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Sellus Wilder’s 
conniption fit

To the Editor:
If you read the Jan. 24 ar-

ticle in The State Journal or 
saw the subsequent airing 
of the Jan. 23 City Commis-
sion meeting on local TV, it 
is very obvious that Sellus 
Wilder does not possess the 
personal qualities that a city 
commissioner should have.

His unwarranted per-
sonal attack on our city so-
licitor was vicious and total-
ly inappropriate and most 
certainly should not have 
been initiated at a public 
meeting. One would expect 
a reasonable person would 
air such “dirty laundry” be-
hind closed doors and not 
for public viewing. Wilder 
showed disrespect not only 
to the city solicitor but also 
to our mayor who tried to in-
tervene and get him to drop 
this matter and move on.

Wilder just continued to 
embarrass himself and ev-
eryone who witnessed his 
childish tantrum. I believe 
that the citizens of Frank-
fort and Franklin County 
have the right to expect our 
elected officials to be above 
this level of petty behavior.

It would appear that 
Sellus Wilder has very high 
future political ambitions. 
However, it may be that he 
“cooked his political goose” 
with his latest antics. Frank-
fort deserves better!
C. WAYNE CARROLL
  Frankfort

Bully’s still 
in his pulpit

To the Editor:
Here we go again with an-

other useless legislative ses-
sion.

For some unknown rea-
son (could it be fear of repri-
sal) the state Senate voted 
to retain David Williams as 
its leader. It would seem like 
the people spoke volumes on 
election day. No more Wil-
liams. This will surely lead to 

the party of NO bringing ev-
erything to a halt again this 
year. If it is not done the Bul-
ly’s way he will take his ball 
and go home.

All you have to do is look 
to see how he took care 
of Kathy Stein for oppos-
ing him on most of what he 
does. I wonder how the peo-
ple of Lexington feel about 
electing her to a Senate seat 
and the Bully and his cro-
nies saying we don’t care 
who you elected; it’s our way 
or the highway. Isn’t an elec-
tion by the people for repre-
sentation supposed to count 
for something?

If nothing else the people 
of Lexington should be able 
to have a special election to 
see if they want Kathy Stein 
remain their representative. 
They elected a Democrat to 
represent their interests, not 
a Williams puppet. 
JIM BEIRNE
Frankfort

Letter writer 
is a lost soul

To the Editor:
In reply to Phil Greer’s let-

ter (“The church fortress,” 
in the Jan. 22 State Journal) 
wherein he blasphemes The 
Rev. Hershael York and the 
assistant pastor and church 
body at Buck Run Baptist 
Church and is meant for oth-
er churches:

I am sure he has a Bible, 
the true and everlasting 
word of God, our road map 
of Christian living in love 
and with our creator and re-
deemer, our holy father and 
his only begotten son, Jesus, 
who went to the cross at Cal-
vary and was crucified for 
the redemption of our sins, a 
free gift, the greatest gift that 
was ever given to anyone.

Everyone was created 
by God and placed here on 
Earth as stewards of his 
greater creation, the heav-
ens, the earth and the full-
ness thereof. We own noth-
ing, not even these bodies 
we live in. This includes Mr. 
Greer, the governor, lieuten-
ant governor or anyone else 
who has a part in not living 
according to the instruction  
outlined in this Bible, the 
holy word of God. The Bible 
is a book of facts for godly 
living.

Opinions are of men’s 
reasoning and everyone has 
an opinion on every subject. 
There is no substance in any 
part of the letter except what 
he copied from God’s holy 
word.

Mr. Greer has a problem 
as do other lost people. I pray 
to my Lord and Savior that 
other Christians will join 
me in praying for the salva-
tion of this lost soul.
LUTHER CLARK SR.
Frankfort

Republicans 
lack empathy

To the Editor:
People congregate in like-

minded groups. Republi-
cans congregate in one like-
minded group. Democrats 

congregate in another like-
minded group. Republicans, 
and when I say Republicans 
think of a large group of like-
minded people that have 
joined together under the la-
bel which happens to be the 
word Republican. So, this 
large group of people has a 
lot  in common but the pri-
mary thing that joins them 
all together is that they don’t 
have empathy. I should give 
a definition of the word be-
cause I am talking to a lot of 
people that don’t have it. 

Empathy is identification 
with and understanding of 
another’s situation, feelings, 
and motives.  

Republicans are unable 
to empathize with the poor 
and downtrodden so they 
are against government 
programs like welfare, food 
stamps, government hous-
ing etc. that help poor peo-
ple.

Republicans are unable 
to empathize with people 
that can’t afford health care 
so they are against govern-
ment programs like Medic-
aid that helps them. 

Republicans are unable 
to empathize with the el-
derly middle class and poor 
so they are against govern-
ment programs like Social 
Security, Medicare and even 
Medicaid when the nursing 
home takes everything the 
patient had. 

Republicans are unable 
to empathize with workers 
that lost their jobs so they 
are against any government 
program that helps them live 
until they find a job.

Republicans are unable 
to empathize with gay peo-
ple because 99.9 percent 
of them aren’t, so they are 
against gay marriage. 

Republicans are unable to 
empathize with young girls 
or women that may have 
very reluctantly been forced 
to terminate pregnancies 
because of unfortunate cir-
cumstances in their lives so 
they are against a woman’s 
right to choose.

Republicans don’t like 
government because they 
have the inability to empa-
thize with the people that 
government helps or empa-
thize with any people that 
are different than them.

Republicans are a group 
of like-minded people that 
don’t have empathy.

Democrats are a group of 
like-minded people that do 
have empathy.     
PHIL GREER
Frankfort

Watch cranes, 
don’t kill them

To the Editor:
The ill-conceived inaugu-

ral hunting season for sand-
hill cranes in Kentucky has 
ended.

Boom or bust? The num-
bers tell the story; it doesn’t 
take a PhD – or even three 
– to do the math. According 
to an editorial in the Lex-
ington Herald-Leader Dec. 
16, over 35,000 hunters have 
filed 61,500 applications for 
the limited 800 elk hunting 
permits available in Ken-

tucky.  Compare that to a 
mere 342 applications which 
were filed for the 400 crane 
permits available  (Then 
subtract the approximately 
25 percent of those appli-
cants who did not bother to 
take the required open book 
identification test to  receive 
a permit) – only 275 permits 
were actually issued.  Won-
der how many of those who 
applied did so just to hope 
they would be selected to re-
ceive a permit, with no inten-
tion of killing any cranes.

It was obvious from the 
get-go, with press releases 
from the governor’s office, 
and small focus groups lim-
ited to the mailing lists of 
Kentucky hunting/fishing 
license holders (Kentucky 
Afield, etc.) statewide, that 
this sub-group of Fish and 
Wildlife supporters was the 
major target of the KDF-
WR biologists who wanted 
to hunt sandhill cranes for 
no reason other than they 
wanted to. The general pub-
lic had little if no idea that 
this controversial hunting 
season was being considered 
by KDFWR.  Once the pub-
lic was informed, months/
years after the idea was con-
ceived by KDFWR biologists, 
it was purely a case of too lit-
tle, too late.  Officials’ minds 
were already made up, hear-
ings were voted upon with-
out a delay to consider pub-
lic input, letters were not re-
sponded to.  Ignored by Gov. 
Beshear.

OK, now it’s time for fore-
sight.  A Dec. 09 KDFWR 
press release to the gover-
nor’s office e-list touted that 
the “sandhill crane season 
will be a learning experi-
ence for Kentucky hunters.”  
Back to the numbers, folks. 
Plus/minus two years in the 
hatching, this plan generat-
ed minimal interest (I sus-
pect many hunters, from 
their comments at earlier 
hearings, would be embar-
rassed to admit they would 
even think of “shooting fish 
in a barrel” as this hunt was 
proposed).

Time to reconsider, be-
fore a 2012 season is in place; 
275 hunters, 50 cranes killed 
or over 3,000 attendees at the 
Tennessee Sandhill Crane 
Festival last weekend, less 
than 100 miles from Ken-
tucky-Tennessee line.  Sand-
hill crane tours at Barren 
River Lake State Park this 
January are already sold out, 
and February tours are fill-
ing up quickly (I’m taking 
my grandchildren).  Tour-
ism revenue within and out-
of-state, or trophies for lo-
cal 275  hunters?  (96% from 
within state = minimal tour-
ism dollars)

KDFWR is a subdivision 
of Kentucky Tourism, Arts 
& Heritage Cabinet. Num-
bers crunching: the num-
ber of hunters who support 
the Fish and Wildlife bud-
get with their license fees is 
in decline, while the num-
ber of people who observe 
and support  wildlife for rec-
reation is rising.  Tourism 
revenue is up, hunting and 
fishing down. Time for the 
cabinet to focus on tourism, 
KDFWR to regroup, redirect.  
And be OK about it!  Times, 

they are a-changing.
DEBBIE BRAMLAGE
Frankfort

College 
aid lags

To the Editor:
It has been reported that 

the 2012 General Assembly 
will consider the following 
educational issues: 1) rais-
ing the high school dropout 
age to 18, 2) allowing charter 
schools in Kentucky, 3) mak-
ing the University of Pikev-
ille the ninth public universi-
ty in Kentucky, 4) addressing 
certain issues involving pro-
prietary schools that oper-
ate in Kentucky, and 5) tying 
public university funding to 
key performance measures. 
Noticeably absent from this 
agenda was any mention of 
proposals to address funda-
mental issues related to col-
lege access and affordability 
in Kentucky higher educa-
tion.  Issues such as:

Increasing college tuition 
at public universities.

Inadequate funding of the 
state student aid programs 
(College Access Program 
(CAP) Grant, Kentucky Tu-
ition Grant (KTG), and Ken-
tucky Educational Excel-
lence Scholarship (KEES)).

Declining state support 
for its own higher education 
institutions.

College tuition at public 
universities has gradually 
increased every year since 
the passage of the higher ed-
ucation reforms of 1998. In 
1998, the average tuition at 
Kentucky’s public universi-
ties was $2,424; in the 2009-
2010 school year, the average 
tuition was $6,818.  

Although 100 percent of 
the net Kentucky Lottery 
proceeds fund the state stu-
dent aid programs of CAP, 
KGT, and KEES, the revenue 
has failed to adequately and 
fully fund these programs 
over the past several years. 
In school year 2009-2010, 
approximately $95 mil-
lion was awarded to almost 
53,000 students for the CAP 
and KTG programs. In that 
same year, over 63,000 stu-
dents representing approx-
imately $106 million were 
turned down for CAP and 
KTG awards due to lack of 
funds.  

State support for higher 
education in Kentucky has 
lessened over the years, and 
our public universities have 
compensated with higher 
tuitions. It is time to have 
a serious discussion in the 
Kentucky General Assem-
bly on how to reverse this 
trend. Since we now turn 
down more needy students 
for CAP and KTG than we 
assist, there should be seri-
ous discussions on how to 
fully fund the Kentucky CAP 
and KTG programs for needy 
students.  

If we truly believe that 
“education pays” in the long 
run, the Kentucky General 
Assembly needs to tackle the 
difficult task of figuring out 
how to fully fund the state’s 
basic student aid programs 
of CAP and KTG and to re-
verse the trend of declining 

state support for our public 
institutions. As so aptly stat-
ed by former President Lyn-
don Johnson:

An education act cannot 
teach a single child.

A housing act cannot give 
shelter to a single family.

A civil rights act cannot 
give one human being the 
respect and dignity he de-
serves.

The real test of our com-
mitment is whether we are 
willing to achieve over a pe-
riod of years what those acts 
only promise.

Let your state representa-
tive and senator know just 
how important it is to pro-
vide the support our stu-
dents and our public univer-
sities need.
JOE L. MCCORMICK
Fisherville, Ky.

Don’t base 
vote on fear

To the Editor:
The memorial service for 

Gatewood Galbraith at the 
Carnegie Center on Jan. 12, 
would have pleased him.  
Gatewood had all the votes.

When Gatewood ran for 
office, I asked voters who 
liked and respected him if 
they would vote for him. 
Many answered, “Well, no, 
because he can’t win.”

They were right. He 
couldn’t win unless the peo-
ple who thought so highly 
of him voted for him. This 
successful ploy was used by 
both political parties warn-
ing people a vote for Gate-
wood was a lost vote.

His daughter Molly gave 
Kentuckians the best rea-
son to vote for him for gov-
ernor when she asked what 
he would do if he won. Gate-
wood said, “I would tell the 
people they are free.  They 
don’t have to be afraid any-
more.”

People are afraid of their 
own government. They are 
afraid of their politicians, 
who are afraid of the cor-
porations who are no longer 
afraid of anyone. 

Kentuckians knew Gate-
wood loved his country and 
his state.  He believed every-
one was equal and he had a 
bird dog’s nose for hypocrisy 
and flushed it out.

Perhaps Frankfort would 
be a much different place if 
the voters had given him a 
turn because the political 
credo now is don’t be too 
smart, too honest, too car-
ing , or you won’t get elected 
to serve the people.

Voting today is described 
as voting for the lesser of 
the two evils. And hold your 
nose.  That is not voting with 
freedom.  That is voting with 
fear.
JUDY REMBACKI
Georgetown

Voters are 
hoodwinked

To the Editor:
I can’t believe the peo-

ple of South Carolina chose 
Newt (the Salamander) Gin-
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