
LEXINGTON—Georgia coach
Mark Fox has a unique way to de-
scribe just how good a shooter Van-
derbilt junior John Jenkins, the
Southeastern Conference’s top scorer
at 20.1 points per game, is.
“He is so good. He needs the small-

est crack in the clouds to make the
sun shine. He
needs a very
small window to
get his shot off.
He does not
miss. He’s not
the only gun on
the team, either.
But he is as good
a shooter as I
have seen,” said
Fox. “With him,
you pray he
drives it because
he is so lethal
shooting. He’s a
next level player.
He shoots the
ball a lot better than a lot of guys
playing at the next level now.”
Jenkins scored 15 points on only 5-

for-14 shooting from the field against
Kentucky earlier this season when
theWildcats won 69-63 in Nashville.
Now the Cats will get a second
chance to defend himwhen they host
Vanderbilt on Saturday at noon. For
the season, he’s hitting 49.6 percent
overall from the field and 46.1 per-
cent (105-for-228) from 3-point range.
He’s also an 85.2 percent foul shooter.
“The thing about John is that he is

not a standstill shooter. He’s incredi-
bly efficient at what he does and has
really improved his game. He does not
really force things. Hemakes big
shots and is really special,” South
Carolina coach Darrin Horn said.
Vanderbilt coach Kevin Stallings

says Jenkins has added a new dimen-
sion recently.
“He is a terrific shooter, but he has

been going to the basket more,”
Stallings said.
Jenkins has gone to the foul line 27

times in the last three games after
going 6-for-6 in Wednesday’s 59-48 win
over South Carolina when he scored
21 points to hep the Commodores
(20-8, 9-4 Southeastern Conference)
win their 20th game for the seventh
time in the last nine years. As a team,
Vandy was 23-for-26 at the foul line
against South Carolina.
Stallings says Jenkins’ more pro-

ductive play recently could be due to
the sense of urgency teammates have
developed about the season. Vander-
bilt is in third place in the SEC.
“Maybe our other guys are doing a

better job figuring out he and (Jef-
fery) Taylor needs the ball as much as
possible. John has done what he has
done all along. He’s a great cutter and
has great stamina. The rest of the
guys have just done a better job creat-
ing opportunities for him,” Stallings
said.
Kentucky coach John Calipari is

just as impressed with Vanderbilt now
as he was before his team beat them.
He said he thought he was watching a
“top five team” play when he saw
video of Vanderbilt’s big win at
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Murray St. 80,
Tennessee St. 62

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
(AP) — Isaiah Canaan
scored 16 of his 24
points in the first half,
and No. 14 Murray
State routed Ten-
nessee State 80-62 on
Thursday night, aveng-
ing the Racers’ lone
loss this season.
The Racers (27-1,

14-1 Ohio Valley Confer-
ence) blew a 13-point
lead in losing 72-68 on
Feb. 9. They used a 14-
0 run over the final
2:31 of the first half
Thursday with four Rac-
ers each hitting a 3-
pointer in blowing open
a tight game.
Murray State shot

62.5 percent from the
field in the first half and
finished by matching its
season-high with 12 3-
pointers. Donte Poole
added 16 points and
Zay Jackson had 11.
Tennessee State (19-

11, 11-5) had a nine-
game winning streak
snapped and missed
its chance to sweep
Murray State for the
first time since 1993,
when the Tigers
reached the NCAA tour-
nament.
Robert Covington led

the Tigers with 24
points and Kellen
Thornton had 17.

SIUE 63,
EKU 58

RICHMOND (AP) —
Jerome Jones scored
22 points and grabbed
11 rebounds and Mark
Yelovich added 16
points and 11 boards
as SIU-Edwardsville
held off a late Eastern
Kentucky surge for a
63-58 win Thursday
night, sweeping the
season series.
Derian Shaffer

chipped in 17 points for
the Cougars (9-16, 6-9
Ohio Valley Confer-
ence), who also beat
the Colonels 80-74 on
Feb. 4.
SIU-Edwardsville held

a comfortable 57-43
advantage with 1:29
left when Eastern Ken-
tucky used a 15-4
spurt, including eight
points by Jaron Jones,
to get within three, at
61-58 with 8 seconds
left. After Jerome Jones
hit two free throws,
Eastern Kentucky’s
D’Mitri Riggs missed a
3-pointer.
The Cougars outshot

the Colonels 44 per-
cent (22 of 50) to 30.4
percent (21 of 69). SIU-
Edwardsville was 3 of
13 from long range to
Eastern Kentucky’s 3
of 27.
Jaron Jones had 17

points and 14 rebound
to lead the Colonels
(15-15, 6-9).

Morehead St. 75,
E. Illinois 39

MOREHEAD (AP) —
Marsell Holden scored
17 points and More-
head State coasted to
a 75-39 win over East-
ern Illinois on Thursday
night.
The Eagles

outscored Eastern Illi-
nois 30-5 over the final
13 minutes of the first
half and led 37-11 at
the break. Morehead
State cruised in the
second half and led by
at least 30 points dur-
ing the final 5 minutes.
The Panthers made

only 5 of 22 field goal
attempts in the first
half while Morehead
State hit 15 of 30 in
that span. The Eagles
shot 53.1 percent (26
of 49) for the game, in-
cluding making 10 of
20 from 3-point range.
Ty Proffitt added 13

points, Will Bailey had
12 and Drew Kelly 11
for the Eagles (16-14,
9-6 Ohio Valley Confer-
ence).

Vandy’s
Jenkins
a task
for Cats

40th District Tournament Finals: George Rogers Clark 55, Montgomery County 38

Kentucky clinches share of SEC crown
LEXINGTON (AP)—A’dia Mathies

scored 21 points and the No. 13 Ken-
tucky women defeated South Carolina
53-50 on Thursday night.
The win give the Wildcats a 17-0

home record this season, the third
time in program history they have
gone undefeated at home.
Bria Goss added 14 points for the

Wildcats (23-5, 12-3 Southeastern
Conference), who set a school record
for SEC wins in a season.
Neither team led by more than six

points until Kentucky went on a 9-2

run and built a nine-point lead at 48-
39 with 5:05 remaining in the game.
Mathies capped the run with a layup.
But South Carolina battled back, trim-
ming the deficit to 50-48 on a basket
by Ashley Bruner with 42 seconds to
go. Kentucky sealed it with three free
throws in the final 10 seconds.
La’Keisha Sutton scored 14 points,

and Bruner had 13 points and 11 re-
bounds for the Gamecocks (20-8, 9-6).
In Knoxville, Tennessee started the

season with its eyes on a returning to
the Final Four. Now the 10th-ranked

Lady Volunteers are scrambling to fig-
ure out what’s going wrong with just
one game left in the regular season.
Their latest stumble came with a 72-

71 overtime loss to Arkansas on Thurs-
day night, marking their third home
loss this season— a program record.
“It is frustrating because I know

their ability and what they can do,” as-
sociate head coach Holly Warlick said.
“We just continue to dig ourselves a
hole, and we’ve got to climb out of it.”
The Lady Volunteers (20-8, 11-4

Southeastern Conference) are run-

ning out of opportunities to do that.
With the loss, they dropped to second
in the SEC, clearing the way for Ken-
tucky to claim the conference title
with a win against Mississippi State on
Sunday, the final day of the regular
season.
Tennessee has lost each game that’s

come down to the final few posses-
sions, including both overtime games
its played, and has struggled on the
road this season. The Lady Vols close
the season at home on Sunday against
Florida.

Cards top Tribe in district finals

7 ... and
counting
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Vandy
at Kentucky
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PARIS — George Rogers Clark
is already in postseason form.
The Cardinals concluded a suc-

cessful run in the 40th District
Tournament with a 55-38 victory
over Montgomery County Thurs-
day night at Bourbon County
High School, giving Clark its sev-
enth consecutive district title.
The border rivals split two

games during the regular season,
but Clark has won the last two
contests, including the district fi-
nale. Both teams advance to next
week's 10th Region Tournament
at the MCHS Arena in Mount
Sterling. Pairings for the tourna-
ment will be drawn Saturday
morning at Harrison County High
School.
The Cards (27-5) couldn't miss

in the first half and led 28-8 at
the break. The Indians (22-10)
had a hard time finding the rim
and managed just three field
goals in the first two quarters
and tallied just three points in
the second quarter.
“The bigger the game, the bet-

ter they’re playing,” Clark coach
Scott Humphrey said of his
squad. “We’ve played in three
tournaments so far this year and
we’ve won them all. They’re such
a mentally-tough group — the
most mentally-tough group that

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Clark senior Bopper Stenzel drives to the basket against Montgomery County’s Omar Prewitt in the Cardinals’
55-38 win over the Indians in the 40th District finals Thursday night at Bourbon County High School. 

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Taylor Howard launches a 3-pointer in front of Montgomery County’s
Jake Handshoe in the first half. Howard paced the Cards with 19 points.

I’ve had in my tenure coaching
(at Clark and Simon Kenton).
They’re mature and they know
how to focus and they really came
out and played tremendous.”
Montgomery County opened

with a 3-pointer by Jake Hand-
shoe, but from then on, it was all
Clark. The Cards closed out the
quarter with a 19-2 run and led
19-5 at the end of the first quar-
ter.

“We panicked,” Montgomery
County coach Tony Wise said af-
terward. “We took too many quick
shots and they play too good of a
defense to do that. We dug our-
selves a hole way too deep (to get
out of). I was disappointed in the
fact that we panicked. Things
that we talked about we needed
to do, we didn’t do. That was very
disappointing.”

See SEVEN, B2

By Keith Taylor
The Winchester Sun

By Larry Vaught
The Advocate-Messenger


