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Notes | Obama, UK Prime Minister at game
Duke back in 1992, and that 
was: ‘Don’t let this game 
define your basketball ca-
reer,’” Woods said.  “Be-
cause you’ve gone over and 
beyond the expectations 
for a school of our magni-
tude and the trials and trib-
ulations that we have.

“It’s unfortunate the way 
it ended,” Woods added. 
“But I’m still proud of my 
guys. The same guys that 
made the mistakes down 
the stretch are the same 
guys that helped me win 17 
in a row.”

Woods said he did not al-
low himself to think about 
possibly playing his alma 
mater, Kentucky, in Thurs-
day’s second round of the 
NCAA Tournament. That 
honor goes instead to West-
ern.

“Everybody knows I 
played at UK, and there’s a 
lot of history there and sen-
timental feelings there,” 
Woods said. “I was only 
thinking about West-
ern Kentucky University, 
I promise you. This was 
a game we thought we 
should have won, and then 
we were going to go against 
the No. 1 team in the coun-
try.

“But this was the most 
important deal up to this 
point.”

Great moment
The most poignant mo-

ment of the WKU-MVSU 
game came in the post-
game handshake line, as 
senior guard Kevin Burwell 
of the Delta Devils broke 
down in tears. One by one, 

the Western players tried 
to comfort Burwell, several 
with hugs.

And the longest hug 
Burwell received was from 
Western coach Ray Harper. 
The two embraced for sev-
eral seconds, with Harper 
seemingly determined not 
to let go until he was confi-
dent Burwell would remain 
standing.

Harper’s gesture was the 
kind of class that can make 
sports in general, and the 
NCAA Tournament, in par-
ticular, so special.

Obama was  
there, too

The game was attended 
by President Barack Obama 
and British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron, who 

sat front row in one of the 
end zones, while secret ser-
vice people at the Dayton 
Arena no doubt added con-
siderably to the game’s at-
tendance. I ran into a lot of, 
“You can’t go this way, sir” 
at this game.

“I mean, for him to be 
in the house, it was a cra-
zy feeling,” said Western 
freshman guard Derrick 
Gordon, referring to the 
president. “That’s the Presi-
dent of the United States 
coming to watch our game. 
But I really didn’t look at 
him much while the game 
was going on because we 
had to worry about taking 
care of our business.

“But,” Gordon added, 
“we wanted to put on a 
show. I’m sure he liked 
what he saw.”

WKU around mid-season, 
taking the helm of a West-
ern team that was taking on 
water faster than the Titanic 
under the previous coach, 
Ken McDonald. “I keep say-
ing about these young men, 
they’re resilient. They won’t 
quit. They were ready to play 
some more basketball.”

Harper admitted his 
team, now 16-18, played “to-
tally out of character” most 
of the way against MVSU.

“We just weren’t the same 
basketball team for about 
34, 35 minutes,” said Harp-
er of a group of players who 
have made a habit of big 
comebacks recently in win-
ning the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Tournament. “We were 
too much one on one. We 
weren’t making extra passes. 
We panicked against some of 
their pressure.

“But the one thing we 
never did was quit,” he add-
ed. “And you could see that 
look in their eyes: ‘We’re go-
ing to do this.’”

The Hilltoppers cranked 
up full court defensive pres-
sure in that final 5:07, and 
suddenly it was the Delta 
Devils who had the deer in 
the headlights look. Missis-
sippi Valley turned the ball 
over 17 times in the game, 
and most of them came 
down the stretch.

Still, it was a long road 
back in a short period of time 
for Western. The Hilltoppers 
didn’t get even with the Del-
ta Devils until junior guard 
Jamal Crook hit a layup with 
1:10 to go to knot the score at 
54-54.

Freshman guard T.J. Price 
converted a layup and free 
throw with just 33 seconds 
left to put the Hilltoppers 
up, 57-54. Crook then hit two 
critical free throws inside 
the final seconds to seal the 
improbable win.

Freshman guard Derrick 
Gordon had 11 points – all 
in the second half – and 11 
rebounds to lead a very bal-
anced WKU attack.

Price added 11 points and 
eight rebounds; freshman 
swing man George Fant 
added nine points and 11 re-
bounds, junior center Teeng 
Akol had nine points and 
eight rebounds and Crook 
nine points and seven re-
bounds to round out the 
WKU leaders.

Western out-rebounded 
Mississippi Valley State, 60-
32. That helped make up for 
very poor shooting from the 
field by the Hilltoppers – 30.6 
percent on 19 of 62 shooting.

Asked if the comeback 
surprised him “even just a 
little bit,” Fant replied: “No, 

not really.”
Seriously?
“Honestly,” Fant added. “I 

knew my team was going to 
keep fighting.”

“We were rushing things 
early in the game, doing 
things we’re not normally 
used to doing,” Gordon said. 
“But with about five min-
utes to go, I mean, we all just 
turned that switch on.

“This is our first NCAA 
Tournament,” Gordon add-
ed, referring to this particu-
lar collection of Hilltoppers, 
of course. “The lights are 
on.”

Harper said the Hilltop-
pers’ late-season run shows, 
in so many words, that his 
players have a great deal of 
character to go along with 
a good bit of talent, albeit 
young talent.

“Well, we talked about 
from day one to not worry 
about wins and losses,” said 
Harper, when asked how this 
team is different from the 
one he took over earlier this 
season. “That will take care 
of itself. Let’s worry about 
getting better each day.

“And we really went to 
work on the defensive end,” 
he added. “If you’re go-
ing to win this time of year, 
you must be able to defend. 
And fortunately these guys 
bought in.”

Still, the turnaround was 
not immediate. Western lost 
several close conference 
games after Harper took 
over.

“They had plenty of 
chances to quit,” Harp-
er said. “But you could see 
them start to believe.”

It will take a lot more than 
willpower to stun mighty 
Kentucky, of course.

When asked if the Hill-
toppers can afford to fall be-
hind UK’s Wildcats, Harper 
quipped: “No, we need to 
get ahead on the opening 
tip. And hope the shot clock 
breaks and we can hold the 
ball the rest of the game.

“We’re playing the best 
basketball team in the coun-
try,” Harper added, of Ken-
tucky. “And I’m just happy 
that our kids are going to 
have that opportunity.”

Senior guard Kevin Bur-
well led Mississippi Valley 
State Tuesday with 20 points.

The Delta Devils, coached 
by former UK star Sean 
Woods, finished 21-14.
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Western kentucky coach ray Harper calls a play in the first half 
of the opening game of the nCAA basketball tournament against 
Mississippi Valley State tuesday in Dayton, ohio. 
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NCAA TOUrNAmENT: BYU 78, IONA 72
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iona guard Sean Armand passes through Brigham Young forward Brock Zylstra, left, and Matt 
Carlino in the first half tuesday in Dayton, ohio. 

By RUsty MILLeR
AP SPORTS WRITER

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — 
President Barack Obama 
and British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron saw a 
huge comeback.

Had they stuck around 
a little longer, they could 
have watched the biggest 
one in NCAA tournament 
history.

Noah Hartsock scored 
16 of his 23 points in the 
second half and the Cou-
gars came back from 25 
points down to beat Iona 
78-72 in the first round 
Tuesday night.

It marked the biggest 
comeback in an NCAA 
tournament game, the 
NCAA said. Previously, 
the largest deficit over-
come was 22 points when 
Duke fought back to beat 
Maryland 95-84 in the 
2001 national semifinals.

Hartsock was a little 
hurt that the president 
wasn’t around to see the 
fireworks in the nightcap.

“I sta rted look ing 
around and didn’t see 
him,” Hartsock said with a 
grin. “But I’m sure he had 
some important things to 
take care of.”

It was the second in-
credible turnaround of 
the night in Dayton. With 
the two heads of state 
watching from front-row 
seats on the baseline, 
Western Kentucky came 
back from a 16-point def-
icit in the final 5 minutes 
to beat Mississippi Val-
ley State 59-58 in the first 
game.

That was the biggest 
margin overcome by a 
team in the final 5 min-
utes to win an NCAA tour-
nament game, the NCAA 
said.

No matter how far 
they fell behind, BYU and 
coach Dave Rose had faith 
that the Cougars could 
somehow come back.

“Coming back from 25 
points down is really sat-
isfying now that we’ve 
won. At the time it wasn’t 
that satisf y ing being 
down 25,” he joked. “But 
I don’t think that any of 
us, especially the coach-
ing staff or our players, 
doubted the fact that we 
could chip into that lead.”

Brandon Davies add-
ed 18 points and Damar-
cus Harrison 12 for the 
14th-seeded Cougars (26-
8), who advanced to play 
third-seeded Marquette 
on Thursday in Louisville, 

There was no consola-
tion for Iona.

“It’s going to be one 
that we have to live with 
the rest of our lives,” Gaels 
coach Tim Cluess said. 
“It’s a tough one we let get 
away. No excuses.”

Iona (25-8) seemed as-
sured of its first official 

BYU makes record comeback
Cougars rally 
from 25 points 
down to win
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Brigham Young forward noah Hartsock shoots against iona for-
ward randy Dezouvre in the second half tuesday. Hartsock led 
Brigham Young to a 78-72 win with 23 points. 

NCAA tournament victory 
after dominating the first 
half. But despite 15 points 
and 10 assists by Scott Mach-
ado, the Gaels dropped to 
0-8 in NCAA play. Their lone 
win in 1980 was vacated due 
to NCAA violations.

Iona came in as the na-
tion’s top-scoring team at 
83.2 points per game and 
didn’t disappoint — at least 
in the opening 16 minutes. 
The Gaels scored 55 points 
in an eye-popping display of 
passing wizardry and out-
side shooting. Then they 
didn’t score over the final 
4:30 of the first half.

BYU then took control, 
slowly but surely. The Cou-
gars held the Gaels without 
a point for 9:20 in a 17-0 run 
to narrow the deficit to 62-61 
midway through the second 
half. BYU made up ground 
with a trapping half-court 
defense that forced the Gaels 
out of their hurry-up-and-
shoot-3s attack. At the other 
end, the Cougars were get-
ting buckets from Hartsock 
on fallaway jumpers.

“We just were more ag-
gressive,” Cougars guard 
Brock Zylstra said. “We were 
doing to them what they 
were doing to us in the first 
half.”

Iona scored 55 points in 
the first 16 minutes, then 
managed just three field 
goals and seven points over 
the next 16½ minutes.

Jermel Jenkins ended the 
lengthy drought with a 3 
from the left corner with 8 
minutes left.

From there on, the teams 
traded baskets as the pace 
slowed. Machado’s three-
point play pushed the lead 
to 70-64 with 5 minutes re-
maining before Hartsock 
hit an outside shot. After 
two missed foul shots by the 
Gaels, he hit another short 

turnaround jumper to cut 
the lead to two.

With 2:26 left, Hartsock 
popped out on the right 
wing to hit a go-ahead 3. It 
was the Cougars’ first lead 
of the game.

Davies added two free 
throws in the final min-
ute before Zylstra scored in 
transition and turned it into 
a three-point play, and the 
comeback was complete.


