
For Better or Worse

Blondie

Mallard Fillmore

Buckles

Dustin

Beetle Bailey

Garfield

Shoe

Andy Capp

Doonesbury

Hi and Lois

THE STATE JOURNAL   ■    FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y   ■    JANUARY 29, 2012    ■    PAGE D5

IT TAKES TWO TO TANGO
BY STEVE BECKER
North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ K 7
♥ K J 7 6 5 3 2
♦ Q 6
♣ 10 9

WEST  EAST
♠ Q J 8 6 3 ♠  A 10 9 5 2
♥ 10 9  ♥ Q
♦ K J 8 5 4 2 ♦ A 10 9 3
♣ --  ♣ Q 8 3

SOUTH
♠ 4
♥ A 8 4
♦ 7
♣ A K J 7 6 5 4 2

 The bidding:
North East South West
 2 ♥ 2 ♠ 3 ♣ 4 ♠
 Pass Pass 5 ♣ 5 ♠
Pass Pass 6 ♣ Pass
Pass Dble
Opening lead -- queen of 
spades.

This deal comes from a 
team-of-four match. At the 

first table, South wound up 
in six clubs doubled after 
North had opened with a 
weak two-heart bid.

West led the queen of 
spades, on which declarer 
played low from dummy. 
East followed with the 
deuce, in effect asking his 
partner to stop playing 
the suit. (Had East wanted 
another spade lead, he 
would have played a higher 
spade.) But West, ignoring 
his partner's request that 
he shift to another suit, 
continued with a spade.

For declarer, this was 
manna from heaven. He 
ruffed the spade, cashed 
the ace of clubs, led a heart 
to dummy's king, returned 
the ten of clubs to his jack, 
drew East's last trump and 
claimed the rest of the 
tricks. West's failure to lead 
a diamond at trick two, 
the obvious shift, allowed 
declarer to score 1,090 
points instead of losing 100.

The deal demonstrates 
the importance of 
partnership cooperation on 
defense. Perhaps West was 
constitutionally unable to 
bring himself to lead away 
from the king of diamonds 
at trick two and decided 
instead to make the "safe" 
lead of another spade. But, 
as later events proved, the 
spade continuation was not 
really safe.

Oddly enough, West's 
mistake was only a small 
part of a double disaster for 
his team. At the other table, 
his teammates, sitting 
North-South, allowed 
their opponents to play six 
spades doubled, making 
with an overtrick, for a score 
of 1,860 points! Declarer 
ruffed South's king-of-clubs 
lead in dummy, finessed the 
queen of spades and easily 
took the rest of the tricks.

The successful team 
thus gained 2,950 points on 
this one deal!

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Aquarius and a Moon 
in Aries if born before 10: 28 
a.m. (PST). Afterward, the 
Moon will be in Taurus.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012:

You seem more than 
willing to make adjustments 
this year. On the other hand, 
many doors could close 
when you give up being a 
risk-taker. Think carefully. 
If you are single, you could 
meet your next sweetie just 
by going to the cleaners! If 
you are attached, don't take 
your sweetie as part of the 
landscape, or you could 
become the landscape. Do 
what is needed to preserve 
the excitement between 
you. TAURUS can be a stick 
in the mud. 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★★ Stopping you 
could be impossible right 

now. A question arises later 
today: Why did you partake 
in a situation when, for you, 
it might have been better 
to turn away? Tonight: 
Remember, you learn from 
such experiences.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★ Whether lazy 
or just really tired, you 
will respond accordingly. 
Slowing down by reading the 
Sunday paper or watching a 
good movie isn't all that bad. 
With your resilience, you 
will recharge in less than 24 
hours! Tonight: Your smile is 
a winner.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Your situation causes 
some angst, as you might not 
see eye to eye with a child 
or loved one. You might feel 
like he or she is walking all 
over you and ignoring your 
desires. Don't personalize 
this episode. Tonight: 
Express your feelings rather 
than act out.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) ★★★★ Try another 
approach. Your ability 
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to move through an issue 
could be very different from 
many. Let others catch up. 
Tonight: Get a head start on 
tomorrow.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ You have a strong 
sense of adventure. Hop in 
the car and take off. If you 
look around and notice that 
you are alone, please note 
that others might not lust for 
new experiences as much 
as you do. Tonight: Slowing 
down graciously.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Deal directly with 
one other person, knowing 
full well what lies ahead. 
You see matters somewhat 
differently, and you are able 
to convince that person of 
your logic. Tonight: Dinner 
with loved ones and family.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22) ★★★★ You could be 
more experimental than 
usual. In a totally different 
setting, you might meet 
different people. Later, you 
might regret a decision, so 
slow down on making any 
changes. Time is your ally 
now, not the enemy. Tonight: 
Let a loved one explain his 
or her thoughts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Your sixth sense 
allows greater give-and-take. 
You know what you need to 
be doing as well as what you 
would like to squeeze in. For 
all practical purposes, follow 
through on your obligations. 
Trust that you will find time 
for frivolous fun. Tonight: 
Go for some R and R.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★★ A child or 
loved one twists your arm, so 
to speak. Off you go! Living 
life as another person would 
be fun, to say the least. You'll 
gain great insight into this 
person. Tonight: A little 
tired?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★ Take a hint 
from Taurus: Stay close to 
home. Not every moment 
needs to be action filled. A 
quiet day might fit the bill. 
As conscientious as you are, 
some of you might start on 
your taxes. For now, play it 
low-key. People could get 
grumpy at the "T" word. 
Tonight: There is no reason 
to push ... is there?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) ★★★★ You tend to be 
outspoken, even without an 
invitation to do so. Others 
might not want to hear your 
opinions. Look around; see 
the reactions. Use more care 
in your choice of audience. 
Tonight: Rethink how you 
share your thoughts.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★ Getting through 
certain financial details 
might be very important 
before making any more 
commitments. It is better 
to side with a conservative 
approach than to create a 
risk-laden path. You might 
not see a situation in those 
terms. Still, slow down some. 
Tonight: Out at a favorite 
spot. 

BORN TODAY
TV host Oprah Winfrey 

(1954), actor Tom Selleck 
(1945), comedian W.C. Fields 
(1880)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.
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