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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Disables
6 Crime outing
11 Seething
12 Up there
13 Water softener
14 Pretend
15 Wheel track
16 Formal letter
18 Tough wood
19 Blubber
20 Planning time
21 Plane fixture
23 Plow pioneer
25 Determined
27 Apt. units
28 Corset parts
30 Organ part
33 Finished off
34 Agent, for short
36 Historic time
37 Deliberately underesti-

mate
39 Used to be
40 Unembellished
41 — garde
43 Marsh bird
44 Hold stuff
45 Nervous
46 Computer key
DOWN
1 Some October babies
2 Kindle
3 Homemaking expert
4 LAX guess
5 Genders
6 Gun measure
7 Beame and Burrows
8 Former Supreme Court 

justice

9 Change over time
10 “Walk Away --”
17 Okra unit
22 Pot fill
24 Print units
26 Oppression
28 Hot
29 Poivre’s partner
31 Marigold color
32 Flock leader
33 Dominant
35 Come in second
38 Life stories
42 Big truck

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

1. Pass. You have a minimum 
opening bid — you could 
hardly open with less — and 
the easiest way to apprise 
partner of this is to pass. You 
don’t know whether East can 
make three hearts or whether 
you can make three spades, 
so your best move is to pass 
the buck to partner and let him 
decide what to do. That’s what 
partners are for.

2. Three spades. This is a 
far more promising hand, and 
you should show it by bidding 
three spades. You can’t jump 
to four spades with so many 

losers in the minor suits, but 
you nevertheless should have 
a reasonably good chance for 
nine tricks. You expect your 
partner to pass three spades in 
this competitive situation, but 
he is not completely barred 
from bidding again.

3. Four spades. Your chances 
of making game are excellent, 
especially when your three 
kings sit squarely behind East, 
who is likely to hold whatever 
aces your side is missing. Tak-
ing into account your distribu-
tion, partner’s spade raise, the 
location of your honor cards 
and the inferences you can 
legitimately draw, your hand is 
worth about 20 points.

4. Double. You have four 
probable defensive tricks, and 
partner is likely to have one or 
two more, so the best solution 
is to let East play the hand, 
doubled. The alternatives are 
to pass or to bid three spades, 

but neither of these actions 
is quite as attractive as the 
double. If partner’s two-spade 
bid was based almost entirely 
on distributional values, he will 
retreat to three spades, but 
that is his decision, not yours.

5. Four clubs. This is an 
unequivocal slam try, because 
you would simply bid four 
spades if your only goal was to 
get to game.

You hope partner’s response 
will be four diamonds, showing 
not only the ace but also a will-
ingness to cooperate in getting 
to a slam. You could then, ei-
ther immediately or eventually, 
bid six spades. Partner doesn’t 
need much of a hand for the 
slam to come home. The king 
of spades, ace of diamonds 
and either the queen of clubs 
or shortness in clubs are al-
most certain to do the trick.

Tomorrow: The power of 
positive thinking.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Get used to delays, silly errors and goof-

ups in communication. Plans are stalled 
in the water, and ground transportation 
is stalled on the road! It’s Mercury retro-
grade.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
You have a wonderful opportunity now 

to do any kind of research. Whatever an-
swers you’re looking for will be quite easy 
to find — you should know this.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Enjoy opportunities to run into old 

friends. After all, it’s good to have a history 
with others. 

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Expect to run into bosses from the past 

or see parents you might not have seen in 
a while. That’s because there’s a tape loop 
going on with authority figures from your 
past. (Weird.)

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Travel plans might be delayed or re-

scheduled now. Ditto for plans related 
to higher education. However, this is an 
excellent time to finish studies or wrap up 
important papers.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Tackle old projects related to inheri-

tances, taxes, debt, shared property and 
anything you own jointly with others. You 
can get rid of a lot of loose ends right now.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Old flames and definitely ex-partners 

are back in your life again. Look good, be-
cause living well is the best revenge.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
There’s no question that delays and silly 

errors are plaguing your job and everyone 
else at work. Lost papers, poor communi-
cation and broken equipment are par for 
the course. Just hang in there.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Old flames are back in the picture again. 

This could be welcomed for some of you, but for most it’s 
not a pretty picture. (You have my sympathy.)

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Relatives probably are camped on your doorstep, 

sleeping on your sofa and eating you out of house and 
home. On the other hand, you might be the one sleeping 
on your sister’s sofa!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Allow extra time for everything, because this particular 

Mercury retrograde will take its toll on you. Expect trans-
portation breakdowns and communication challenges.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
If you’re looking for work, retrace your footsteps. 

Return to places where you applied before. Or you might 
even return to a place you were before.

YOU BORN TODAY
You love life and the huge variety of people in the world. 

This is why you want to explore everything. You’re com-
passionate and philosophical and hold tightly to your be-
liefs. You also have a strong love of children. Work hard to 
build or construct something in the coming year, because 
your rewards soon will follow.
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