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The paper crane project 
of Flemingsburg Elemen-
tary School has come to its 
completion with a sculp-
ture of paper cranes. The 
sculpture has been named, 
“Wings of Hope.”

The paper crane project 
began in the art room. 
Mrs. Bainum told a story 
to the students about a 
small child Sadako Sasaki 
who developed leukemia 
following the bombing of 
Hiroshima. According to 
an ancient Japanese leg-
end, if she could fold 1000 
paper cranes, her wish for 
restored health might be 
granted. Unfortunately, 
she succumbed to the 
cancer before she fin-
ished, but the community 
completed the task on her 
behalf. The cranes were 
placed with her as she laid 
in state to express com-
passion for the family.

The students began the 
project to express their 
hopes and prayers for 
family and friends who 
battle or have battled 
cancer in the community. 
They were following the 
Japanese tradition shown 
in the story that if 1,000 
cranes are folded, a wish 
of good health could be 
made. The first birds were 
folded during an art les-
son about the Japanese 
cultural art of Origami. 
They were strung using a 
bead, a piece of yarn, and 
a needle. The strings then 
grew in number and were 
displayed in the halls, on 

bulletin boards, and in the 
classrooms. After learn-
ing the pattern, several 
students folded birds at 
home, or during their free 
time at school to increase 
the count. Three students, 
Kody Krouch, Cameron 
Mitchell and Gina Cot-
tey, came to the art room 
every day to fold birds 
while waiting for their 
bus. A quick count was 
done weekly. Twenty three 
strings of cranes here (or 
230), 13 strings there (or 
130), until at last, the final 
crane string was hung. 
One thousand cranes were 
available for display.

Two designs were con-
sidered but, very quickly 
a decision was made that 

the design should be 
based on a 36-inch square 
frame with cross pieces to 
support the weight. One 
hundred strings of cranes 
and swans of different 
sizes, shapes, and colors 
were ready. The frame, 
string, and paper were 
estimated to weigh six 
pounds.

Mrs. Sorrell’s sixth 
grade geography class 
volunteered to help with 
the construction of the 
mobile. Nine students 
went from hall to hall in 
the building removing 
the strings of birds. They 
then hung them on small 
rods. The students took 
the opportunity to check 
the count of the birds too. 

As luck would have it, two 
more cranes were needed 
to make the display com-
plete. Holes were drilled in 
all the intersecting points 
and wired together. The 
frame could be hung from 
wire at the four corners 
and be suspended from 
the ceiling.

Mr. Hollingsworth per-
mitted the sculpture to 
be hung in a very central 
location. The mobile is in 
the new wing just off the 
computer lab, the sixth 
grade hall, and the music 
room. At some point, each 
and every day, students 
from all seven grade levels 
travel this corridor, where 
they can enjoy this piece of 
student art.
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ADVICE

DEAR ABBY: Years ago 
I lost my beautiful wife. 
We had been mar-
ried for more than 
30 years. I bought 
a plot at the cem-
etery for both of us, 
and she’s buried 
there now.

I have since re-
married and have 
been blessed with 
another wonder-
ful wife. There are 
no spaces left next to the 
existing plot, although 
I would like to be placed 
between both my wives 
when the time comes. Any 
recommendations? — MR. 
IN-BETWEEN

DEAR MR. IN-BE-
TWEEN: You have a couple 
of options. One would be 
to ask if your cemetery 
permits “double-depth” 
burials, in which one vault 
is placed on top of another. 
Or, if you wish, upon your 
demise you could choose 
cremation for yourself and 
have your ashes divided and 
placed with both wives.

I discussed your ques-
tion with a wonderful lady, 
Lisa Carlson, executive di-
rector of the Funeral Ethics 
Organization. She’s a mine 
of commonsense informa-
tion on the subject of death 
and funerals — a subject 
many people find difficult 
to discuss.

Lisa reminded me that 
years ago, funerals were 
handled at home and by 
the community, and chil-
dren grew up understand-
ing what would happen 
when a death occurred. 
However, as we turned 
death over to funeral direc-
tors, much of that com-
mon knowledge has been 
lost. The average adult 
plans only one funeral in a 
lifetime, and few schools 
teach us what our choices 
and rights are — or how to 
save money on funerals.

Readers, the Funeral 
Ethics Organization pub-
lishes free, state-specific 
pamphlets on the subject 
of funeral consumer rights. 
To download one for your 
state, visit its website, fu-
neralethics.org, or send a 
business-size SASE to Fu-
neral Ethics Organization, 

87 Upper Access Road, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461, for a 

print version.

DEAR ABBY: 
I recently mar-
ried my boyfriend 
of five years. Our 
marriage is only a 
few months old, 
and we’re not 
happy. My husband 
is sweet, but he 
is absolutely the 

world’s worst communica-
tor. He’s an introvert and 
has a “whatever” attitude 
about everything. He tells 
me he can’t put his feelings 
into words. So how can we 
fix any of our problems?

We also constantly fight 
about our sex life. I’d ap-
preciate it at least weekly. 
He doesn’t care if we do 
“it” or not. I have voiced 
my concern about our sex 
life, but it doesn’t seem 
to help. I feel rejected and 
hurt, and I crave this at-
tention from my husband. 
I’m an affectionate and 
attractive young woman — 
so what gives? — NEEDS 
ATTENTION IN DAL-
LAS

DEAR NEEDS ATTEN-
TION: Was your husband 
this way during the five 
years you were together 
before the wedding? If he 
was, you shouldn’t have 
gone through with it be-
cause people don’t magi-
cally change after a trip to 
the altar.

If he was passionate, at-
tentive and verbal but now 
has withdrawn, ask him a 
simple question: “Do you 
still want to be married to 
me?” If he can’t answer 
that one, it’s time to ask 
yourself an important 
question: “Am I better off 
with him or not?” If the 
answer is no, accept the 
fact that it’s time to end the 
marriage.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Dear abby

Doubling up at 
cemetery makes room 
for husband’s two wives

 Today is Friday, March 23, 
the 83rd day of 2012. There are 
283 days left in the year.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT
On March 23, 2011, Acad-

emy Award-winning actress 
Elizabeth Taylor, the violet-
eyed film goddess whose 
sultry screen persona, stormy 
personal life and enduring 
fame and glamour made her 
one of the last of the classic 
movie stars, died in Los Ange-
les of congestive heart failure 

at age 79.

ON THIS DATE:
In 1775, Patrick Henry deliv-

ered an address to the Virginia 
Provincial Convention in which 
he is said to have declared, 
“Give me liberty, or give me 
death!”

In 1792, Joseph Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 94 in G Major 
(the “Surprise” symphony) 
had its first public perfor-
mance in London.

In 1806, explorers Meri-
wether Lewis and William 
Clark, having reached the Pa-
cific coast, began their journey 
back east.

In 1912, Wernher von Braun, 
the scientist who helped de-
velop the V-2 combat rocket 
for the Nazis and the Saturn V 
booster rocket for NASA, was 
born in Wirsitz, Germany.

In 1919, Benito Mussolini 
founded his Fascist political 
movement in Milan, Italy.

In 1933, the German Reich-
stag adopted the Enabling Act, 
which effectively granted Adolf 
Hitler dictatorial powers.

In 1942, the first Japanese-
Americans evacuated by the 
U.S. Army during World War 
II arrived at the internment 
camp in Manzanar, Calif.

In 1956, Pakistan became an 
Islamic republic.

In 1965, America’s first 
two-person space flight began 
as Gemini 3 blasted off with 
astronauts Virgil I. Grissom 
and John W. Young aboard for a 
nearly five-hour flight.

In 1983, President Ronald 
Reagan first proposed devel-
oping technology to intercept 
incoming enemy missiles — an 
idea that came to be known as 
the Strategic Defense Initia-
tive. Dr. Barney Clark, recipient 
of a Jarvik permanent artificial 
heart, died at the University of 
Utah Medical Center after 112 
days with the device.

In 1994, Luis Donaldo Colo-
sio, Mexico’s leading presiden-

tial candidate, was assassinat-
ed in Tijuana. Wayne Gretzky 
broke Gordie Howe’s National 
Hockey League career record 
with his 802nd goal.

In 2010, President Barack 
Obama signed a $938 billion 
health care overhaul, declaring 
“a new season in America.”

Ten years ago: President 
George W. Bush, during a visit 
to South America, pledged 
cooperation with Peru in the 
fight against terrorism. Girls in 
Afghanistan celebrated their 
return to school for the first 
time in years. Irina Slutskaya 
captured her first world title, 
defeating four-time champion 
Michelle Kwan at the World 
Figure Skating Championships 
in Nagano, Japan. Opera and 
pop singer Eileen Farrell died in 
Park Ridge, N.J. at age 82.

Five years ago: The House 
voted for the first time to 
clamp a cutoff deadline on the 
Iraq war, agreeing by a thin 
margin to pull combat troops 
out by late 2008. Iranian forces 
captured 15 British sailors and 
marines who were searching a 
merchant ship in the disputed 
Shatt Al-Arab waterway Per-
sian Gulf; they were held for 13 
days. Miss Tennessee Rachel 
Smith was crowned Miss USA 
at the pageant in Los Angeles.

One year ago: NATO ships 
began patrolling off Libya’s 
coast as airstrikes, missiles 
and energized rebels forced 
Moammar Gadhafi’s tanks to 
roll back from two key western 
cities. A blast blamed on Pales-
tinian militants ripped through 
a bus stop in Jerusalem, killing 
Mary Jean Gardner, a 59-year-
old British tourist and wound-
ing two dozen other people, 
including five Americans. Army 
Spc. Jeremy Morlock pleaded 
guilty at his court-martial at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Washington state to the mur-
ders of three unarmed Afghan 
civilians (he was sentenced to 
24 years in prison).

TODAY IN HISTORY

Wings of Hope at Fleming County Elementary 

PROVIDED
Fleming County Elementary students pooled their cranes to make a mobile for the school.

On Jan. 22, 2012 the 
Mason County High 
School cheerleaders 
left for the KAPOS Re-
gion 10 competition in 
Nicholas County. The 
girls captured the first 
place title in Medium, 2 

1/2 minute routine divi-
sion to advance to state 
competition. While at re-
gion competition several 
cheerleaders won indi-
vidual awards.

Mariah Walton and 
Tabby Sapp were named 

to the All-Region Cheer-
leading Team and Jessica 
Bryant and Mackenzie 
King were recognized as 
athletic scholars for the 
senior class.

State competition was 
held Feb. 18 in Bowling 
Green.

Mason County High 
School Cheerleaders 
compete

PROVIDED
Pictured, from left, are, first row: Tabitha Sapp, Jessica Bry-
ant, Mackenzie King, Kate Clarke, Sarah Ballard, Emily Ballard, 
Mariah Walton and Jordan Darnell; second row: Ellie Brown, 
Michael A. Sapp, Alex Esham, Josie Thompson, Sarah Hinson, 
Micah Waddell, Kate Stafford, Madison Harper, Abby Huff and 
Coach Paula Fetters.


