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Heritage center reflects past, present, future of Loretto order
By Stephen Lega
newseditor@lebanonenterprise.com

History is breathing new life
into an old building at the Loretto
Motherhouse.

Sunday afternoon, the Sisters of
Loretto held the grand opening of
the Loretto Heritage Center, which
is housed in what previously
served as an auditorium for the
Loretto Academy. 

“It’s wonderful,” said Sr. Marie
Ego, who made the trip from
Denver, Co. “It’s kind of over-
whelming.”

Planning for the heritage center
started in 2000, according to Sr.
Kate Misbauer, the archivist for the
Sisters of Loretto. A nine-member

committee made the decisions
throughout the last 12 years about
who to hire and what steps to take
in the project.

One of those decisions was hir-
ing the Westerly Group, a consult-
ing firm owned by husband and
wife preservationists Thomas W.
Salmon II and Camille Fife of
Madison, Ind. Fife credited
Salmon with the idea to renovate
the auditorium as a two-story cen-
ter. Unfortunately, he passed away
before the project was completed.

Nevertheless, Fife added that
seeing the center become a reality
is a great joy.

“The Sisters are very inspiring
people, and their stories and their
lives are something we believed
could be told here in an intriguing

way,” she said.
The opening of the center has

been a collaborative effort. After
Salmon died, Fife called on Larry
Donovan for assistance.
Springfield Contracting completed
the renovation turning the auditori-
um into a two-story building that
could house the center and the
Sisters of Loretto archives.

After that work was completed,
Michael Heusler was hired to be
the designer. He worked on the
project for two and half years, and
he and graphic designer Alexandra
Guillossou finished the final
touches on the project.

Heusler said he has worked on
more than 3,000 projects, but this
one was among the most signifi-
cant to him.

“This is a special group of peo-
ple,” he said.

Guillossou added that it was
wonderful to see the looks on the
faces of the nuns as they entered
the center.

“There’s nothing like that,” she
said.

The heritage center includes
information about the history of
the order, about their ongoing
efforts to promote social justice
(such as their consistent opposition
to the School of the Americas), and
about their future.

The center also includes a pair
of computers linked to a database
of information about members of
the Sisters of Loretto. Sr. Eleanor
Craig explained that people can
look up Sisters they may have been
related to or Sisters who may have
taught them in school to get more
information. If someone finds a
Sister, they can learn about her his-
tory with the order. People can also
leave messages for the Sister or
about the Sister for the archivists.

For now, the database only
includes living Sisters of Loretto,
although Craig said they hope to
have information about every
member of the order living and
deceased by the end of the year.

After that is complete, they will be
working to post the database
online.

Sr. Cathy Mueller, president of
the Sisters of Loretto, said the her-
itage center is a wonderful reflec-
tion of the 200-year history of the
order. The opening of the center
was the kickoff to a five-day cele-
bration at the Motherhouse, which
culminated on Wednesday, April
25, which is the day the order was

founded in 1812.
While Mueller complimented

the center’s “elegant and simple”
design, she pointed out that it’s not
just about documenting the history
of the order.

“It encourages us for the future,”
she said. “It’s not just something
that is past.”

Editor’s note: Look for more
about the Sisters of Loretto 200th
anniversary next week.
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Sr. Cathy Mueller (left), president of the Sisters of Loretto, and Sister
Denise Ann Clifford join together in cutting the ribbon to officialy
open the Loretto Heritage Center at the Loretto Motherhouse.
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Sr. Eileen Custy takes a closer look at some of the photos on display
at the Loretto Heritage Center.
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Sr. Agnes Ann Schum enjoys the display about the habit, which the
nuns haven’t been required to wear since the 1960s.
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Two arrested on meth charges in Monroe Co.
(COLUMBIA, Ky.) –

53-year-old Rosemary
Huckleby and 31-year-old
John Casey Bryant, both
of Tompkinsville, KY
were arrested Thursday
around 3 p.m. CST at
5950 Glasgow Road in
Tompkinsville and
charged with

M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Methamphetamine.  

Trooper Daniel
Stephens responded to the
residence with the Monroe
County Sheriff’s
Department after receiv-
ing information that the
two were manufacturing
the illegal drug.  

Bryant was also charged
on a warrant with being a
fugitive from another state
out of Tennessee and fla-
grant non-support.  Both
were lodged in the Monroe
County Jail.  Sherifff
Roger Barlowe and
Deputy Lucas Geralds
assisted. 


