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ALL “A” Classic Tournament Info
Frankfort Convention Center

Tickets are $10 per session available at the door

Friday, Jan. 27

First session

Girls quarterfinals
Newport CC 51, Green Co. 37

Bishop Brossart 49,  
Lou. Holy Cross 43

Owensboro Catholic 49, 
Magoffin Co. 46

1 p.m. - Walton-Verona 61, 
Monroe Co. 39

Second session
Boys quarterfinals

Heath 48, West Carter 42

Bardstown 63, Glasgow 43

Cov. Holy Cross 48,  
Owen Co. 35

Lou. Collegiate 54, Danville 48

Saturday, Jan. 28

First session
Girls semifinals

Walton-Verona 60, 
Owensboro Catholic 44

Newport CC X,  
Bishop Brossart X

Second session
Boys semifinals

Bardstown 56, Heath 44

Cov. Holy Cross 69,  
Lou. Collegiate 59

Sunday, Jan. 29
Championship games

12:30 p.m. - Girls: Newport 
CC vs. Walton-Verona

2:30 p.m. - Boys: Bardstown 
vs. Cov. Holy Cross

BY LINDA YOUNKIN
LYOUNKIN@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Eight days ago Bishop 
Brossart defeated Newport 
Central Catholic by three 
points in girls basketball.

On Saturday NCC re-
turned the favor, and then 
some, defeating the Lady 
Stangs 63-41 in the semifi-
nals of the Kentucky Touch-
stone All “A” Classic at the 
Frankfort Convention Cen-
ter.

The Thoroughbreds (13-
4) will play Walton-Verona 
today at 12:30 p.m. for the 
championship.

“We were more prepared 
and ready to play,” NCC’s 
Nicole Kiernan said about 
Saturday’s rematch.

It showed.
Newport Central Catho-

lic more than doubled the 
score on Bishop Brossart 
in the first quarter, lead-
ing 23-11 at the end of the 
period.

The Thoroughbreds ex-
tended their lead to 38-20 
at halftime, and Brossart 
didn’t get closer than 13 
points the rest of the way.

“I told them Brossart is a 
good team and they had to 
play hard, really hard, the 
whole time,” NCC coach 
Ron Dawn said about his 
halftime talk. 

“I thought they would 
make a run, and I told them 
they cannot quit playing.”

Kiernan finished the 
game with a double-dou-
ble, scoring 18 points and 
grabbing 14 rebounds to 
go along with four blocked 
shots.

NCC shot 48 percent from 
the field and outrebounded 
the Lady Stangs 39-27.

“We didn’t defend as well 
in transition,” Bishop Bros-
sart coach Josh Feldmann 
said, “and we weren’t able to 
get the runouts we normally 
do. 

“We didn’t defend as well 
as we usually do, and the 
credit goes to Newport Cen-
tral Catholic.”

The Thoroughbreds’ 
largest lead was 25 points, 
59-34, with 3:48 left in the 
game.

Olivia Huber scored 14 
points for NCC and had 
four assists and three steals. 
Aubrey Muench was also 
in double figures with 13 
points.

“Last week we were up-
set,” Huber said about the 

game with NCC.
“The loss was so close. 

We knew we had to come 
out and play hard.”

Bishop Brossart (19-
3) was held to 33 percent 
shooting. Sarah Futscher, 
with 11 points, was the on-
ly BBHS player in double 
figures. She also had four 
blocked shots.

BISHOP BROSSART (41) – 
Madison Eisenman 6, Cori 
Ziegler 5, Abby Stadtmill-
er 6, Maria Greis 9, Sarah 
Futscher 11, Kayla Young 2, 
Alex Roberts 2.

NEWPORT CENTRAL 
CATHOLIC (63) – Olivia 
Huber 14, Michaela Ware 6, 
Nicole Kiernan 18, Aubrey 
Muench 13, Alex Schalk 4, 
Alexus Mayes 8.

BY JOSH RAYMER
JRAYMER@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Wa lton-Verona girls 
basketball coach Mark 
Clinkenbeard was worried 
that his team would suf-
fer a letdown in Saturday’s 
All “A” Classic semifinal 
matchup with Owensboro 
Catholic after an emotional 
victory over Monroe Coun-
ty the day before.

Clinkenbeard’s players 
proved he had nothing to 
worry about as the Bearcats 
cruised to a 60-44 win and 
set up a date with Newport 
Central Catholic today at 
12:30 p.m.

W hile W VHS didn’t 
dominate any particular 
stat category – with the ex-
ception of scoring – OCHS 
coach Ray Zuberer offered 
a simple explanation as to 
why the Bearcats were so 
dominant.

“They had us out-
manned at every position,” 
he said. “They were taller 
and stronger than us. If you 
concentrate on their big 
girls inside then you’re go-
ing to give up the shot out-
side. Concentrate on the 
outside, you give up the in-
side.

“I knew we were going to 
have to play a really good 
game, hope they would be 
off their game a little bit 
and still might not be able 
to win,” Zuberer added.

With two of his players 
– and nearly four – in dou-
ble figures, Clinkenbeard 
agreed that his team’s of-
fensive balance is a huge ad-
vantage in tournament play.

“It’s always good to go 
into games knowing you 
have multiple options,” he 
said. “Each game we have 
the capability of someone 
different leading us in dif-
ferent categories. It’s real 
refreshing to have that.”

The Bearcats got off to a 
rough start in the first quar-
ter as the Lady Aces jumped 
out to a 5-1 lead. But be-
hind eight points from Mi-
chele Judy, who led all scor-
ers with 18 points, WVHS 
put together a 17-7 run that 
gave it an 18-12 lead after 
the first quarter.

That Bearcat balance 
came into play in the sec-
ond quarter as Katie Slavey 
came off the bench to give 
WVHS eight points on two 
3-pointers and a layup. The 
Bearcat defense once again 
held OCHS to 12 points and 
WVHS staked a 37-18 half-
time lead.

“Everybody on the team 
understands that this night 
may not be their night,” 
Clinkenbeard said. “But 
their night’s coming and we 
have to share the ball.”

OCHS’ Mary Kate Clem-
ens, who led the Lady Aces 
with 12 points, tried to get 
her team back in the game 
after halftime with six third 
quarter points. But for ev-
ery shot Clemens and her 
teammates hit, WVHS was 
there to match it.

The Lady Aces drained 
a trio of 3-pointers in the 
fourth quarter but failed 
to stop the Bearcats on de-
fense.

GIRLS SEMIFINAL: NEWPORT CENTRAL CATHOLIC 63, BISHOP BROSSART 41

NCC gets revenge on Brossart

GIRLS SEMIFINAL: WALTON-VERONA 60, OWENSBORO CATHOLIC 44

No letdown for 
Walton-Verona 

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM     

Owensboro Catholic’s Destiny Howard is blocked by Walton-Ve-
rona’s Michele Judy during their semifinal of the All “A” Classic 
at the Convention Center Saturday.

ROUNDUP OF FRIDAY’S GAMES  
CAN BE FOUND ON B5

BY BRIAN RICKERD
SPORTS@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Bardstown Tigers rat-
ed an edge in balance, speed 
and quickness, and that was 
enough to lift coach James 
Brewer’s team to a 56-44 win 
over the Heath Pirates and a 
berth in the championship 
game this afternoon of the 
Touchstone Energy All “A” 
Classic at the Frankfort Con-
vention Center.

Bardstown takes an 18-5 
record into the final at  2:30 
today against 21-2 Covington 
Holy Cross, a 69-49 winner 
over Louisville Collegiate in 
the other semifinal on Satur-
day night.

Heath’s Pirates, 14-8, gave 
Brewer’s Bardstown team all 
it wanted through the bet-
ter part of three quarters in 
the first semifinal Saturday, 
thanks in large part to out-
standing play from 6-foot-5 
senior center Jacob Jett, who 
poured in 21 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds.

Brewer said his team took 
too much for granted af-
ter jumping out to relatively 
easy 10-4 lead thanks to an 
obvious edge in speed and 
quickness. But the Tigers let 
up, and Heath made them 
pay through the middle stag-
es of the game. The Pirates 
settled down the backcourt, 
got the ball to Jett all over the 
court pretty much at will and 
watched as Heath surged to a 
30-23 hafltime lead.

“I really feel that once they 
figured out that they (Pirates) 
aren’t as good as Glasgow, 
they kind of relaxed and got 
lackadasical,” said Brewer, 
referring to a Glasgow team 
that the Tigers thrashed in 
Friday’s quarterfinals. 

Brewer said he “chewed” 
his team out at intermis-
sion, and the Tigers came out 
engaged in the third quar-
ter and generally controlled 
tempo the rest of the way, 
outscoring Heath 15-9 in the 
third quarter and then put-
ting the game out of reach 
early in the fourth.

“I kind of chewed my team 
out at halftime, especially my 
point guard (5-8 senior An-
thony Myrks) because I didn’t 
feel he was making the right 
decisions on offense and de-
fense,” Brewer said. 

Myrks finished with 11 
points, five assists, three 
steals and four rebounds.

Senior center Cody Ra-
mos and senior guard Jor-
dan Brewer led Bardstown in 
scoring and rebounding with 

14 points and six rebounds 
each.

Ramos and the Tigers al-
so did a much better job de-
fending Heath’s Jett in the 
second half, especially in the 
fourth quarter when Bard-
stown pulled away. Jett had 
19 points and eight rebounds 
through three quarters, but 
had only two points and two  
boards in the fourth period.

“He is a really good player, 
and our scouting report said 
when his feet are set, he can 
shoot the ball,” James Brewer 
said of Jett. “We allowed him 
to get his feet set in the first 
half. You have to give him 
credit. He kept them in the 
game.”

Heath coach Burlin Brow-
er said foul trouble to his 
guards proved to be a fatal 
problem against a team with 
the speed and quickness of 
the Tigers.

“At the half we felt pretty 
good,” Brower said. “But (ju-
nior point guard) Luke Jor-
dan was in some foul trou-
ble and we started to turn 
the ball over and they got a 
lot of points off those turn-
overs. That hurt us as much 
as anything and kept them 
in the game. I thought that if 
we could create some space 
(extend the second quarter 
lead), with our triangle de-
fense, the more panic that 
could create, but we just 
couldn’t create enough space 
to get that done. To their 
credit, they didn’t panic. And 
they made shots.”

Heath had 15 turnovers in 
the game against just four as-
sists. Bardstown had 13 turn-
overs and 10 assists.

The Tigers out-rebounded 
the Pirates 30-26. Bardstown 
also out-shot Heath by a good 
margin. The Tigers were 25-
of-54 from the field for 46.3 
percent and Heath was 16-of 
-45 for 35.6 percent.

The Tigers are thrilled to get 
a chance at the state title today.

“It feels amazing consid-
ering last year we got beat in 
the first round of this tour-
nament,” Myrks said. “It 
feels great because we have 
a chance to go out today and 
get a ring - to win All A State.”

BARDSTOWN (56) – Jor-
dan Brewer 14, Cody Ra-
mos 14, Anthony Myrks 11, 
Devonte Grundy 6, Justin 
Hubbard 5, Drew Starks 4, 
Marcus Cosby 2.

HEATH (44) – Jacob Jett 
21, Drew Winkle 9, Luke Jor-
dan 5, Chase Bradley 5, Javin 
Bell 2, Bryce Rogers 2.

BOYS SEMIFINAL: BARDSTOWN 56, HEATH 44

Bardstown gets 
past Heath and  
into title game

BOYS SEMIFINAL: COVINGTON HOLY CROSS 69, LOUISVILLE COLLEGIATE 49

BY BRIAN RICKERD
SPORTS@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Covington Holy 
Cross Indians jumped all 
over the Louisville Colle-
giate Titans early on Satur-
day night, gaining enough 
of a cushion to withstand 
a Titans rally late, and ad-
vance to the boys champi-
onship of the Touchstone 
Energy All “A” Classic at the 
Frankfort Convention Cen-
ter.

Holy Cross parlayed in-
tense full-court defense and 
balanced scoring to lead 
17-4 after one period and 
went on to beat the gritty Ti-
tans, 69-49, in the semifinal 
round.

The Indians, 21-2, will 
meet the Bardstown Tigers 
in the final at 2:30 today. 
Bardstown beat Heath, 56-
44, in the other semifinal 
Saturday night.

“We had opportunities 
early,” Holy Cross coach 
Erik Goetz said. “I felt like 
our execution tonight was 
much better than it had 
been the first two games, 

and we were dedicated to 
get the ball where it needed 
to be early in the game and 
get great shots early in the 
game.”

Goetz said the plan did 
not always mean getting the 
ball to leading scorers Anto-
nio Campbell, a 6-foot-8 ju-
nior center, and 6-2 senior 
guard Jake Burger, though 
those two guys led the win-
ners with 16 points each.

“It doesn’t always mean 
throwing it to Tony or to 
Burger, but what it means 
is making the other team 
honor that first, and then it 
opens it up to all the other 
guys,” Goetz said.

“I warned our guys, 
don’t come out and let this 
team hang around because 
they’re good enough to get 
you,” he added. “We want-
ed to emphasize execution 
early.”

Goetz said it generally 
takes teams awhile to ad-
just to the Indians’ pressure 
on the defensive end when 
they are at their hustling 
best.

“I think it takes the other 
team awhile to adjust, and I 
don’t think we capitalized 
on that the first two nights, 
but tonight we did,” Goetz 
said. “It gave us a good, 
working cushion. In the sec-
ond half we backed off some 
because of the foul situa-
tion. I felt like they (officials) 
tightened up on the whistle 
as the game went on, and 
we were trying to prevent 
them from shooting the bo-
nus the entire second half.”

The Indians forced 25 
turnovers by Louisville Col-
legiate.

The Titan defense was far 
from passive as well, forcing 
24 Holy Cross turnovers. 
Collegiate did not serious-
ly threaten after halftime, 
but the Titans stayed close 
enough to make the Indi-
ans give an honest effort 
throughout.

Collegiate got as close 
as 50-38 early in the fourth 
quarter.

Christian McClendon 
added 12 points, and Jar-
ed Fortner nine points to 

round out the scoring lead-
ers for Holy Cross.

Sophomore for wa rd 
Bryce Overstreet paced the 
Titans with 17 points. He al-
so had five rebounds. Junior 
guard Andrew Steggeman 
added 14 points and five 
steals. David Keyer had six 
points and seven rebounds, 
and Ryan Perry six points.

“We knew they weren’t 
going to go away,” Goetz 
said of the Titans. “They 
wouldn’t have gotten this 
far if they were. So to hang 
on and handle the charge 
that they made and push it 
back out ... I feel pretty good 
about today’s victory.”

COV. HOLY CROSS (69) 
– Jake Burger 16, Antonio 
Campbell 16, Christian Mc-
Clendon 12, Jared Fortner 
9, Travis Thompson 6, Burt 
Pouncy 4, Kyle Fuller 4, Kyle 
Schuler 2.

LOU. COLLEGIATE (49) 
– Bryce Overstreet 17, An-
drew Steggeman 14, David 
Keyer 6, Ryan Perry 6, Will 
McAnulty 4, Nick White 2.

Holy Cross holds off Collegiate

As the defending All “A” 
Classic champions, Zuberer 
knew his team would get ev-
ery opponent’s best effort.

“Until we got beat, we 
were still champions and ev-
erybody would be coming 
after what we got,” he said. 
“But I was proud of our girls. 
Even when they got down, 
they didn’t quit and kept 
hustling. There’s still a lot of 
basketball left this season, 
too.”

WALTON-VERONA (60) – 
Michele Judy 18, Katie Slavey 
13, Jenalee Ginn 9, Courtney 
Sandlin 9, Kara Taulbee 6, 
Molly Clinkenbeard 4, Lizzie 
Hoffa 1.

OWENSBORO CATHO-
LIC (44) – Mary Kate Cle-
mens 12, Destiny Howard 
11, Mallorie Polston 5, Hal-
ey Garvin 5, Lydia Miller 3, 
Laura Riney 3, Alexis Hodges 
3, Leah Greathouse 2.


