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The year 1968 has demonstrated that
anyone who makes any absolute statement
about politics is absolutely out of his mind.
To put it another
way, the only
thing positive
about politics is

that nothing is

positive. That's
why it would be

silly to make any
predictions about
the outcome of
any elections,
national conven
tions or conferences between political
leaders. Events have already proven that
anything can happen.

There are a few questions, though, that
ought to be asked about the way a few of
the candidates are conducting their
campaigns.

Take Nelson Rockefeller's drive for the
presidency. His bandwagon has all the
speed and momentum of a prairie schooner
being tugged uphill by 1 3 snails and two
lame tortoises.

When he first began to
running for the Republican nomination,
Rocky was told by all his advisers that
Nixon had the professionals sewn up. 'The
only way to beat Nixon is to prove that he
can't win by challenging him in the
primaries," the experts said.

But Rockefeller refuses to enter the
primaries and refuses to campaign instates
where his name is already on the ballot.
Nixon, therefore, puts the professionals in
one hip pocket while he wows the
convention delegates with impressive
primary victories.

Meanwhile the New York Governor sits
on the side lines predicting victory for
himself. Now anyone smart enough to
inherit $50 million should be smart enough
to know that without delegates and
without evidence of election victories his
chances of sweeping the CO .P. convention
are slightly better than Harold Stassen's.

The Rockefeller strategy, we are told, is
to reply on Lou Harris, George Gallup,
Oliver Quayle and other pollsters to
convince the delegates that he would have
a better chance than Nixon to defeat the
Democratic opponent. That strategy
implies a greater intelligence to G.O.P.
convention delegates than Rockefeller of
all people ought to contend they have.

The 1968 convention will, for the most
part, be comprised of the same soft
spoken, reasoning individuals that jeered
and shouted Rockefeller down when he

The struggle of human history has been
the struggle for freedom. For that cause in

the brief history of this nation at least a

million men have
died in direct
combat. These are 3
the men we will

honor on May 30,
Memorial Day.
The average
American
cone eives of
liberty as the right

to do just what he

likes, with plenty W. O. COWGER .

of cash, crossing streets against traffic
lights or telling his teacher in public school
to go to the devil, along with any other
authority that tries to regulate
him.

Do we ever ask ourselves whether we are
big enough to be free? Freedom is not only
something to be enjoyed, it is something to
be endured. It makes stringent demands on
us. We must endure freedom for freedom
to endure. And the cost is high - higher
perhaps than when liberty was born. All

the men being honored this Memorial Day

tried to address them in 1964. They didn't
want a winner then, they wanted Barry.
Unless Rocky uses the little time he has left
to scrap for the nomination, his 1964
reception by the convention will be
friendly compared to the total ignorance
of him this year.

But who knows? As we say, anyone
who makes any absolute statements about
politics is absolutely out of his mind.

On the other side of the ballot the three
Democratic contenders are waging a hot
race down to the wire. Eugene McCarthy is

running with courage on a platform of
principle, Hubert Humphrey is running
with a smile on a platform of Johnsonian
progress and Robert Kennedy is running
away from both of them on his brother's
ghost.

The Kennedy phenomenon is just
another of the strange aspects of this crazy
year. Interviewers in Indiana found that
people who voted for Kennedy did so, in

many cases, believing he would do things
he has spoken against, such as "Bomb hell
out of Hanoi," or "Show those Negroes
who's boss."

Considering the candidate's somewhat
tattered political history, though, it is just
possible that they're right.

A great deal of the public reaction to
Kennedy is derived from the fact that
Bobby never, but never, misses an
opportunity to invoke his brother's name.
If he comes to Louisville it's a sure bet that
every photographer in a 100 mile radius
will be invited to take snapshots of Robert
visiting the Kennedy Bridge, the John F.
Kennedy school or something else named
for that family's white sheep.

Lately Bobby has been proving how
and he is by

inviting Eugene McCarthy's youthful
legions to desert their man for him. A
predictable enough second step - from the
man who fell all over himself to enter the
presidential sweepstakes after McCarthy
took the risks that proved that LBJ wasn't
going to win automatically.

While Bobby hopes to overwhelm the
Democratic convention, Hubert
Humphrey hopes to hang on to the
professional support he maintains as

Eugene McCarthy, not too
unrealistically, hopes to be the dark horse
beneficiary of a deadlock between
Humphrey and Kennedy.

Since 1968 is the year anything can
happen and probably will, McCarthy can't
be counted out by either of the two front
runners in his party.

paid for freedom with their lives. How can
we repay our debt to them?

Of course, it can never be repaid. But
there is this we can do in their memory.
While a new generation of our brothers and
sons and husbands are away fighting, we
who are left behind can be ever vigilant

that the freedoms they are risking their
lives for are not lost here i ' home.

It becomes increasingly obvious that we

are surrendering our liberties because we

have become afraid of freedom. We fear
the responsibilities that it places upon us.

We are afraid of the demands that it makes
on our integrity and perserverance. In the
spirit of the Declaration of Independence,
the riches of freedom were to be a gift to all

men - not a selfish possession of
Americans alone.

The men we honor dedicated and
sacrificed their lives to our mission of
freedom for the entire world. That mission

is a continuing one. The men and women
now fighting in Viet Nam will want to
return to the same free country they left
behind them.

Let us make sure that they do, by
rededicating ourselves to freedom.
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EDITORIALS

Negro Militants Pushing
Block Separatist Approach

The events of Monday night have
brought home to Louisvillians with
emphasis the current trends in the
Negro revolution.

The riots in the West End were
the more dramatic manifestation.
What triggered them is a matter of
dispute. Some say outside agitators,
who whipped the crowd into a
frenzy. Others affirm that no
diso: ier would have occurred had it
not been for "police provocation."

What lit the fuse is not as
important as the seething discontent
which fed the riots, the conviction
that whatever is happening to give
opportunity and justice to the
Negro, it isn't happening fast
enough.

Even while the riots were in
progress, Negro attorney Neville

Shoplifting Law Welcome,
Should Discourage Theft

The strengthening of Kentucky's
anti-shoplifti- ng law by the 1968
General Assembly is welcome
legislation. It may, according to local
experts, have considerable effect on
the amount of shoplifting (or
"boosting") done by amateurs. The
law is not expected seriously to
curtail professional boosters,
although it "may drive them across
the river," to use the words of one
official.

While Report erland merchants
are periodically robbed by the pros,
the folks who shoplift for a living
and then sell the merchandise, area
businessmen estimate that most of
their losses are caused by housewives
and school children.

Merchants, police officials and
others who have to deal with
shoplifters observe that most of this
type of stealing is done by people
who do not consider themselves
dishonest and would be very insulted
if referred to as thieves. In the case of
adults, they are often church-goer-s,

civic club leaders and otherwise
respected members of the
community. Children are frequently
the products of good homes,
members of scout troops or some
other young peoples' organization. ;

They steal for many reasons. A'
man buying a screw driver isn't
interested in fighting the long
checkout line so he hides it in his
pocket and walks out. A young
teenager's allowance doesn't leave
her enough after lunch money to
buy all the records she wants so she
steals them - tucked neatly away
between the pages of a fifty cent
magazine. A housewife trying to
economize hides a grocery item
under her coat or switches the labels
of a $1.49 steak to one costing
$2.68. A junior-hig- h student takes a
water gun on a dare.

Thefts such as these from an
estimated one out of every 60 retail
customers accounts for much of the

News Focus

The Hard Road
BY CHARLES BARTLETT

Events in Czechoslovakia are shaping
into a test of the premise that there is no
non-viole- nt road back from tight and total
communist control.

The Soviet troops maneuvering along
the Czech border are a reminder that force
is the hinge of communist power. They
were similarly positioned during the
bloodless coup of February 1948 and they
serve now as then to warn the Czechs that
the ultimate reality is Soviet might.

Czechoslovakia's first communist
premier, Klement Gottwald, said his
assumption of power was like "cutting
butter with a sharp knife." The war had
destroyed the prestige of the

politicians and lent lustre
to the Soviets. The Czech communists had
used moderate and skillful tactics to
establish strong roots among the people.

The new communist premier,
Alexander Dubcek, needs to spread the
butter intead of cutting it and his task is
infinitely more difficult. He needs to
persuade his people to accept
democratization as a substitute for
democracy while he reassures the Soviets

Tucker was resigning from the
Louisville Board of Education in
anguish as Negro parents opposed a
districting plan which would provide
a racial balance in two West End
schools. Tucker felt their views a
repudiation of his stand for
integration.

Tucker has been in the
mainstream of the civil rights
movement, which has sought an
integrated society long before the
historic bus boycotts led by Dr.
Martin Luther King in Montgomery,
Alabama. Integration has been the
banner in the school desegregation
campaigns in the South; in the fight
for equal access to public
accommodations; in the campaigns
for open housing legislation.

The drive for integration has been

$2Vi billion annually stolen by
shoplifters.

The disadvantages to the honest
customer caused by the boosters
among them are considerable. The
loss of so much money leads to
increased operating costs on the part
of the store through replacement of
merchandise and hiring of security
personnel. As operating costs go up,
so do prices.

The new law increases the
penalties that a shoplifter can receive
and strengthens his incentive not to
repeat his crime after one or two
convictions. The revised statute
makes it easier for a store to
apprehend shoplifters in that it
makes it illegal for boosters to
deliberately conceal store
merchandise under their clothing or
in parcels they are carrying. Such a
deed provides evidence of
shoplifting. .. , :

.
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The strength of the new law lies in
that it clearly demonstrates to the
housewife, youngster or male
amateur that shoplifting is indeed a
crime and will be treated as such.
Knowledge of the law and its
penalties should provide an adequate
antidote to temptation among
people who regard the theft of
inexpensive items as a trivial act

Honest shoppers can help
themselves and their community
merchants by reporting any
suspected shoplifter to, the nearest
salesperson. They can cooperate
fully with store security personnel
when it comes to checking packages
and presenting sales slips to door
guards. Retailers recognize that the
overwhelming majority of their
customers are honest and
trustworthy, but sad experience has
taught them that a significant
minority of the people who enter
their stores are not. It is these people
the stores must protect themselves
against.

that the amalgam which he calls "socialist
democracy" will not fracture the alliance.

It was Lenin who said that history only

repeats itself as farce and the Kremlin will

not find an easy solution to its
Czechoslovakian dilemma in the 1956

precedents of Hungary or Poland.

The price of a military intervention
would be high. The liberalization is

evolving as an orderly, legal process which

yields no justification for forceful
repression. The Czech initiatives are being
hailed by Western communists like Italy's
Luigi Longo, who sees them as a means of
making Marxism more palatable at home,
and by all the East Europeans bent on
redefining block relationships.

Whatever Dubcek's loyalty to Moscow,

he will find it hard to emulate Polish

Premier Gomulka'i success in tightening

the screws slowly after the emotions of
1 956 had waned. The Czech liberalizers are
keenly mindful of the Polish experience

and their instinct for reform is more

vehement.
They are setting out promptly to

translate words into actions and to nail

down the freedoms which they have

in consonance with the American
dream; with the credo that all men
are created equal; with the
aspirations paraphrased in the very
title of the telethon, "One Nation,
Indivisible."

Most Negro moderates have
strongly supported the goal of a
completely integrated society, as the
most practical way to enlarge Negro
opportunities. White liberals make it
a basic tenet But as the Negro

revolution mounts in force and
significance, the goals are shifting as
well. Black militants and white
racists alike are hostile to the goal of
integration, if for different reasons.

One such black militant, the
Reverent Albert B. Cleage of
Detroit, believes that the dream of
integration is simply impossible.

"You can't integrate power and
powerlessness," he says. "The only
way it can happen is for Negroes to
achieve political and economic
equality with whites."

Cleage heads a Detroit committee
which is encouraging black-ru- n

service stations, credit unions,
supermarkets and factories. He

describes it as building a nation
within a nation. Among leaders of
the "white establishment" watching
him with sympathetic interest is
Henry Ford IL

Such a trend has of
great value. It encourages pride in

in achievement and
in race - elements possessed by

c
They Died in Vain

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

"Songsters" quartet at Smyrna
Missionary Baptist Church, 8306
Pennsylvania Run Road, 7 p.m. Public
invited.

MONDAY, JUNE 3
"The Restless Sea," movie to be shown

grasped. "We cannot do without changes in

the police apparatus," declares the
Minister of Interior, who wants to make
bugging a punishable offense. The
Chairman of the National Assembly asserts
an urgent need for amendments of the
press law and guarantees of all the
individual rights.

Dubcek speaks of a "genuinely just
communist society" an effort to
harmonize socialism and democracy. But
he is also committed to "the leading role of
the communist party," a concept of
one-part- y dominance that is sharply
challenged by the mood within his
country.

His difficulty in reconciling this
contradiction is by the fact
that the pressures almost equal
the social pressures. He is faced with
demands for a spectrum of reforms that
will strain the flexibility of politicians
committed to one set of dogma and the
patience of a population that is plainly fed
up.

The burning question is how much
change will the Soviets tolerate. They will
be certain to react strongly against any
move to break Prague's tics with the

virtually every American minority
group which has immigrated and
become full-fledg- ed participants in
our society; elements denied the
black man because of his abduction
and slavery. There are dangers, too.
Poor blacks can be as easily
exploited by men of their own race
as by whites.

As a "do-it-yours- elf movement,
the building of a black economy
offers little opportunity for the
willing white man to help. This by no
means relieves him of his
responsibiliy to the Negro nor does it
give him license to ignore the pitiful
state racism has brought upon this
nation.1 The m of 1968
is not the "separate but equal"
dogma of a bigoted South, used to
repress the black man's goals and
forbid him dignity. Segregationists
will take no comfort from it

It is a separation asked for by the
Negro, on his terms, and limited to
the extent he wishes to limit it It is a

that says to the white, "I
have pride and I have dignity and I
will prove it to you and to myself
without your help and without your
intrusion."

While those black men who feel
the need to be apart for a time are
following this path, American whites
and Negroes who seek full
integration and opportunity now
should be reordering society so that
when the two paths meet, they will
continue on through history
together.
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members of American Association of
Retired Persons.

Old Kentucky Home Homemakers,
7:30 p.m., at home of Mrs. V. L. Elmore,
5403 Stephen Foster Avenue.

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
Buechel Homemakers, 10 a.m., at home

of Mrs. W. D. Rommel, 2025 Lakeside.

CHARLES BARTLETT

Warsaw Pact. But the Czechoslovakia
need the security which the pact gives
them and their anxiety to deal more freely
with the West will not quickly dissolve
their military reliance upon Moscow.

The popular desire to arraign the villains
of the repression will pose a test for the
Soviets. As long as the trials are confined to
the KGB heavies, the Stalinist types
denounced by Khrushchev, they will not
rock communist relations. But the Soviets
will be faced with an affront which could
unravel the block if the prosecutors begin
to reveal the extent to which they have
dominated this satellite.

But the big testfor all parties will be the
issue of popular elections. Multi-part- y

democracy is not, in the Soviet view, an
acceptable reform of communism. If the
Czech liberalizers persist in this direction, a
confrontation is inevitable.


