerning River City, W. W.
"Tubby" Sanders said the firm
had presented "the best legal,
character, technical and other
qualifications" of any bidder.

On the basis of outstanding
complaints against William
Friedlander, Mr. Sanders' eval-
uation now seems to be either a
poor investigation or a damaging
indictment of other bidders.
As If all this were not disturbing

enough, there still are questions
about how well this proposal
actually meets the legitimate ex-

pectations of Louslville and Jef-
ferson County for a first-cla- ss

system.
These many concerns make the

fundamental question of "why the
rush?" all the more compelling.
Dr. Witten Is, after all, a lame
duck. It is particularly trouble-
some now for Dr. Witten to be
intent on leaving us all with what
could be a rotten egg.
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LETTERS TO THE

Dear Editor:
The events of the past two years

emanating from the Oval Office
have left us bewildered at the
"why?" of it all. There seems
little sense to such powerful
men risking the totality of their.',
lives ana careers in carrying -

out relatively ineffectual;
schemes of, had they been suc-

cessful, potentially minimal re-

ward.
Where it will leave us and our

system at Its eventual end no
one knows. We will, however,,
learn from it perhaps the
only opportunity for profit arisi-
ng from an otherwise wearying
miasma of democratic embar-
rassment and chagrin.
In looking closely at the man

on top, we find his
in unanimous accord pn one
point: there resides in the depths
of his character a pervading
strain of frontier-lik- e

His dogmatic devotion

I

hurry-u- p time on the

to his personal beliefs is leg
end, and a similar anomaly,
though varying slightly in focus,
has been characteristic without
exception among his appointed
aides, most of whom now trem- -
ble under the descending hand
oi justice.

While it is considered noble
for men to have a cause, we

By M. Gene Snyder, U.S.

Fourth District, Kentucky

As you know, because of the
resignation of Spiro Agnew,
President Nixon nominated the
minority leader of the House of

-- - Gerald R.
Ford -- - to be Vice President
of the United States.

Editor's note: This is an excerpt from a longer
essay, "We ARE the environment", published
in the August 25, 1973 edition of Environment
Action Bulletin. Reprinted by permission.

By Wendell Berry

Much of the public thinking on both sides
of the environmental issue is still con-
taminated by two American illusions,
which we have exported to such an ex-

tent that they now threaten to become
world illusions.

The first is the illusion, which began
in our frontier experience, that we can
move away from our troubles. Deep In
all of us is the wishful belief that when
we have defiled or destroyed one place
we have only to move to another. We1

litter the roadsides precisely because
we are in motion when we do so. Strip
mining, like much air and water pol-

lution. Is a moving violation, committed
en route to somewhere else.
Mechanization has made possible an

inversion of this Illusion; that we can
send our troubles away. That is, we
believe that It is all right to produce
a great volume of junk and poison so
long as we "get rid of it." And so we
arrive at the idea of a dump, and of
the various dumping vehicles: garbage
trucks, garbage scows, garbage trains,
and no doubt, sooner or later, a gar- -,

bage rocket. The deep-dow- n, reflexive
morality by which we live simply has
not yet accommodated the fact that this
way that we litter and defile and exhaust
as we pass will necessarily be traveled
by others. It has not yet considered
that a dump is a degraded place, and
is a part of the world no matter how
remote or well hidden. This illusion
persists because we believe though we
know better-ri- n the of nat-

ure.
The second illusion is that of the pos-

sibility of universal comfort. We apparen

Aldermanic playground

Do White House ends justify the

biographers

EDITOR

SNYDER SAYS:

Admires Congressman Ford's leadership
Congressman

Representatives

must remember that all causes
are not, of necessity, noble. When
dogmatism fuels The Glorious
Quest, extremism soon thrives

The end result inevitably blurs
the distinctions, between ideolo-
gies from one end of the
osophical spectrum to the other,
all telescoping terminally at the

Jerry's nomination
won the praise of the House
Speaker Carl Albert as well as
many of his Republican and Dem-

ocratic colleagues in the Con-
gress. As many of you know,
Speaker Albert had recommended
Jerry to the President.

As a 25-ye- ar veteran of the
House of serv- -

Environmental illusion

Inexhaustibility

synergistically.

immediately

Representatives,

tly really believe that it is categorically
better to rest or play than to work, to
ride than to walk, to He than to stand.
We wish to be overheated in the win-

ter and in the summer.
We wish to be constantly diverted by
electronic entertainment. We wish to have
our teeth and clothes and shoes brushed
by electrical gadgets. We wish to have
cheap food at any cost, even at the cost
of the degradation of our farmlands and
the destruction of the agricultural comr
munitles, for we have no idea of the cost
in labor of the best food production and
of proper land maintenance.

We wish to have our labor shortened
by machines in order to be amused by
machines. We wish to have everything
done for us by something or somebody
else in order that we may have time
to ride to play golf. And we believe
that all this is possible, or will soon
be possible, not just for a pivileged
and decadent few, but for everybody.
And this, this utterly frivolous and vain

pursuit of luxury, is the real reason
that we have an ecological crisis. We
are destroying our dwelling place be-

cause our goal as a people is not an
honest sufficiency of the world's goods
responsibly earned, but too much of every-
thing, taken in whatever way is most
expedient.

My point by now should be clear: we
have made a foulness in the environment
because there Is a foulness in our lives.
We are the cause of our troubles, and if
our troubles are to be cured we will have
to cure them. The environment Is not
something that we can put into the care
of somebody else some citizens' organ-
ization or agency of the government and
have protected according to our mere
demand. The environment is not divisible
from ourselves. However we may pre-
tend that we "live in" it, In the pro-found- est

sense we are the environment.

means?
central theme which came from
the Latin in 1650 A.D., and was
so succinctly orchestrated by
Karl Marx decades ago: "The
ends justify the means.

Kirk Brandon - --

2102 Meadow Lane Court
Anchorage

ing with five Presidents, Jerry
Ford, has exhibited those qual-
ities which make him an excellent
choice for the second highest
office In the land. His dedicated
efforts on behalf of good govern-
ment are well known to the Amer-
ican people.

Of course, this high office re- -'
quires an extensive but fair
look at the man himself since
he will serve only a heartbeat
away from the Presidency. This
is why every effort is being made
to verify his personal qualifi-
cations to be Vice President.
While there is no indication at
tliis time that Jerry Ford's nom-
ination will not be approved by
the Congress, final determination
must await the findings of the
appropriate Senate and House
Committees conducting this In-

vestigation.
I have admired Jerry Ford's

steadfast .leadership and deep
concern for the problems facing
our nation. At this time I believe
his nomination and subsequent
approval by the Congress will
be of great benefit to our nation.

Grass Roots
CLIFTON FORGE, VA.,' RE-

VIEW: "One of the horrors pf
modern living that some think
they may be able to put up
with Is the fantastic rise in the
price' of onions. Since last year
the price of onions has
quadrupled. You could buy two
pounds last year for around 29
cents. This year one would cost
nearly twice that. For most
Americans, it already takes about
all their money to buy a ham-
burger for lunch. Now they will
have to say 'hold the onions.'
We have a feeling that not too
many tears will be shed."
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