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>> READERS’VIEWS

In May 2011, a
Bethlehem Anatok
Committee published
a request for propos-
als concerning the
1847 brick structure
of the former convent
of the Sisters of
Charity of Nazareth.
They had been given
this property by St.
Joseph Parish, along
with an office build-
ing on South Fourth
Street.   

A committee of
interested citizens for
preserving Anatok
formed, met with
Bethlehem officials
and determined the
restrictions concern-
ing the use of the
building. The pro-
posed ideas for resi-
dential, commercial
or office use were
immediately denied.  

Acceptable uses
could only be educa-
tional or school
approved uses.   

The Anatok Citizen
Committee was told

that the space was not
immediately needed
for educational
expansion, and possi-
bly would not be for
five to 10 years. 

On June 21, 2011,
a letter was sent by
the Anatok Citizen
Committee proposing
to raise funds to sta-
bilize the building for
a short period of time
until Bethlehem
School needed the
space for expansion.
This would entail fix-
ing the roof leak, cov-
ering the windows,
dealing with loose
chimney bricks and
reinforcing the porch.  

This was offered at
no cost to Bethlehem,
but the school chose
not to accept the help.
Since that time van-
dalism continues to
occur at the building. 

After some study,
the Anatok Citizen
Committee proposed
to renovate and repair
the building as an art

museum and archive
for public use. This
proposal was dis-
cussed with
Bethlehem officials,
and time was allowed
to continue research
on funds and support. 

The idea of the
museum and archive
was not turned down
by the Bethlehem
Anatok Committee.
Research on the
funds determined that
this would meet the
Investment Tax Credit
Rehab which could
be funded by private
investors.  

The property
would still belong to
Bethlehem, but it
could be leased to a
non-profit group for
renovation and opera-
tion under Bethlehem
restrictions.  

The local history
of leasing historic
buildings for restora-
tion has been very
successful with
Spalding Hall, Flaget

Hall and Nazareth
Village II. In
November, the
Anatok Citizen
Committee learned
from a newspaper
article that the art
museum and archive
proposal had been
turned down.   

At this point, pub-
lic concern was
expressed through
unsolicited signed
petitions from more
than 500 people.
This response was
noted to Bethlehem,
and another meeting
occurred.  

The last proposal
from Bethlehem offi-
cials was to give the
property to the
Anatok Citizen
Committee if it was
moved from the cur-
rent site. This extreme
idea was not turned
down by the Anatok
Citizen Committee,
even though it was
not the ideal situation.
The committee felt

that the money would
be better spent fixing
the building.  

The second
Bethlehem Anatok
Committee has indi-
cated that the house
has to be moved in
order to have a land-
scaped garden.    

The house does not
need to be removed at
this time; there is no
justification.  

Why spend educa-
tional money to tear
down a building,
which is now being
used for school stor-
age, when the Anatok
Citizen Committee is
still willing to fund
the stabilization and
preservation of it at
no cost to
Bethlehem?  

What is the rush?  
Demolition by neg-

lect is not acceptable. 

David H. Hall and
Dixie Hibbs

Anatok efforts one year later 

To the editor:
On behalf of the Board of

Directors of the Guthrie
Opportunity Center
Foundation I want to thank
everyone who came out and
attended our Bourbon and
Bubbles dinner and auction
on April 21. 

The Guthrie Opportunity
Center is home of Nelson
County Industries, the work
center for individuals with
developmental handicaps
from Nelson County. 

Nelson County industries
evolved as a result of the
efforts of Nancy McKay
and Virginia Denn in 1974.

Today Nelson County
Industries employs nearly
90 people and some 40
more work in the communi-
ty.

Our Bourbon and
Bubbles event was held at
the Guthrie Opportunity
Center at 900 Nutter Drive. 

The facility was trans-
formed into an elegant din-
ing room and reception area
thanks to the hard work of
many volunteers. 

Several businesses and
individuals made contribu-
tions toward the costs of the
dinner or donated auction
items too numerous to
name. 

Our local distilleries
Barton 1792, Jim Beam,
Heaven Hill, and Maker’s

Mark provided bourbon
tasting during the reception. 

Our thanks to all these
individuals and businesses
that helped make the event a
resounding success.

It was those who attended
the event and purchased the
auction items who helped us
reach our financial goal for
the evening. 

Others made pledges to
help us retire our debt and
provide funding for new
programs at the GO Center,
as we affectionately call our
new home. 

Once again the people of
Nelson County and some
from around the country
stepped up to make a differ-
ence in the lives of these
special people. 

We are grateful to all who
made a financial commit-
ment to our cause. 

There is still a long way
to go but the Bourbon and
Bubbles dinner gave us a
much-needed lift.

We thank all of you very
much and hope to see you at
our next event.

Dick Heaton
Chairman
Guthrie Opportunity
Center Foundation
713 N. Third St.
Bardstown
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