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At first, Maggie Downs
was a little anxious about the
idea of moving to Thomas
Nelson High School next
year. 

“I’m really nervous about
next year. I’m not sure how
it’s going to go,” Downs
said. “But the more I learn
about it and the more people
I learn are going to go over
with me — I think it’s going
to be OK.”

But she felt just as much
anticipation about which
teachers may be moving
over to the new high school
with her in August 2012 —
and which would stay at
Nelson County High. 

“The building feels like
home, but certain teachers
definitely make it so you’re
happy,” she said. 

In particular, Downs was
referring to Richard Argueta
and Brandee Wilson, the
sponsors of the Nelson
County Key Club, a service
organization of nearly 50
members. 

“He’s the foundation for
the club,” Downs said of
Argueta, adding that wher-
ever he goes, club members
will still go to him for
advice. It was announced
Friday both sponsors would
stay at NCHS.

The Nelson County Key
Club has already started
planning for the change-
over, and they’re not alone
— from the FFA to the
Drama Club to band to
ROTC, many of the school
clubs have started discus-
sions of how to build a new
identity at a new school,
while maintaining a sense of
unity.

“Especially this first year,
we’re not going to be one
club — there’s going to be
two different charters — but
(we’ll) help each other out,”
Key Club officer Hannah
Mudd said. Mudd, a junior,
will attend Nelson County
High with the rest of the sen-
ior class next year. 

But just because she’s
attending NCHS doesn’t
mean Mudd isn’t active in
planning for the change-
over. In fact, she sees it as a
chance to recruit new mem-

bers. The Key Club will par-
ticipate in summer open
houses, but for possibly the
first time this year, it will
host an eighth-grade night at
NCHS, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Feb.
20. 

The Key Club also plans
to donate start-up funds to
the TNHS club. But espe-
cially for Key Club’s larger
fundraisers, it’s best the
schools continue to work
together so as to raise as
much as possible for causes
such as Relay for Life and
UNICEF. 

“Whatever happens, the
two clubs will merge togeth-
er and every function will be
done together,” Argueta said. 

The club is also planning
for the school’s new officers,
since elections take place in
February. Only one of the
club’s current officers will
move to TNHS, and because
most of the members are
upperclassmen, most will
likely stay at NCHS.

“I think it’s also forcing
students that normally
wouldn’t have jumped into
the leadership role — they
have to,” Wilson said. “It’s
absolutely a good thing.”

“I feel pretty positive that
it’s going to work out no
matter what,” said Laryn
Hilderbrandt, future TNHS
student. 

FFA
Once sophomore Grace

Parrish, an FFA member,
visited Thomas Nelson
High, she knew she was
ready for the change. 

“I really like it. I’m pretty
excited,” she said. 

FFA officer and senior
Lindsey Lawrence, in fact,
was a little sad she’s not
going. But like so many
upperclassmen, she’s step-
ping in to make sure the
future of FFA, which has
about 300 members, is
secure through the change.
Along with other officers
and members of the execu-
tive team, she’s preparing to
interview for two sets of
candidates, one set to lead
NCHS and one to lead
TNHS next year. 

At least half of FFA’s
members will likely move to
TNHS, club adviser Amber

Houck said. 
Parrish was enthusiastic

that juniors will have the
opportunity to be officers, a
role usually reserved for
seniors, in TNHS’s FFA
chapter next year. 

“We could possibly be
officers two years in a row.
We’ll be able to start a whole
new chapter, a whole new
legacy,” she said. 

NCHS has a number of
facilities for FFA, including
a cow pen, a greenhouse and
tanks for an aquatic class.
Houck said there were dis-
cussions to build a green
room on the roof of TNHS.
It would be a great opportu-
nity to learn about urban
gardening and green roofs,
Lawrence pointed out.

Superintendent Anthony
Orr said the green room has

been discussed
but “we’ve not
given directions
to the architects
for instance to
start working
on that.”

“ B e c a u s e
there’s so much
land out there,
it’s just been
said, but (we’re
considering)
having a field

where we grow fresh pro-
duce,” Parrish added. The
corn maze previously held at
Wickland will likely be
moved there as well because
of the large campus.

Every year the club
selects a different motto.
This year, it’s “Breaking bar-
riers, building a new genera-
tion.”

“Nelson County has a
really good background,”
Lawrence said. “We are
known for being from the
Nelson County FFA chapter,
and I think that this will start
a new legacy, like Grace
said, and I think that this can
help us grow from being
same old, same old every
year to being something
new.”

ROTC 
While many clubs are

splitting in two, the Air
Force Junior ROTC program
will remain at NCHS. That
doesn’t mean TNHS stu-
dents won’t be able to partic-
ipate, emphasized senior
aerospace science instructor
Col. Donna Lucchese. 

The reason the program is
staying in one place is that
the program is required to
have a minimum enrollment
of 100 students. At the
beginning of this school
year, it had 101, and the
number has fluctuated
around that number. About
20-25 of those students will
likely move to TNHS,
Lucchese estimated. 

So the Junior ROTC pro-
gram has been working with
future TNHS Principal Wes
Bradley since the beginning
of the year to formulate a
plan. Members of ROTC

have joined Bradley’s lead-
ership team alongside repre-
sentatives from other clubs. 

“He’s identified times of
the day that would be appro-
priate for students to come
over here from Thomas
Nelson to participate in our
classes,” Lucchese said of
Bradley. These would likely
be in the afternoon, similar
to how students would be
transported over for classes
at the Nelson County Area
Technology Center. 

The program will empha-
size unity between the
schools, and no classes will
be taught at TNHS. 

“The whole idea in ROTC
is leadership, teamwork and
excellence. Teamwork is No.
1. They develop goals as a
group at the beginning of the
year and they work toward
those goals,” Lucchese
explained. “If we had a
group that’s isolated over
there and they don’t come
over here for classes, then
they don’t really integrate
and become a part of the
ROTC team.”

But TNHS will be able to
develop its own color guard
to appear at school events,
she added. 

Bradley and Lucchese
have also worked to identify
a space at the new school
that Junior ROTC can call its
own.

In the long term,
Lucchese said she doesn’t
predict opening a separate
unit at TNHS, partly
because start-up costs are
high and authorization to
open a new unit depends on
the availability of Air Force
funding. 

Meanwhile, moving from
a six- to a seven-period day
at both schools may boost
ROTC enrollment, as it
increases students’ opportu-
nities for electives, accord-
ing to Lucchese. The same
holds true for school band. 

Band 
Parents and students alike

have expressed concern that
splitting the band may put
both schools at a competi-
tive disadvantage.

Meanwhile, two of Thomas
Nelson’s feeder schools,
Boston and New Haven,
haven’t had band programs
while other middle schools
have. Boston School just
started a program this year
with the aid of grant money. 

The plan is to establish
band programs at New
Haven School and Boston
next year, Band Director
Marc Monroe confirmed. 

Thomas Nelson is likely
to have a smaller band —
Monroe said NCHS will
lose about 10 percent of its
65 students to TNHS. But a
smaller program doesn’t dis-
qualify it from competing as
a marching band. 

“There are some groups
around the state that have
four or five kids and we
know Thomas Nelson is
going to have more than
that,” he said. “I think the
main goal right now is to get
a program started with the
expectation that it will grow,
and I would say in five years
you won’t even know that it
started as a small group. But
I think everyone is aware
that it’s going to be sort of a
small start.”

The bands will still be
able to work together, he
added. 

“With the bands it would
be very easy just to combine
for a concert — not for
every concert, but for a col-
laboration project, and with
drama the same thing,” he
said. 

Drama Club 
The only section of

Thomas Nelson High that
will not be complete for the
2012-2013 school year will
be the auditorium, Drama
Club sponsor Monroe con-
firmed. But from the start,
TNHS will have its own
Drama Club, and though it
will have access to the
NCHS auditorium, that club
just may need to get creative. 

“As far as not having an
auditorium, we’ve even
done performances here that
were not in the auditorium,”
Monroe said, pointing out
the Drama Club has held
three dinner theaters in the
cafeteria. 

The TNHS cafeteria lends
itself to similar ideas, he
said. “It’s a little more cre-
atively designed, I guess, so
it would work better. There
are spots where the ceiling is
lower so it’d be perfect for
acoustics, whereas ours is a
flat ceiling.”

The NCHS Drama Club
has 75 students, but a small-
er group at both schools
only means more opportuni-
ties for individual students,
Monroe pointed out. 

“We are limited to a num-
ber of principal roles we can
cast. Well, this way, students
all across our district are
going to have twice the
opportunity,” he said. 
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ABOVE — Col. Donna Lucchese teaches a class as Air Force Junior ROTC members look
on in uniform. Pictured in the front row are, from left, freshman Fred Aiken, sophomore
Flight Sergeant Adam Pardington and freshman Alpha Flight Commander Alex Foley.

BELOW — Nelson County High School drama students perform in a 2010 production in
the NCHS auditorium.
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Keeping the bands competitive for both high schools is important for school staff and
students.

School clubs prepare for the transition; hope to maintain unity and identities


