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FLYERS PULL OUT WIN OVER LAFAYETTE
Tonight: Clouds

WEATHER     A10

 SPORTS      B1

Tonight: Clouds

| FILING DEADLINE
• A retired Army colonel will challenge 
Sen. Julian Carroll to represent Franklin 

County in Senate District 7. See A5
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5 targeted in crackdown
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Who has a better chance of 
defeating President Obama, 
Newt Gingrich or Mitt Romney?
Gingrich, 31%   Romney, 68%
Total votes: 119
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Gingrich ® Romney®

WEEKLY POLL
Newt or Mitt?

February: Black Hist ory Month

It’s a 
packed 

fieldLAUREN HALLOW/LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Commonwealth’s Attorney Larry Cleveland sits at his desk Tuesday sur-
rounded by paperwork. Because of budget cuts, Cleveland has just two 
assistants – one full-time and one part-time – to help him with more 
than 300 indictments a year.

11 eager to serve 
on City Commission 

including incumbents

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Facing millions in cuts from 
Gov. Beshear’s proposed two-
year budget, prosecutors state-
wide say they have two options: 
Lay off or furlough workers in 
their already understaffed of-
fi ces.

If the budget passes, those 
cuts could likely affect local 
prosecutors, County Attorney 
Rick Sparks and Common-
wealth’s Attorney Larry Cleve-
land.

The budget for common-
wealth and county attorneys 
– the Unifi ed Prosecutorial Sys-
tem – was discussed Tuesday in 
a hearing of the House Budget 
Review Subcommittee on Gen-
eral Government, Finance and 
Public Protection.

With a standing-room only 
crowd of prosecutors behind 
them, Warren County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Chris 
Cohron and Mason County 

See PROSECUTORS, A8

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Kentucky State University sophomore Macio Johnson signs up for a movie ticket for “Red Tails” Tuesday afternoon at the student center. KSU 
President Dr. Mary Sias purchased 800 tickets for students, faculty and staff.

Cuba Gooding Jr. portrays 
Major Emmanuel Stance 
in a scene from the film 
“Red Tails.”
 
20TH CENTURY FOX

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Kentucky State University is marking 
Black History Month by sending its stu-
dents, faculty and staff to see a new fi lm 
about the African American pilots who 
fought bravely in World War II.

“Red Tails” is about the legend-
ary Tuskegee Airmen – the pilots 

whose legacy has been aero-
nautical, sociological and 
inspirational.

KSU President Mary Sias 
is sponsoring four show-
ings of the movie in honor 
of Black History Month. 

Faculty, staff and students can attend 
the 7 p.m. showings of the movie courte-
sy of the university on four dates starting 
Thursday at Chakeres Franklin Square 
Cinema 6.

KSU purchased 800 tickets at a cost of 
$4,000 from its guest speakers’ fund. Of-
fi cials began handing out tickets Tuesday 
after a musical performance at the student 
center.

“Rather than pay to bring in an outside 
speaker for Black History Month, we decid-
ed that the story of the Tuskegee Airmen in 
the movie ‘Red Tails’ was one that depicted 
a great message of valor and courage from 

KSU hands out free tickets to ‘Red Tails’

Buried in work, prosecutors 
say they can’t take more cuts

New film highlights pilots’ bravery in WWII

See MOVIE, A7

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A bill to allow charter 
schools in Kentucky will 
get a hearing before the 
House Education Com-
mittee next week for the 
fi rst time in years.

Democratic Rep. Carl 
Rollins of Midway said 
Tuesday that the com-
mittee he oversees would 
devote its entire meeting 
next Tuesday to House Bill 
77, sponsored by Republi-

can Rep. Brad Montell of 
Shelbyville.

It would be the first 
time Rollins has allowed 
his committee to take up 
the charter schools issue 
since becoming chair-
man in 2009, WFPL News 
in Louisville reported ear-
lier this month.

“I’m going to let them 
have their day in the sun,” 
Rollins told The State 
Journal Tuesday. “I’m still 
a no vote, but we’ll let it be 

heard.”
He says the other mem-

bers of his committee are 
“mixed” in their support 
of the charter schools bill.

Charter schools are 
taxpayer funded but in-
dependent of local school 
board control. Kentucky is 
among a dwindling num-
ber of states that prohibit 
charter schools, a status 
that has sparked debate 
the last several years.
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After at least a year in the 
dark, Frankfort High School’s 
cupola can now be spotted at 
night.

FHS senior Chad Avery, 
who’s attended FHS since 
eighth grade and says he’s 
never seen the small tower lit 
at night, discovered the lights 
on the school’s roof last year 
while taking measurements 

for a scale model he built.
Four outdoor lights sur-

round the cupola on the 
school’s roof, similar to those 
that light the Capitol dome at 
night.

“I look at the Capitol and see 
the dome lit there, and then I 
see the tower on top of the 
school and it’s in the dark,” Av-
ery, 18, told The State Journal 

FHS cupola lights up 
again thanks to senior

Charter schools finally up for discussion
After years of saying no, committee will bring issue to table

Bulbs have been out for years, he says

See CHARTER SCHOOLS, A8See LIGHTS, A8

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Eleven candidates – including all the in-
cumbents – have fi led for the 2012 City Com-
mission race – throwing it to a primary May 
22, which will narrow the fi eld to eight.

Three of the four current commission-
ers will give it a second go – Commissioner 
Bill May is running again for mayor – while 
several familiar faces have thrown in their 
names as well.

Most of the candidates’ platforms share 
common threads, including employee mo-
rale and compensation while focusing most 
of their attention on the city’s budget.

Those running for the four open City 

See CANDIDATES, A7
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BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Five Frankfort employees of local busi-
nesses have pleaded not guilty in Frank-
lin District Court to misdemeanor charges 
stemming from a crackdown on  “bath salts” 
and other synthetic drugs.

The employees were charged with sell-
ing a simulated substance after local law en-
forcement conducted controlled buys at sev-
eral gas stations and convenience stores to 
“get a feel” for the amount of synthetic drugs 
in Franklin County.

“Bath salts” are a synthetic drug sold in 
stores – usually in powder form – that people 
use to get the same high as other drugs such 
as cocaine. Synthetic marijuana was also 
found during the Jan. 13 roundup.

Among those charged were Beverly 
Downs, 27, of Frankfort, at Discount To-
bacco; Ankit Paudel, 22, of Frankfort, at Sil-
ver Lake Food Mart; Faisal Shah, 30, of Lex-


