
Something interesting
caught my eye the other
day. 

It was a news story about
a Florida man who is fac-
ing a felony charge after
being accused of trying to
steal a $1 cup of soda from
McDonald’s. 

According to the Naples
Daily News article, Mike
Abaire, 52, asked for a
courtesy cup of water. The
employees politely agreed
and gave him a cup free of
charge. But instead of fill-
ing it with water, Abair
filled it with soda. 

He then sat outside the
fast-food chain thinking he
was in the clear.

Not long after, the man-

ager noticed that Abaire
filled the cup with soda and
asked him to pay $1. He
put his foot down and
refused to pay the minis-
cule fee. He started cursing

at the manager and report-
edly refused to leave
McDonald’s.

Abaire was arrested and
charged with petty theft,
trespassing and disorderly
intoxication. 

Since Abaire has a previ-
ous record, his petty theft
charge from McDonald’s
was upgraded to a felony. 

All of this over a $1
soda? Really? 

This man was arrested
and is facing serious jail
time because he was thirsty
and didn’t feel like he
needed to pay for it. 

It would have been sim-
pler for Abaire to pay the
$1 for a large drink and
refill it if he became

parched. Or maybe just go
ahead and get the water for
which he asked. 

It amuses me how some
people in society think
rules don’t apply to them. 

By refusing to pay for a
drink, Abaire essentially
opened the floodgates and
created more problems for
himself.

One inconsiderate choice
has left him with more than
a $1 fine and a longer
record. If I could ask
Abaire one thing it would
be: Was it really worth it?

Probably not because he
is currently sitting behind
bars, where there’s no soda.
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EDITORIAL
LAST PAPER’S POLL

Q: How often do
you give blood?

Two or more times annually: 0 percent
Once a year: 0 percent

Occasionally: 0 percent
Never: 100 percent

>> Vote in this paper’s poll at www.kystandard.com.

TTuunnee  iinn  ffoorr  tthhee
‘‘ggrraannddddaaddddyy’’  ooff
cchhaarriittyy  aauuccttiioonnss
tthhiiss  SSuunnddaayy

Auctioning donated items to raise
money for charity is commonplace
these days.  If you own a business in
Nelson County you know how often
you are asked to donate something to
this or that good cause. The requests
come from folks holding benefits for
individuals and from non-profits of all
kinds including service clubs, churches
and schools.  

In Nelson County it started with the
Kiwanis Club and the Radio Auction.
This Sunday the club will hold its 52nd
auction.  The Kiwanis Club in Bard-
stown was formed in 1945 right after
World War II.  Returning servicemen
who wanted an organization to help
their town formed the core of the
group. Initially, they were able to raise
money by putting on a “minstrel”
show.  It was wildly popular but less
and less politically correct, and the
auction was dreamed up in 1960 to
take the place of the show.  

Having the auction on the radio was
the brainchild of club member Buddy
Arnold, co-owner of the Arco Theater.
With WBRT going on the air in the
mid ’50s, people were able to tune in
on a Sunday afternoon from the com-
fort of their homes and bid on the list
of auction items published in The Ken-
tucky Standard.  It was an immediate
success.  

More than five decades later the
Kiwanis Radio Auction has plenty of
competition from other “good causes,”
but it remains the “granddaddy” of the
charity auctions. This Sunday make it a
point to tune in to AM 1320 and, with
the newspaper nearby, get involved
with the spirited bidding that takes
place “live” from the Conway-Heaton
Automotive showroom. 

Kiwanis Club members host each
segment leading up to the “major”
items that are auctioned off last.  The
club’s Key Club students man the tele-
phones and help keep the bids current
and posted for the hosts to update over
the air. Through the years the member-
ship of the club has changed, but the
spirit of raising money with a combina-
tion of zany play-by-play and playful-
ness has remained a constant. Buddy
Arnold would be proud.
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Is a $1 soda worth a felony charge?

It’s been more than six
weeks since the local
Republican party awarded
me with the task of Chair-
manship.

The question I get asked
most often: “How does it
feel to be the new face of
the Republican Party in
Nelson County?” Although
I have given numerous
answers to the question, it
has taken weeks of speak-
ing with people and some
self reflection to discover
the correct answer.

I’m not the new face of
the Republican Party. In
fact, there are several faces
— some new, some active
for years, but all I’ve met
are very worthy of carrying
the conservative mantle
and have a key role in the
local party.

I’ve met the face of the
Republican Party, and her
face is much more attrac-
tive than mine. She is a
conservative stay-at-home
mom who has been blessed
enough to be in the position
to make the sacrifices nec-
essary to trade a successful
career for family. She is
most concerned with feder-
al mandates on education
and rising health care pre-
miums. 

The face of the Republi-
can Party owns a local
business. Not wanting to

mix business with policy,
he doesn’t wear his politics
on his sleeve. Over-regula-
tion, an unpredictable econ-
omy escalated by 2,000
pages of federal health care
laws, and uncertainty over
tax burdens, has forced his
business to quietly down-
size simply to survive.

The face of the Republi-
can Party is a recently
graduated high school stu-
dent. Her generation does-
n’t get its daily news from
traditional media sources.
She is an online activist,
passionate and self-taught
in the School of the Austri-
an Economic Business
Cycle. She was six years
old when the events of 9/11
were imprinted into her
mind. For most of us, it was
the day America would
change. However for her, it

is simply status-quo to have
grown up in a world of
consistent turmoil.

I met many faces of the
Republican Party at a
recent gathering of the Nel-
son County Organization of
Republican Women. They
are strong, hard-working
dedicated Republicans who
have raised money, worked
phone banks, mailed hand-
written letters, walked
neighborhoods, and have
been a key core of activists
who have worked silently
yet diligently throughout
the years to help build a
strong foundation for local
conservatives.

Another face of the
Republican Party works in
industry. Having been a
supporter of local conser-
vatives and active propo-
nent of individual liberty
for dozens of elections, this
military veteran was a Tea
Party member before the
Tea Party existed. I’ve nev-
er really asked, but if I had
to take a guess, I’d bet he
works more than 50 hours
per week. Yet despite how
exhausted he must get, he
always makes time to
attend a meeting — or put
out campaign signs. He
fights tirelessly to promote
U.S. sovereignty. He wor-
ries that central planning
will destroy his life savings,

and works passionately
everyday to make his coun-
try a better place for his
grandchildren.

Some faces of the
Republican Party aren’t
officially registered Repub-
lican. Many conservatives
belong to other parties or
no party at all. While they
would be welcomed under
the growing GOP tent,
what remains most encour-
aging is that they share
many of our core values, be
they fiscally or socially
conservative.

These are just a few of
the thousands of faces of
the local Republican Party.
Many more are well spo-
ken, well-respected, and
have key roles in our com-
munities. The face of the
Republican Party certainly
doesn’t belong to one per-
sonality or any elected offi-
cial; moreover, we are cer-
tainly not a lock-step
homogenous group. The
party, and our country for
that matter, is what each
single individual makes of
it. 

I am proud of all the
faces I’ve met, and I hope
to meet and listen to many
more in the near future
(hint: my email address is
at the top of this article). 

The ‘new’ face of the Grand Ol’ Party
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